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Careers of RG3, Luck took unexpected paths » 


Veterans’ bladesmithing program provides relief, camaraderie through art 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

LORTON, Va. 

A t the Workhouse Arts Center 20 
miles outside downtown Wash¬ 
ington, Army Sgt. Eric Lang 
spent one hot Saturday afternoon 
next to a forge, heating a piece of steel be¬ 
fore transferring it to an anvil, where he 
used a hammer to form a blade. 

Nearby, Keith Shugarts, a member of the 
Army Reserves, put the finishing touches 
on his knife, grinding the blade to a smooth 
finish. 


If these men and women are having a bad day, 
they can come in here, rant, rave, curse, scream, 
holler - you name it - and we all understand. ’ 

Donna Porras 

Air Force veteran 


As they worked, Donna and Adam Por¬ 
ras watched, occasionally stepping in to 
guide them. 

Donna, an Air Force veteran, and Adam, 


who retired from the Army, operate Re¬ 
covery Forge, a bladesmithing program 
that’s offered as free therapy for veterans, 

SEE RELIEF ON PAGE 6 


Ghani offers 
conditional 
cease-fire 
with Taliban 

By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
on Sunday announced a three- 
month-long cease-fire with the 
Taliban beginning Monday — but 
only if the Taliban reciprocate. 

“We call on the leadership of 
the Taliban to welcome the wish¬ 
es of Afghans for a long-lasting 
and real peace, and we urge them 
to get ready for peace-talks based 
on Islamic values and principles,” 
Ghani said 
via a tweet. 

The an¬ 
nouncement 
came on 
Afghan In¬ 
dependence 
Day amid a 
wave of vio¬ 
lence across 
Afghanistan 

and follows _ 

a previous Ghani 

cease-fire in 

June. 

In response to Ghani’s last 
cease-fire offer in June, the Tal¬ 
iban reciprocated with their own, 
which led to scenes of government 
soldiers and militants hugging 
and taking selfies in celebration. 

Since the June cease-fire, how¬ 
ever, the Taliban have increased 
attacks across Afghanistan and 
have engaged in long-sought dis¬ 
cussions with U.S. officials, ac¬ 
cording to reports. 

A district in northern Afghani¬ 
stan fell to the Taliban early Sun¬ 
day morning, just hours before 
the cease-fire announcement. 

Afghan security forces had 
been battling the Taliban in Fary- 
ab province’s Bulcheragh district 
for a week before about 100 gov¬ 
ernment employees — mostly 
police officers — surrendered to 
the insurgents, provincial council 
leader Tahir Rahmani told Stars 
and Stripes. 

“We knew they were going to 
surrender because the district 
center was under a lot of pres¬ 
sure,” Rahmani said. “There was 
no air or ground support. 

SEE GHANI ON PAGE 5 
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USS Reagan drills with Japan in Philippine Sea 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The USS Ronald Reagan 
aircraft carrier kicked off its sec¬ 
ond patrol of the year by training 
with Japan in the Philippine Sea. 

The nation’s only forward-de¬ 
ployed carrier — which departed 
Yokosuka on Tuesday with the 
guided-missile destroyer USS 
Milius and guided-missile cruis¬ 
er USS Antietam — had been at 
its homeport since wrapping up 
spring patrols on July 24. How¬ 
ever, the carrier and other ships 
in its strike group returned to sea 
for several days to avoid a pair of 
typhoons on July 28 and Aug. 9. 

On Tuesday, personnel from 


the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force destroyer JS Kirishima 
came aboard the Ronald Reagan 
and the Antietam for an “air de¬ 
fense exercise, communication 
evolutions and ... support for 
aircraft squadrons embarked 
aboard the aircraft carrier,” a 
Navy statement said. 

They also worked to enhance 
the way the U.S. and Japan 
services work together and to 
“improve tactical skills of both 
maritime forces,” it added. 
A Navy photo shows a sailor and 
JMSDF member working togeth¬ 
er Wednesday during a live-fire 
exercise aboard the Antietam. 

It is unclear how long the fall 
deployment will last; Navy offi¬ 


cials do not comment on schedul¬ 
ing for security reasons. However, 
the Ronald Reagan’s previous 
two months at sea proved to be 
one of its shorter patrols in recent 
years. 

“We like to operate when we 
need to and where we need to,” 
Task Force 70 commander Rear 
Adm. Karl Thomas told report¬ 
ers during the carrier’s coming- 
home celebration late last month. 
“We don’t talk about future de¬ 
ployments, but the amount of 
time we were out allowed us to 
prepare and to train and to con¬ 
duct exercises.” 

Those included Malabar drills 
in June with India and Japan. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornobs 



William McCANN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew Spano, left, instructs a member 
of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force during a live-fire exercise 
aboard the guided-missile cruiser USS Antietam on Wednesday. 


Battle lines form over decision to return war bells to Philippines 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

Veterans and lawmakers from 
Wyoming have voiced their ob¬ 
jections to a Pentagon plan to re¬ 
turn church bells seized by U.S. 
troops more than a century ago 
after a battle during the Philip- 
pine-American War. 

The objections come as veter¬ 
ans groups such as the American 
Legion face internal divisions 
over whether to support return¬ 
ing the bells, which some see as a 
war memorial and others see as a 
mark of shame. 

Philippine nationalists viewed 
the war, which lasted from 1899 
to 1902, as a war of independence, 
while the United States, which 
took the islands after the Span¬ 


ish-American War, regarded it as 
an insurrection. 

“These bells are memorials to 
American war dead and should 
not be transferred to the Philip¬ 
pines,” Wyoming’s U.S. senators 
and congresswoman said in a let¬ 
ter published Aug. 13. “We oppose 
any efforts by the administration 
to move the bells to the Philip¬ 
pines without the support of Wyo¬ 
ming’s veterans community.” 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs recently gave notice that he 
would seek to return all three 
bells held by America — two in 
Cheyenne, Wyo., and one at Camp 
Red Cloud, South Korea — to the 
Philippines. 

They were seized from a church 
after the 1902 Battle of Balangi- 
ga, in which 48 American troops 


were killed by Filipino rebels. 

Wyoming’s congressional del¬ 
egation is working on the next 
steps to keep the bells, said a 
spokeswoman for Wyoming Rep. 
Liz Cheney, who signed the let¬ 
ter together with Sens. Mike Enzi 
and John Barrasso. All three are 
Republicans. 

In July, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars approved a national reso¬ 
lution in favor of returning the 
bells — a move that was crucial 
for Mattis’ approval, said Sonny 
Busa, a Filipino-American Army 
veteran. 

The resolution was adopted 
thanks to the efforts of members 
of VFW posts in the Philippines, 
said Dennis Wright, a retired 
Navy captain and member of 
VFW Post 2485, near what used 


to be Clark Air Base. 

The next step, said Wright, who 
is also a member of the American 
Legion, is to submit a resolution 
at the American Legion’s week- 
long national convention begin¬ 
ning Friday in favor of returning 
the bells. 

The American Legion adopted 
a resolution in 2016 supporting 
the current location of the bells, 
saying returning a military 
monument would set a precedent 
for countries to make similar 
demands for relics from other 
wars. 

“They’re disturbing a war me¬ 
morial,” Todd White, a former 
national vice commander of the 
American Legion, told the Wyo¬ 
ming Tribune Eagle on Tuesday. 
“Those bells have been there for 


113 years, and to arbitrarily give 
them back to the Philippines ... I 
don’t understand that.” 

Wright described the Wyoming 
veterans who oppose the bells’ 
return as “misinformed and 
misguided.” 

No veterans from Wyoming 
served in Balangiga, he said, and 
a memorial to the dead from the 
battle already exists in Sackets 
Harbor, N.Y., home of the unit 
that fought that day. 

Pro-return veterans say they 
plan to donate replacement bells 
to the state of Wyoming if the 
original bells go back to the town 
of Balangiga, where villagers 
have built a tower to house them. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @j.p.lawrence3 


TODAY 

IN STRIPES 

American Roundup.17 


Business. 

.20 

Classified. 

.19, 23 

Comics. 

.22 

Crossword. 

.22 

Faces. 

.18 

Opinion. 

.12-13 

Sports. 

.26-32 

Weather. 

.20 


STARSOSTRI pes 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 



it PCSing? STARS ^(STRIPES. 

RELOCATION GUIDE 

Every Friday in the European and Pacific editions 
of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 
www. stripes. com/relo 







































Monday, August 20,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 3 


MILITARY 




Photos by Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 

Clockwise from above: Lt. Zachary Bregovi, right, lands a leg kick 
against Lt. Robert Martin during the 2018 U.S. Army Europe Best 
Warrior Competition in Grafenwoehr, Germany, on Friday; Spc. 

Piotr Drwal, bottom right, goes for a triangle choke against Pfc. 
Christopher Kop; Sgt. Robert Lohr runs with a pack and rifle toward 
the finish line of the foot march; and Maj. Gen. Andrew Rohling, 
the deputy commanding general of USAREUR, right, stands with 
winners, from left, Lt. Robert Martin, Staff Sgt. Cesar Gonzalez and 
Spc. Jacob Root. 



Soldiers run, fight to earn Best Warrior title 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany — After 
a week of grueling tests of physical fitness 
and martial skills, three soldiers emerged 
victorious at the 2018 U.S. Army Europe 


Best Warrior competition. 

Spc. Jacob Root, an infantryman with 
the 173rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team 
(Airborne), won the soldier category for ju¬ 
nior enlisted. Staff Sgt. Cesar Gonzalez, an 
infantryman with the 7th Army Training 
Command, won the noncommissioned of¬ 


ficer category, and 1st Lt. Robert Martin, 
an infantry officer also with 7ATC, won the 
officer category. 

“It was a really tough competition, and 
there are a lot of great soldiers out here,” 
Root said. “I still can’t believe I made it.” 

During the competition, soldiers put 


their endurance to the test with several 
hikes and marches, proved their marks¬ 
manship skills with various firearms and 
fought each other in a combative tourna¬ 
ment to determine the winners. 

egnash.martin@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Busy day at Spangdahlem 



F-22 Raptors from Florida 
deploy to Europe for training 

By Michael Abrams 

Stars and Stripes 

It was a busy afternoon on the runway 
at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, on 
Thursday. 

And there were plenty of cameras to 
catch the action. 

The main event was the F-22 Raptors 
from Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., for¬ 
ward deployed to Europe for training. 

Following a short ceremony and media 
event that featured USAFE-AFAFRICA 
commander Gen. Tod Wolters, a group of 
international photographers were taken to 
a knoll along the flight line to capture the 
F-22s taking off. 

While the Raptors of the 95th Fighter 
Squadron were the stars of the show, 
Spangdahlem’s own F-16 Fighting Falcons 
of the 480th Fighter Squadron didn’t come 
up short either. 

Any plane rolling down the taxiways 
or roaring off the base’s runway was in 
the photographers’ viewfinders, even 
the C-21 Lear Jet flying Wolters from 
Spangdahlem. 

Also, on the runway were Dutch F-16s 
that were training with their American 
counterparts. 

Besides the photographers on base, nu¬ 
merous other aviation enthusiasts wait¬ 
ed off base to catch the fifth-generation 
fighters. 

abrams.mike@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripes_photog 



Two F-22 Raptors from the 95th Fighter Squadron taxi toward the runway for takeoff from Spangdahlem Air Base. Based at Tyndall 
Air Force Base, Fla., the aircraft are forward deployed to Europe for training. 



A U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor passes a KC-135 Stratotanker as it takes off from 
Spangdahlem Air Base. 



An F-16 Fighting Falcon pilot waves to international photographers after landing. 
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New USAF dress blues may 
draw on service's heritage 



Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


Air Force dress blues may shed their corporate look for a uniform 
that reflects the service’s heritage. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force may follow suit 
with the Army by adopting a 
dress uniform that reflects its 
history. 

Chief Master Sergeant of the 
Air Force Kaleth Wright told air¬ 
men at a town hall in England 
earlier this month that changes 
were coming to the Air Force 
dress blues. 

More recently, the service’s 
top enlisted leader said the Air 
Force would like to “get back to 
a little more heritage on jacket,” 
according to a report in Air Force 
Times. 

Air Force spokesman Senior 
Master Sgt. Harry Kibbe said 
on Friday that Wright is inter¬ 
ested in a service dress uniform 
that looks back at the past. But, 
he added, no decisions have been 
made, nor has a uniform board 
been convened. And there’s no 


timeline for any changes. 

At the town hall at Royal Air 
Force Lakenheath on Aug. 1, 
Wright said that once the Air 
Force adopts the Army’s opera¬ 
tional camouflage pattern, chang¬ 
es to the female uniform are next 
and then dress blues. 

Approval of a new uniform de¬ 
sign would be the first update to 
the Air Force’s service dress uni¬ 
form in decades. 

The Army, meanwhile, is look¬ 
ing at whether to bring back the 
World War II-era “pinks and 
greens” service uniform. 

No final decision has been 
made on whether to roll out the 
new Army uniform, Army of¬ 
ficials said this summer. More 
than 200 soldiers from the North¬ 
east Recruiting Battalion are 
to test-wear the prototype this 
fall, Marlow White, the tailor for 
Army uniforms, says on its com¬ 
pany’s website. 

The current working design of 


the new Army uniform combines 
many aspects of the iconic World 
War II uniforms while introduc¬ 
ing modern features, the Marlow 
White website says. 

Airmen have long complained 
that the current service dress 
uniform looks more like corpo¬ 
rate than military attire. 

Wright shared an anecdote with 
Lakenheath airmen about a cere¬ 
mony in Arlington, Va., where he 
took a picture with his military 
counterparts in dress uniform. 

“I was like, the Coast Guard 
guy looks more military than me, 
man,” he said. 

In 2006, informal feedback 
the Air Force Uniform Board re¬ 
ceived from airmen on the service 
dress uniform included “the cur¬ 
rent uniform resembles a cheesy 
business suit,” and “think world’s 
most dominating air power, not 
CEO.” Another described it as a 
“cheap leisure suit,” according to 
a May 2006 Air Force report. 


Two prototypes for the heritage 
coat were developed but shelved, 
including one with a stand-up col¬ 
lar and another with a belted coat 
and high lapel. 

Any uniform changes would 


have to be approved by the Air 
Force chief of staff, in keeping 
with Air Force guidance. 

Stars and Stripes reporter William 
Howard contributed to this report. 
svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Ghani: Some worry Taliban could take advantage of another cease-fire 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“We shared this information 
with the government several 
times, but they didn’t do any¬ 
thing,” Rahmani said. 

Those who surrendered also 
provided the Taliban with U.S.- 
funded military vehicles, weap¬ 
ons and ammunition, a Taliban 
statement said. 

The collapse of Bulcheragh 
district is the latest in a string of 
Taliban offensives. 

In a surprise attack earlier this 
month, the Taliban infiltrated 
the city of Ghazni, a provincial 
capital just 100 miles southwest 
of Kabul. A multiday battle fol¬ 
lowed, leading to the deaths of 


about 100 members of the Afghan 
security forces and as many as 
150 civilians. 

After bombings by Afghan and 
U.S. air forces, the Taliban left 
Ghazni, but the attack disrupted 
months of optimism over advanc¬ 
es in the peace process. 

The Taliban last week also cap¬ 
tured an Afghan military base 
in Faryab province, killing or 
wounding 43 soldiers. They also 
stormed two other bases, killing 
at least 40. 

The uptick in violence counters 
the U.S. military’s narrative of 
progress in its longest war, now 
in its 17th year. 

The Taliban released a state¬ 


ment Saturday boasting about 
their resilience. The statement 
did not mention a cease-fire but 
commented on reports that the 
militant group is speaking to U.S. 
officials, stating that for peace 
the “lone option is to end the 
occupation.” 

Afghanistan’s 1TV reported on 
Saturday that the Taliban had de¬ 
manded the release of 1,000 pris¬ 
oners in return for a cease-fire. 

Some Afghans worry that the 
Taliban could take advantage 
of another cease-fire, consider¬ 
ing the strength they’ve shown 
recently. 

Speaking to reporters last 
month, Gen. John Nicholson, the 


U.S. top commander in Afghani¬ 
stan, said the U.S. would support 
another government cease-fire 
but would remain vigilant. NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stolten- 
berg said on Twitter he supports 
Ghani’s announcement and en¬ 
couraged the Taliban to demon¬ 
strate their concern for Afghans 
by respecting it. 

In July, American diplomats, 
in a reversal of policy in Afghani¬ 
stan that favored talks between 
the Taliban and the Kabul gov¬ 
ernment, opened direct talks 
with Taliban representatives, 
according to reports. Insurgents 
also recently sent delegations to 
Uzbekistan and Indonesia to dis¬ 


cuss peace prospects. 

Zubair Babakarkhail and Phillip Walter 
Wellman contributed to this article. 
Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @j.p.lawrence3 
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Marine who went overboard is declared dead 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

A Marine missing since Aug. 
9 after going overboard an am¬ 
phibious assault ship near the 
Philippines has been identified 
and declared dead. 

The search for Cpl. Jonathan 
Currier began following a “Ma¬ 
rine overboard” call about 9:40 
that morning while the USS Essex 
was sailing through the Sulu Sea 
west of the island nation. 

“Our hearts go out to the Curri¬ 
er family,” Col. Chandler Nelms, 
13th Marine Expeditionary Force 
commander, said in a statement 
issued Saturday. “Cpl. Currier’s 
loss is felt by our entire [Amphib¬ 
ious Ready Group/MEU] family, 
and he will not be forgotten.” 

The Marines, Navy and Coast 
Guard joined Philippine vessels 


in an extensive search covering 
more than 13,000 square nauti¬ 
cal miles that included more than 
110 sorties and 300 flight hours, 
the statement said. 

Currier’s body was not found, 
and the search ended on Aug. 13. 

The circumstances around 
the disappearance are under 
investigation, according to the 
statement. 

Currier was a CH-53E Super 
Stallion helicopter crew chief 
who enlisted in 2015, the state¬ 
ment said. He completed boot 
camp at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island and later 
graduated from the School of In¬ 
fantry at Camp Lejeune, N.C.; the 
Aviation and A&C School in Pen¬ 
sacola, Fla.; and the Center for 
Naval Aviation Training in Jack¬ 
sonville, N.C. 


Currier was later assigned 
to Marine Heavy Helicopter 
Squadron 361 at Marine Corps 
Air Station Miramar, Calif., the 
statement said. At the time of his 
disappearance, he was deployed 
with Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 166 Reinforced with 


the 13th MEU on the Essex. 

His awards include the Na¬ 
tional Defense Service Medal 
and Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, according to the 
statement. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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Relief: Program 
gives veterans a 
chance to bond 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

servicemembers, first responders and 
their families. 

The program is part of the newly re¬ 
vamped Military in the Arts Initiative at 
Workhouse, a nonprofit in a former correc¬ 
tional facility in Lorton, Va., that provides 
visual and performing arts space and 
classes to the public. 

Workhouse previously offered studio 
space, discounted classes and events, such 
as open mic nights and film screenings, to 
servicemembers and veterans, but it was 
forced to shutter the program earlier this 
year after losing grant funding. 

Last month, a new program was created 
with a $73,000 grant from the Potomac 
Health Foundation, which aims to improve 
community health in Prince William 
County by funding local programs. 

With the funding, the nonprofit has a 
larger mission: Help veterans on their 
road to recovery. Under its new Military 
in the Arts Initiative, Workhouse plans to 
offer other therapeutic art experiences to 
veterans, caregivers and families starting 
this fall. It’s already hired a part-time art 
therapist, Yosenia White. 

“Rather than just giving them an experi¬ 
ence, we want to stay in their lives,” said 
Debra Balestreri, director of education 
at Workhouse. “We want to follow up and 
make sure they’re getting the help they 
need. We want to be a resource.” 

White has started to establish the new 
art therapy program. The art and materi¬ 
als will be individualized to whatever a vet¬ 
eran or family member is struggling with, 
she said. For example, clients fighting per¬ 
fectionist tendencies often use watercolor 
or collage, which “forces them out of the 
habit of wanting to control every aspect of 
what they’re doing,” White said. 

“Art acts as a mediator,” she said. “What 
they don’t want to verbally articulate to 
family and friends, they can explore that 
in their artwork. Whatever they’re think¬ 
ing about, feeling and need to process will 
come out in the creation and content in 
their artwork.” 

Recover Forge fits into Workhouse’s new 
mission, Balestreri said, though White de¬ 
scribed it more as “therapeutic art” than 
art therapy. 

“What they’re doing is teaching people 
how to use this kind of material and pro¬ 
cess it to create objects they can use,” 
White said. 

Adam Porras, 44, began bladesmithing 
six years ago. At the time, an Army friend 
was doing it in his garage on Fort Belvoir 
and recommended Porras give it a try. 

Porras served in the military for just 
over 20 years. During the mid-1990s, he 
was involved in Army humanitarian ef¬ 
forts in Jamaica and Cuba. Later, as part of 
the 101st Airborne division, he deployed to 
Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan. In Afghani¬ 
stan, he was injured in a rocket attack. 

Before he went to the Warrior Transi¬ 
tion Battalion at Fort Belvoir to finish his 
service, he was a paralegal assigned to the 
Office of the Chief Prosecutor during ter¬ 
rorism trials in Washington and Cuba. 

When his friend approached him about 
bladesmithing, Porras — diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder and trau¬ 
matic brain injury — had attempted con¬ 
ventional therapies. 

“For a typical person, you get frustrated 
throughout the week, but for me it’s a lit¬ 
tle more exacerbated,” Porras said. “This 
worked out real well. I come out here, and 
you have to concentrate on one thing. It 
gives me something to do, tires me out, and 
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Photos by Michael S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes 


Adam Porras, right, gives some forging advice to Army reserves Sgt. Eric Lang on Aug. 11. Porras, along with his wife, Donna, 
runs Recovery Forge, a veteran-run program in Lorton, Va., that teaches forging skills to servicemembers and veterans. 



For a video and more photos of the 
Recover Forge program, see: 

www.stripes.com/go/forge 


* 


at the end of the day I end up with a knife 
of some sort.” 

Donna Porras, 47, is a full-time caregiv¬ 
er for her husband, whom she’s been with 
for 22 years. When he started forging, she 
did, too. Over the past six years, she’s wit¬ 
nessed a physical, emotional and mental 
change in him. 

“He wouldn’t be able to deal with four 
to five people in the same room. Now, he’s 
teaching, and he’s loving every minute of 
it,” she said. 

The Porrases weren’t the first to think 


of bladesmithing as a form of therapy. The 
friend who taught them has his own group 
in Baltimore, and Adam and Donna Por¬ 
ras helped another friend form a group 
in Lima, Ohio, they said. There’s an en¬ 
tire online community of bladesmithing 
veterans. 

“We’ve got friends all over the country 
now because of it,” she said. 

The bladesmithing program at Work- 
house runs noon-5 p.m. Saturdays and 
noon-4 p.m. Sundays. It is open to any 
servicemember, veteran, first responder 
or family member who shows up, whether 
they’re new to bladesmithing or are regu¬ 
lars, like Lang and Shugarts. 

On a recent Saturday, the Porrases 


Even though I haven’t done as much in the military 
as these guys have, I can sit here ... and talk to them 
and understand where they’re coming from. It’s more 
about the camaraderie than anything, f 

Sgt. Eric Lang 


worked on their own blades while helping 
and joking with Lang, who transferred his 
metal in and out of the 2,000-degree forge, 
trying to form a shape he was happy with. 

In addition to its other benefits, the pro¬ 
gram creates camaraderie that some vet¬ 
erans believe they’ve lost, Donna Porras 
said. 

“If these men and women are having a 
bad day, they can come in here, rant, rave, 
curse, scream, holler — you name it — and 
we all understand,” Porras said. “We 
might not have been in their shoes, but we 
understand.” 

Lang, 28 and still in the military, spends 
a lot of time at the forge hearing about older 
veterans’ experiences. He enjoys blade¬ 
smithing because it helps eliminate stress 
and he ends up with a unique product, he 
said. But the people are why he returns. 

“Even though I haven’t done as much in 
the military as these guys have, I can sit 
here as a young guy and talk to them and 
understand where they’re coming from,” 
Lang said. “It’s more about the camarade¬ 
rie than anything.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 





























Monday, August 20,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 7 


MILITARY 



Marines hope to win hearts, minds through music 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

HAGATNA, Guam 
embers of the 

III Marine 

Expeditionary Force 
Band aren’t your typ¬ 
ical Marines. 

Yes, they must face screaming 
drill instructors at boot camp, go 
through combat training and be¬ 
come proficient with a rifle. They 
must adhere to the service’s rigor¬ 
ous physical and grooming stan¬ 
dards too. 

But members of the Marines’ 
only forward-deployed band get to 
let their hair down — metaphori¬ 
cally speaking — more than oth¬ 
ers in the region. 

By constant touring and per¬ 
forming across the Pacific, they 
attempt to win hearts and minds 
through the international lan¬ 
guage of music and by putting a 
friendly face on American foreign 
policy. 

Last month, they arrived on 
Guam for a week of performances 
ahead of the annual Liberation 
Day festivities on the tiny Pacific 
island territory. 

“Make as much noise as is hu¬ 
manly possible,” Sgt. Colin Deeter 
told the crowd with a smile while 
gripping a microphone onstage 
July 18 at the Guam Museum. 

Trombone in hand and flanked 
by the rest of a seven-piece brass 
ensemble, he wore giant avia¬ 
tor-style sunglasses and a freshly 
pressed dress uniform. 

“Jump up and down, scream 
and shout, clap your hands, stomp 
your feet.... I don’t care; just make 
a lot of noise.” 

The band then broke into song. 

“I really love this band,” Deeter 
later told Stars and Stripes. “It 
gives us a chance to travel all 
around the world and really con¬ 


nect with the local populations on 
a personal level, beyond the uni¬ 
form. It’s like a soft introduction to 
the military. We get to go out there 
and make people smile, laugh, 
dance, sing. It’s a great time.” 

The III MEF Band has nearly 
50 members who play instru¬ 
ments from guitar and drums to 
bassoon, flute and trombone. They 
can perform classical numbers as 
one large concert band with a con¬ 
ductor or break up into smaller en¬ 
sembles that include a rock group 
called Adapt and Overfunk. 

They play their own arrange¬ 
ments and can burst into classi¬ 
cal, jazz, rhythm and blues, funk, 
Latin, rock ’n’ roll, hip-hop and 
world music at any time. Their 
rock set list includes hits from 
modern-day artists like Bruno 
Mars and old favorites like Toto. 

They often perform ethnic 
music from the place they are vis¬ 
iting. In Guam, they played the of¬ 
ficial territorial anthem. In Japan, 
they often perform a spiced-up 
Latin version of “Asadoya Yunta,” 
a traditional Okinawan folk song. 
Adapt and Overfunk also has a 
song that’s sung in French, accom¬ 
panied by ukulele. 

Civilian-acquired skill 

Being a Marine bandsman is 
unique because it uses a civilian- 
acquired skill. Many members 
are college graduates who hold 
enlisted ranks — except for band 
director Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Andres Navarro. 

Some members were profes¬ 
sional musicians, and some can 
play several instruments. They 
bounce back and forth between 
the band’s ensembles. 

Lance Cpl. Calysta McKinney, 
18, a trumpet player who joined 
the band about three weeks before 
the Guam trip, was recruited out 


of high school in Sedalia, Colo. 
She joined the Marines instead of 
pursuing music in college or pro¬ 
fessionally because her parents 
wanted her to choose another ca¬ 
reer path. 

Sgt. William Thayer, 26, was a 
music educator when a recruiter 
tracked him down. After a stint 
at Camp Pendleton, Calif., he has 
been with the band for about a 
year. 

Master Sgt. James Stanley 
studied in Europe and was play¬ 
ing and teaching music in South 
Florida when a friend called to tell 
him he’d joined a Marine band. 
Intrigued, Stanley auditioned for 
a position in Hawaii and has now 
been in the Marines for 19 years. 

“I never actually planned on 
being in the military at all,” he 
said. “This is everything that I’ve 
ever wanted to do.” 

Before arriving in the band 
room, they go through a six-month 
Marine Corps music school that 
teaches them about being a mili¬ 
tary musician, such as drilling, 
commands and other things ex¬ 
pected of them. However, they are 
required to already have the musi¬ 
cal chops. 

The Marine band members are 
largely responsible for practicing 
on their own time, band members 
said. 

Each day, they play during 
scheduled times for the various 
ensembles they are in at then- 
headquarters on Camp Foster. 
Spots are filled according to mu¬ 
sical talent and proficiency, not by 
rank or seniority. They also par¬ 
ticipate in field drills in the morn¬ 
ing and other duties. 

“We have people that work in 
the library,” McKinney said. “We 
have people who work in arrang¬ 
ing pieces for us to play; we have 
people who work in finance to 
make sure all the money is good, 


and people who work to arrange 
the trips. There is a lot that goes 
into it. We do everything.” 

Bands have also deployed to 
war zones like Iraq over the years. 
Stanley said they are professional 
warfighters who are capable of 
throwing down their instruments 
at any time and joining the fight. 

‘We're people, too’ 

When the band travels, it is a 
one-stop shop for all of their musi¬ 
cal needs. Members arrive at their 
destination with their own gear 
and also have engineers that make 
sure their sound is perfect before 
the first note is played. 

The job can be demanding; 
transporting a truckload of equip¬ 
ment to an overseas location, se¬ 
curing transportation and getting 
everything safely to the perfor¬ 
mances is not easy. 

They spend a lot of time away 
from their loved ones, especially 
in the busy summer months. 

Thayer said the band is like a 
family. 

“I couldn’t have asked for a bet¬ 
ter job,” he said. “I joined the Ma¬ 
rine Corps and the band program 
because I didn’t want to give up 
performing yet. I’ve traveled and 
I’ve been to some of the Marine 
Corps’ sacred ground, like Bel- 
leau Wood (a WWI battleground 
in France), and then we just went 
to Iwo Jima. I get to go to these 
places and see what they saw, and 
I get to honor them in that way.” 

During its recent trip to Guam, 
the band led the popular Libera¬ 
tion Day parade, one of the biggest 
events in Guam each year. After¬ 
ward, locals inundated the musi¬ 
cians with Chamorro barbecue, 
water and soft drinks. 

Later on, they played a sec¬ 
ond Guam Museum show under 
a cascade of fireworks. Thayer 


was often front and center as one 
of the singers in Adapt and Over¬ 
funk, singing and dancing until 
his uniform was soaked through 
with sweat. Afterward, he and his 
bandmates were mobbed by the 
audience, who wanted to pose for 
pictures and chat. 

“I love to come up and talk to 
people after the fact,” Thayer 
said. “I love to get them to stay 
involved in what we’re doing. So, 
like, we have a Facebook page. I 
always throw that out there. ‘Hey, 
if you like that, keep up with what 
we’re doing and maybe we’ll come 
around to you again.’ We build so 
many relationships.” 

Emmalyn Borbon and her hus¬ 
band waited five hours to see the 
band play at Guam’s Micronesia 
Mall. “We didn’t know there was 
a band concert today,” she said 
before the show. “We’re so happy 
to see that they’re going to play. I 
love military bands. So we have to 
wait. We did not go home yet.” 

Deeter said the impact of these 
connections is felt by the band 
members as well. 

“A lot of times, the U.S. military 
will go have military exercises 
with another nation’s military, and 
the local populations hear about 
this, and a lot of times, they’re not 
too happy about it, if I’m honest,” 
he said. “But they also don’t see the 
Marines and sailors and soldiers 
that are there because they’re on 
a base somewhere doing military 
exercises. 

“What we get to do is we get to 
follow these exercises around and 
we get to go play for the local peo¬ 
ple. That’s when we really get to 
connect with them and win hearts 
and minds all around the world.... 
We get to go out and have a good 
time with the people and let them 
see that we’re people too.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Brennan 
pledges to 
fight back 



AP 


President Donald Trump on Wednesday revoked the security clearance of former 
CIA Director John Brennan. He said he is reviewing security clearances for other 
individuals, including the eight shown above. They are, top row from left, former 
CIA Director Michael Hayden, former FBI Director James Comey, former acting FBI 
director Andrew McCabe and former national security adviser Susan Rice. Bottom 
row from left are former FBI Deputy Assistant Director Peter Strzok, former FBI 
lawyer Lisa Page, former Deputy Attorney General Sally Yates and former National 
Intelligence Director James Clapper. 


By Jill Colvin 
and Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former CIA Director 
John Brennan said Sunday that he is con¬ 
sidering taking legal action to try to prevent 
President Donald Trump from stripping 
other current and former officials’ security 
clearances. 

Speaking on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” 
Brennan said he’s been contacted by a num¬ 
ber of lawyers about the possibility of an 
injunction in the wake of Trump’s move to 
revoke his clearance and threaten nine oth¬ 
ers who have been critical of the president 
or are connected to the Russia probe. 

“If my clearances and my reputation as 
I’m being pulled through the mud now, if 
that’s the price we’re going to pay to pre¬ 
vent Donald Trump from doing this against 
other people, to me it’s a small price to pay,” 
Brennan said. “So I am going to do what¬ 
ever I can personally to try to prevent these 
abuses in the future. And if it means going 
to court, I will do that.” 

Brennan, who served in President Barack 
Obama’s administration, said that while 
he’ll fight on behalf of his former CIA col¬ 
leagues, it’s also up to Congress to put aside 
politics and step in. “This is the time that 
your country is going to rely on you, not to 
do what is best for your party but what is 
best for the country,” he said. 

Trump yanked Brennan’s security clear¬ 
ance last week, saying he felt he had to do 
“something” about the “rigged” probe of 
Russian election interference. He has said 
he may do the same for nine others, includ¬ 
ing a Justice Department official whose wife 
worked for the firm involved in producing a 
dossier on Trump’s ties to Russia. 

An executive order signed in 1995 by 
President Bill Clinton lays out the process 


for approving security clearances and de¬ 
scribes a detailed revocation and appeal 
procedure. 

Former Obama-era 
CIA Director Leon Pa- 
netta, who also served 
as defense secretary, 
said Sunday that 
Trump must abide by 
the executive order 
unless he decides to 
change or cancel it. 
Speaking on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation,” he 
said Trump’s decision 
to revoke Brennan’s 
clearance raises questions about whether 
he followed due process. 

Brennan’s legal warning came as other 
officials joined the growing chorus of critics 

— now more than 75 intelligence officials 

— denouncing Trump’s security clearance 
threats, saying they have a right to express 


their views on national security issues with¬ 
out fear of punishment. 

Retired Navy Adm. Mike Mullen, former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff under 
George W. Bush and Obama, likened it to 
President Richard Nixon’s use of a political 
enemies list. 

Mullen told “Fox News Sunday” that 
while he doesn’t agree with Brennan’s 
decision to criticize the president, the for¬ 
mer CIA director has the right to freedom 
of speech unless he’s revealing classified 
information. 

Republican Sen. Ron Johnson, of Wis¬ 
consin, agreed with Trump that Brennan’s 
comments “really did cross a line.” 

But, he said, rather than pulling officials’ 
security clearances, Trump should avoid 
politicizing the issue and simply deny them 
access to classified material. 

“I don’t want to see an enemies list,” he 
said. 



Brennan 


Trump says lawyer McGahn isn’t ‘a John Dean type RAT’ 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

BRIDGEWATER, N.J. — President 
Donald Trump insisted Sunday that White 
House lawyer Don McGahn isn’t “a John 
Dean type RAT,” making reference to the 
Watergate-era White House attorney who 
turned on Richard Nixon. 

Trump, in a series of angry tweets, blast¬ 
ed a New York Times story reporting that 
McGahn has been cooperating extensively 
with the special counsel team investigat¬ 
ing Russian election meddling and poten¬ 
tial collusion with Trump’s Republican 
campaign. 

“The failing @nytimes wrote a Fake 
piece today implying that because White 
House Councel Don McGahn was giving 
hours of testimony to the Special Councel, 
he must be a John Dean type RAT,” Trump 
wrote, misspelling the word “counsel,” as 
he often does. “But I allowed him and all 
others to testify — I didn’t have to. I have 
nothing to hide....” 

The New York Times said in a tweet that 
it stands by the story. 

Trump’s original legal team had encour¬ 
aged McGahn and other White House of¬ 


ficials to cooperate with special counsel 
Robert Mueller, and McGahn spent hours 
in interviews. 

Trump’s personal attorney, Rudy Giu¬ 
liani, said in an appearance on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” that Trump didn’t raise 
executive privilege or attorney-client priv¬ 
ilege during those interviews because his 
team believed — he says now, wrongly — 
that fully participating would be the fastest 
way to bring the investigation to a close. 

“The president encouraged him to testi¬ 
fy, is happy that he did, is quite secure that 
there is nothing in the testimony that will 
hurt the president,” Giuliani said. 

McGahn’s attorney, William Burck, 
added in a statement: “President Trump, 
through counsel, declined to assert any 
privilege over Mr. McGahn’s testimony, so 
Mr. McGahn answered the Special Coun¬ 
sel team’s questions fulsomely and hon¬ 
estly, as any person interviewed by federal 
investigators must.” 

Dean was White House counsel for 
Nixon, a Republican, during the Water¬ 
gate scandal. He ultimately cooperated 
with prosecutors and helped bring down 
the Nixon presidency, though he served a 


prison term for obstruction of justice. 

Dean, a frequent critic of the president, 
tweeted Saturday night in response to the 
Times story that, “Trump, a total incompe¬ 
tent, is bungling and 
botching his handling 
of Russiagate. Fate 
is never kind to bun¬ 
glers and/or botchers! 
Unlike Nixon, how¬ 
ever, Trump won’t 
leave willingly or 
graciously.” 

He added Sunday in 
response to Trump’s 
tweets that he doubts 
the president has 
“ANY IDEA what Mc¬ 
Gahn has told Mueller. Also, Nixon knew 
I was meeting with prosecutors, b/c I told 
him. However, he didn’t think I would tell 
them the truth!” 

Critics of the president have recently 
compared his decision to target the securi¬ 
ty clearances of critics and those involved 
in the Russia investigation to the “enemies 
list” created by the Nixon White House to 
keep track of political opponents they in¬ 
tended to target with punitive measures. 



McGahn 


Bishop defends 
Catholic Church 
of present day 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The bishop of Pitts¬ 
burgh’s Roman Catholic diocese pushed 
back against a call for his resignation 
and said the diocese has “followed every 
single step” needed for responsible action 
after allegations of child sexual abuse. 

Bishop David Zubik spoke Sunday to 
George Stephanopoulos on ABC’s “This 
Week” following the Tuesday release of 
a landmark report detailing widespread 
child sexual abuse in six Pennsylvania 
Roman Catholic dioceses. The report ac¬ 
cused Zubik of not reporting credible 
allegations. 

Zubik said he can understand the rage 
people have reading the report and “I feel 
that rage, too.” 

But he said that since he became the 
bishop in 2007, “we have followed every 
single step that we needed to follow to 
be responsible in our response to the 
victims.” 

Officials have, he said, listened to vic¬ 
tims “very carefully,” removed priests 
from dioceses, turned allegations over to 
appropriate district attorneys, let an in¬ 
dependent review board look at whether 
a return to ministry is warranted and, 
finally, informed parishioners of the dio¬ 
cese’s actions. 

“The church of Pittsburgh today is not 
the church that’s described in the grand 
jury report,” he said. 

The Survivors Network of those Abused 
by Priests called for Zubik to step down 
and for an end to donations “until he steps 
down or takes proven steps that protect 
kids.” 

Asked about an allegation in the report 
that an alleged victim was told after a 
meeting with Zubik that the diocese would 
pay for college tuition and counseling in 
exchange for his silence, Zubik said the 
allegation was made after the person ac¬ 
cused of abuse had died, and the diocese 
has decided since 2002 “not to do any con¬ 
fidentiality agreements.” 

“But we needed to be able to assert 
whether or not the alleged behavior did in 
fact occur,” he said. “And that was part of 
the discussion that took place in that par¬ 
ticular case.” 


Fans injured at Okla. concert 

THACKERSVILLE, Okla. — At least 
14 people were injured and transported 
to hospitals after trusses holding up the 
entrance to a resort where the Backstreet 
Boys were set to begin a concert in Okla¬ 
homa collapsed. 

WinStar World Casino and Resort said in 
a statement posted on Twitter on Saturday 
that the resort began an evacuation about 
5 p.m. when lightning was within 4 miles 
of the casino. 

The company said about 150 patrons did 
not evacuate, and when the storm hit with 
70-80 mph winds, it knocked over trusses 
and the entrance collapsed on them. Of 
the 14 people taken to a hospital, two have 
been released. 

WinStar said the concert was postponed 
to a later date. 

Band member Kevin Richardson tweet¬ 
ed that the concert had been sold out, with 
about 12,000 fans buying tickets. 

From The Associated Press 
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ICE agents detain 
spouse of woman 
about to give birth 



Dignitaries take a tour of Southwest Key Programs Casa Padre, a U.S. immigration facility in 
Brownsville, Texas, where children are detained. 

US school districts weigh their 
duty to youth migrant shelters 


By Sally Ho 

Associated Press 

When San Benito, Texas, school 
leaders learned of an influx of 
children to a migrant shelter in 
their small town near the U.S.- 
Mexico border, they felt obliged 
to help. 

The superintendent reached out 
and agreed to send 19 bilingual 
teachers, mobile classrooms and 
hundreds of computers to make 
the learning environment resem¬ 
ble that in one of his schools. 

While a government contractor 
bears responsibility for educat¬ 
ing children at the highly guard¬ 
ed center, local officials say they 
stepped up partly because of a 
law that calls on school systems 
to educate any child, anywhere 
within their district. 

“This is not a political issue. 
This is not a racial issue. This is a 
moral obligation, and actually our 
legal obligation,” said Michael 
Vargas, who leads the board of 
the San Benito Consolidated In¬ 
dependent School District. 

San Benito is one of a small 
number of U.S. school systems 
that are preparing for the first 
day of school on both their public 
campuses and in new classrooms 
set up at nearby federal youth 
migrant shelters. In neighbor¬ 
ing Brownsville, Texas, the su¬ 
perintendent is working on an 
agreement to deploy teachers and 
services to help educate 800 chil¬ 
dren housed in federal facilities 
in her district. 

The school systems pitched in 
amid an outcry over the separa¬ 
tion of children from their parents 
at the U.S.-Mexico border under 
the Trump administration’s zero 
tolerance policy for illegal immi¬ 
gration. Several hundred children 
remain separated from their par¬ 
ents, but most of the thousands of 
young people held in federal shel¬ 
ters across the U.S. are unaccom¬ 


panied minors who arrived in the 
country without their families. 

The Associated Press inquired 
with public school districts in 61 
cities nationwide where shelters 
are known to exist within their 
boundaries. Among the 50 that 
responded, most said they had no 
contact with 
the shelter 
or federal 
program 
authorities. 
Some out¬ 
side the bor¬ 
der states, 
including 
Camden, 
N.J., said 
they only 
recently dis¬ 
covered the 
existence 
of migrant 
shelters 
in their 

community. 
Many 

noted they 
would edu¬ 
cate all 
children 
regardless 
of immigra¬ 
tion status, as required by law, 
if their families or legal guard¬ 
ians sought enrollment on their 
campuses. 

“Until this becomes a real-time 
issue for us, we have no official 
position,” said Superintendent 
Dennis Blauser, of the Oracle, 
Ariz., school district. 

In Texas, some districts al¬ 
ready had long-standing agree¬ 
ments to run classrooms with 
public school teachers at migrant 
shelters. 

By law, the federal contractors 
that operate the shelters are re¬ 
quired to have a “care provider” 
give children six hours a day of 
structured learning time. 

Southwest Key, the largest con¬ 
tractor operating such facilities, 


has agreements with two school 
districts, including San Benito. 
Also, it is working to create part¬ 
nerships with the Brownsville 
Independent School District and 
with a charter-school network 
run separately by Southwest 
Key’s parent organization. 

Salvador Cavazos, Southwest 
Key’s vice president of educa¬ 
tional services, said the nonprofit 
shelter operator has for years of¬ 
fered great basic services but is 
now welcoming more help from 
outside school systems as an en¬ 
hancement as the number of chil¬ 
dren in its care grows. 

He said Southwest Key gets 
appreciative feedback from fami¬ 
lies after the average 30- to 45- 
day stay for each child, and most 
students leave with some level 
of academic gain. He said the 
children do “a lot of good work” 
studying through a project-based 
curriculum that is aligned with 
state standards. 

“They do history projects. They 
do class presentations. They do 
read-alouds with the books and 
novels that they’re reading,” said 
Cavazos, a former schoolteacher 
and administrator. 

The districts’ role is largely 
limited to their regular school 
year, though the shelters also pro¬ 
vide supplemental curriculum 
during summer months. 

Rochelle Garza, a Brownsville- 
based attorney who advocates for 
the children in court, noted that 
the students can be detained for a 
semester or more with repeating 
instruction as other kids cycle in 
and out. 

Brownsville Superintendent 
Esperanza Zendejas said she felt 
a responsibility to honor the spirit 
of a 1982 U.S. Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing that affirmed all children in 
the United States are entitled to 
enroll in their local public school 
district for a free education. 


By Amanda Lee Myers 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A Califor¬ 
nia woman said Saturday that she 
had to drive herself to the hos¬ 
pital and give birth without her 
husband after he was detained by 
immigration agents. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials said the 
man was detained because he 
was wanted on an outstanding ar¬ 
rest warrant in a homicide case in 
Mexico. 

Maria del Carmen Venegas said 
she and her husband, Joel Arrona 
Lara, were driving to the hospital 
Wednesday when they stopped 
for gas in San Bernardino, just 
east of Los Angeles. 

Surveillance footage shows two 
vehicles immediately flank the 
couple’s van after they pulled into 
the gas station. Agents with ICE 
questioned the couple and asked 
for identification, Venegas said. 

Venegas, 32, said she provided 
hers but that Arrona had left his 
at home in their rush to the hos¬ 
pital. The surveillance footage 
shows the agents handcuffing 
Arrona, 35, and taking him away, 
leaving a sobbing Venegas alone 
at the gas station. 

Venegas said she drove herself 
to the hospital for a scheduled ce¬ 
sarean section for the birth of her 
fifth child. 

“I feel terrible,” Venegas said 
in a telephone interview from the 
hospital as her newborn son, Da¬ 
mian, cried in the background. 
“We need him now more than 
ever.” 

Venegas said she and her hus¬ 
band came to the U.S. 12 years 
ago from the city of Leon in the 
central Mexican state of Gua¬ 
najuato. They do not have legal 
authorization to live in the U.S.; 
all five of their children are U.S. 
citizens, she said. 

Venegas said her husband is a 
hard worker and the sole provider 
for the family. 

In a statement issued Saturday 
afternoon, Immigration and Cus¬ 
tom Enforcement said Arrona 


BOSTON — A federal judge in 
Boston is hearing arguments in a 
lawsuit challenging the arrest of 
immigrants seeking legal resi¬ 
dency through marriage. 

The Monday hearing will ad¬ 
dress the government’s argu¬ 
ments to dismiss the class action 
lawsuit brought by the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Massa¬ 
chusetts, as well as the ACLU’s 
request for temporary relief for its 
clients while the case continues. 

The ACLU argues immigra¬ 
tion officials are violating federal 
regulations permitting certain 



Francisco Kjolseth, 
The Salt Lake (Utah) Tribune/AP 


“was brought to ICE’s attention 
due to an outstanding warrant is¬ 
sued for his arrest in Mexico on 
homicide charges,” spokeswoman 
Lori Haley said. 

ICE said agents with the agen¬ 
cy’s Fugitive Operations Team 
detained Arrona on Wednesday 
and that he remained in custody 
pending removal proceedings. 

Though the team prioritizes 
arresting immigrants who are 
transnational gang members, 
child sex offenders and those 
who’ve had previous convictions 
for violent crimes, the agency’s 
statement said it “will no longer 
exempt classes or categories of 
removable aliens from potential 
enforcement.” 

“All of those in violation of the 
immigration laws may be subject 
to immigration arrest, detention 
and, if found removable by final 
order, removed from the United 
States,” the statement said. 

Emilio Amaya Garcia, direc¬ 
tor of the San Bernardino Com¬ 
munity Service Center, said his 
nonprofit group is providing legal 
help to Venegas and Arrona, will 
file a motion on Monday for an 
immigration court to set a bail 
hearing for Arrona and will ask 
that his removal proceedings be 
canceled. 


spouses of U.S. citizens to pursue 
lawful immigration status while 
remaining in the country. 

The lead plaintiff in the case is 
Lilian Calderon, a Guatemalan 
woman in Rhode Island arrested 
following an interview with U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. 

She was released in February 
after the ACLU intervened and 
is among 17 individuals detained 
following marriage interviews 
this year. 

From The Associated Press 


This is not 
a political 
issue. 

This is not 
a racial 
issue. This 
is a moral 
obligation, 
and actually 
our legal 
obligation.* 

Michael Vargas 

San Benito 
Consolidated 
Independent 
School District 
board leader 


Judge to hear suit challenging immigrant arrests 
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Trump's approach to China 
gets more confrontational 



Pang Xinglei, Xinhua, Sipa USA/TNS 

President Donald Trump met with Chinese President Xi Jinping in 
Beijing in November 2017. More and more, Trump’s rhetoric is 
being aimed at China. 


By David Nakamura 
The Washington Post 

BRIDGEWATER, N. J. — After 
18 months of treating North 
Korea as the top national security 
threat, President Donald Trump 
has increasingly turned his at¬ 
tention to China, taking a more 
confrontational approach that ex¬ 
perts said shows a risky shift in 
U.S. policy. 

From an escalating trade war 
to a new defense budget that coun¬ 
ters Chinese maritime expan¬ 
sion, the Trump administration 
has taken aim at the East Asian 
power in a contest of wills that 
has led to a growing consensus in 
Beijing that the United States is 
seeking to contain China’s rise. 

Trump’s rhetoric has grown 
sharper since last year, when he 
attempted to strike a rapport with 
his “good friend” President Xi 
Jinping. Trump recently cited the 
Chinese military as the rationale 
for creating a new Space Force at 
the Pentagon, and in a tweet on 
Saturday he injected China into 
the specter of foreign influence of 
U.S. elections. 

“All of the fools that are so fo¬ 
cused on looking only at Russia 
should start also looking in anoth¬ 
er direction, China,” the president 
wrote, without offering evidence 


of any Chinese conspiracy. 

Analysts said the rise in hostil¬ 
ity suggests that Trump and his 
advisers have come to view the 
communist nation as a malign 
power and direct competitor and 
adversary whose expanding in¬ 
fluence must be blunted through 
more extreme countermeasures. 
To a degree, it is a view that is 
shared more widely among Wash¬ 
ington foreign policy analysts as 
Xi has consolidated power and 
pursued an aggressive agenda of 
economic growth and territorial 
expansion. 

But analysts said the Trump 
administration has yet to articu¬ 
late a clear strategy to deal with 
China even as it signals a sharp 
departure from the approach of 
previous administrations. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama sought to 
cooperate with Beijing on major 
global initiatives, such as the 
Paris climate accord and the Iran 
nuclear deal, as a way to manage 
China’s growth and encourage it 
to act more responsibly in the in¬ 
ternational system. 

Trump has pulled the United 
States out of both of those pacts. 

“I do not see very many issues 
this administration is trying to 
work with China on,” said Bonnie 
Glaser, a China analyst at the Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and International 


Studies in Washington. “The ef¬ 
fort to come up with new things 
where our interests converge has 
been abandoned. I think this ad¬ 
ministration is in agreement that 
China is a competitor, and the ef¬ 
fort here is really focused on how 
we have a more effective compet¬ 
itive strategy with China.” 

Trump had talked tough on 
China throughout his campaign, 
but he pulled back after tak¬ 
ing office and inviting Xi to his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida in 
the spring of 2017. The president 
declined to follow through on 
threats to label China a “curren¬ 
cy manipulator” as he sought to 
enlist Beijing’s help in his inter¬ 
national pressure campaign on 
North Korea. 

But the president has soured on 
Beijing as his bid to force Pyong¬ 
yang to live up to commitments 
made with leader Kim Jong Un in 
a nuclear summit in Singapore has 
faltered. As Trump’s relationship 
with Kim has appeared to enter 
an uneasy detente, analysts sug¬ 
gested the president sees China as 
a convenient political foil to juice 
his domestic political base. 

There is doubt about whether 
the strategy is working. Since the 
spring, the world’s two largest 
economies have each put tariffs 
on $34 billion worth of goods, 


with $16 billion more slated to 
take effect this week. The trade 
war has sparked anxiety among 
some U.S. industries and, in June, 
forced the Trump administration 
to announce plans for a $12 bil¬ 
lion bailout to farmers affected 
by retaliatory Chinese tariffs on 
soy, corn, wheat and other agri¬ 
cultural products. 

A Chinese delegation is sched¬ 
uled to visit Washington this week 
for lower-level trade talks. 

“The Trump administration is 


trying surgery with a chain saw 
in making threats and demanding 
unconditional surrender,” said 
Daniel Russel, an analyst at the 
Asia Society who served as a top 
Asia policy official in the Obama 
administration. “The Chinese 
tell me they see a clear connec¬ 
tion between the aggressive push 
on trade and the language in the 
National Security Strategy and 
other documents labeling China, 
in effect, an enemy.” 


Accused Russian agent Butina moved to Virginia jail 


By Spencer S. Hsu and Tom Jackman 
The Washington Post 

A Russian woman charged with attempt¬ 
ing to infiltrate the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion and other American political groups as 
a covert agent for the Russian Federation 
was moved from the District of Columbia 
jail to the Alexandria, Va., jail, her attorney 
and jail officials said Saturday. 

Maria Butina, 29, was indicted July 17 
by a grand jury on charges of conspiracy 
to act and failing to register as an agent 
of a foreign government. She pleaded not 
guilty. Her attorney said Butina was mere¬ 
ly networking to develop relationships with 
Americans. 

An Alexandria jail spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to say why Butina was moved, and 
a spokesman for the U.S. Marshals Ser¬ 


vice said, “As a matter of policy, we do not 
disclose information related to individual 
prisoners to protect their privacy, safety 
and security.” 

A spokesman for the U.S. attorney’s of¬ 
fice for the district in Virginia said it does 
not oversee the detention of defendants nor 
typically disclose their location. 

A spokesman for the U.S. attorney’s of¬ 
fice of the District of Columbia did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment. 

The Russian Embassy in Washington has 
called Butina’s arrest politically motivated 
and complained about jail conditions, say¬ 
ing in a post on its website Thursday that 
embassy diplomats had visited Butina in 
jail and would be lodging a complaint with 
the U.S. State Department “demanding to 
stop psychologically pressuring and hu¬ 


miliating our fellow citizen.” 

“It seems as if Washington is trying to 
force her to cooperate with the investiga¬ 
tion by making her living conditions as 
difficult as possible,” the embassy said in a 
Twitter post, adding in a statement that jail 
officials had reinstated 15-minute over¬ 
night checks on Butina — consistent with 
what the embassy said was a suicide watch 
— without cause. 

The embassy asked jail officials to pro¬ 
vide a translator so that Butina could re¬ 
ceive letters written in Russian that it 
said were denied her because they might 
contain “coded messages,” and to fully 
provide “necessary medical attention,” 
not just painkillers, for leg swelling that 
it said resulted from cold temperatures in 
Butina’s cell. 

Butina’s attorney, Robert Driscoll, said 


that Butina was not given a reason for the 
move between 5 and 6 p.m. Friday and that 
he did not know if it was related to the com¬ 
plaints. He said prosecutors told him they 
were unaware of the move. 

“She’s a little shook up, just by the unan¬ 
nounced move,” Driscoll said after visiting 
her Saturday. 

Driscoll on Friday announced the cre¬ 
ation of a legal defense fund for Butina, in¬ 
cluding an English- and Russian-language 
fundraising website. 

Butina’s next court date is Sept. 10. She 
was ordered held without bond pending 
trial by U.S. Magistrate Judge Deborah 
Robinson of Washington, who cited risks 
that Butina might flee or resume her al¬ 
leged unlawful activities, as well as the 
government’s significant evidence against 
her. 


Colo, legislative aide punished for Putin portrait prank 


Associated. Press 

DENVER — An adviser to a Demo¬ 
cratic legislative leader in Colorado has 
been punished for helping a progressive 
group put a picture of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on brief display at the state 
capitol building near a spot reserved for a 
portrait of President Donald Trump. 

The prank, which made international 
news, happened in late July after reports 
that Republicans hadn’t raised the $10,000 
needed to commission a presidential 


portrait. 

Aide Katie March used her security 
badge to allow a member of ProgressNow 
Colorado into the capitol with the picture 
of Putin, KUSA-TV reported. A tour guide 
removed it soon after a Democratic state 
senator tweeted a picture. 

House Speaker Crisanta Duran, of Den¬ 
ver, said March’s actions were “not sanc¬ 
tioned by the House leadership office.” 

She “has been spoken to by State Patrol 
and our office, and disciplinary action has 
been taken,” Duran said. 


March apologized. 

“I saw this as a harmless prank but 
didn’t think through the potential impact 
of my actions on our building security,” 
March said in a written statement. “I sin¬ 
cerely apologize to my colleagues and to 
State Patrol for my actions.” 

Soon after, Republicans raised the 
money needed for the Trump portrait. But 
Senate President Kevin Grantham was not 
amused. 

“This building belongs to all the people 
of Colorado and I’m frankly shocked that 


anyone who works on staff here — and 
works for the top Democrat in the House, 
no less — would be a party to something 
as inappropriate and over the line as this,” 
Grantham said in a statement. 

March also lost the credentials that al¬ 
lowed her to enter the capitol without going 
through security, Duran said. 

ProgressNow Colorado executive direc¬ 
tor Ian Silverii said the Putin portrait was 
meant to raise public awareness of the dan¬ 
ger of Russian influence over Trump. 
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OPINION 

3 things working against another Kasich run 


By Ramesh Ponnuru 

Bloomberg News 

O hio Gov. John Kasich and 
President Donald Trump cel¬ 
ebrated a fellow Republican’s 
electoral victory by resum¬ 
ing their feud. Both of them backed Troy 
Balderson, who appears to have won a nail- 
biter this month in a special election for the 
U.S. House. Trump claimed, on Twitter 
naturally, that the race was close because 
Kasich is so unpopular. (Kasich has a net 
approval rating of 15 percent in Ohio, while 
Trump is at -1.) Kasich retaliated with a 
clip of Vladimir Putin laughing. 

Will their rivalry move from Twitter to 
the presidential primary? Kasich has fans 
who would like to see him take on Trump 
(again) in 2020. But there are three facts 
working against Kasich’s ability to make it 
a real race. 

First, and most obvious: Trump has the 
support of 82 percent of Republicans. Yes, 
some of that support is soft, and yes, the 
numbers could drop. That would happen if 
Trump crossed conservatives on an issue 
millions of them care about, like guns or 
abortion. He has given no sign of being 
willing to take that risk. Significant eco¬ 
nomic deterioration could pry some soft 
supporters out of his coalition, too. Other¬ 
wise he is probably safe. 

In an era of party polarization, partisans 
are less likely to tolerate internal chal¬ 
lenges. The last time an incumbent presi¬ 
dent even got a black eye in a primary was 
26 years ago, when Pat Buchanan made 
a decent showing in the New Hampshire 
primary against President George H.W. 
Bush. Backing a challenger runs the risk 


of weakening the incumbent and thus 
handing power to the other party. That was 
arguably the effect of Buchanan’s run in 
1992. 

A vote for Kasich, Trump supporters 
would say, is a vote for Kamala Harris (or 
Elizabeth Warren, or whatever Democrat 
looks most formidable at that time). It’s an 
argument that would hit home with a lot of 
Republicans. 

That judgment might change if Repub¬ 
licans thought that Trump had no hope 
of winning re-election. Which brings us 
to a second issue: Trump’s 2016 victories 
radically reduced the power of electability 
arguments against him. “Trump’s Repub¬ 
lican critics almost uniformly agree that 
they cannot attract a large audience for 
their case against the president until Re¬ 
publican elected officials and voters see 
evidence that his approach is endanger¬ 
ing the party’s electoral prospects,” CNN’s 
Ronald Brownstein wrote recently. 

They’re being too optimistic. Trump 
polled very badly through most of the gen¬ 
eral election against Hillary Clinton, and 
most Republican politicians were afraid 
of a bloodbath. It didn’t happen. Even if 
Trump’s re-election numbers look dismal 
in the fall of 2019, Republican voters are 
going to need a lot of convincing to drop 
him as a sure loser. 

Losing the House this fall will not cause 
Republicans to make that reassessment. 
His supporters will make many excuses if 
that happens, and some of them will even 
be correct. The president’s party usually 
loses seats in a midterm, they’ll say, ac¬ 
curately. Because Republicans in swing 
districts are more likely to be critical of 
Trump, it’s the critics who will dispropor¬ 


tionately lose seats. Trump’s supporters in 
the media will spin that to mean that stick¬ 
ing with him is the smart course. And a 
face-off between Trump and a Democratic 
House will tend to make party loyalty 
among Republicans — and thus loyalty to 
Trump — even stronger. 

The third reason a Kasich run could 
fizzle out is that some Republicans who 
have reservations about Trump have res¬ 
ervations about him, too. The common de¬ 
nominator among Republicans who dislike 
Trump is revulsion against his character. 
On policy issues, Trump’s critics diverge. 

Kasich, who has been a strong support¬ 
er of Medicaid expansion and has urged 
people to “just take a chill pill” when dis¬ 
cussing abortion, appeals to anti-Trump 
Republicans whose policy views are rela¬ 
tively moderate. But he alienates many of 
those who are more conservative — the 
kind of voters who favored Sen. Ted Cruz 
rather than Kasich over Trump in 2016. 

Someone like Kasich would probably do 
better in a primary challenge to Trump 
than someone like Cruz, because anti- 
Trump Republicans these days tend to be 
college-educated suburbanites who are 
themselves relatively moderate. But Ka¬ 
sich could not count on all anti-Trump Re¬ 
publicans to back him. 

A primary challenge to Trump in 2020 
might still serve a purpose, even if Trump 
retains the support of most Republicans. 
But that purpose will be to register a pro¬ 
test — to stand for a conservatism that is 
better than Trump — not to elect a new 
president. 

Ramesh Ponnuru is a Bloomberg Opinion 
columnist. He is a senior editor at National 
Review, visiting fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute and contributor to CBS News. 


2 small nudges help cut back on opioid prescriptions 


By Cass Sunstein 

Bloomberg Opinion 

A major source of the opioid crisis is 
overprescribing by well-meaning 
doctors who want to relieve pa¬ 
tients’ pain but are insufficiently 
focused on the risks. Could behavioral eco¬ 
nomics help change that — and save lives? 

Almost 2 million Americans are now 
addicted to opioids. In 2016 alone, 42,000 
died from opioid overdoses, with more 
than 32,445 deaths coming from prescrip¬ 
tion opioids. These numbers reflect alarm¬ 
ing increases in a short period. In 2015, for 
example, the number of deaths from pre¬ 
scription opioids was 22,598. 

What can be done? Led by the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern California’s Jason Doctor, 
a team of researchers found a dramatic 
way to nudge doctors to reduce opioid pre¬ 
scriptions. Their starting point was simple: 
When patients die, clinicians often don’t 
find out. 

Their experiment involved 861 clinicians 
in San Diego. About half of them served as 
the control. The other half received this 
letter: “This is a courtesy communication 
to inform you that your patient (Name, 
Date of Birth) died on (date). Prescrip¬ 
tion drug overdose was either the primary 
cause or contributed to the death.” The let¬ 
ter also offered information on the risks of 
prescription medication-related deaths. It 
suggested consultation of a website with 
additional materials. 

The researchers hypothesized that the 
letter would reduce opioid prescriptions. 
To test that hypothesis, they compared 
the number of opioid prescriptions a few 
months before and a few months after the 
letter was sent. 

In the control group, prescriptions stayed 
pretty steady (actually they increased 


modestly). In the group of clinicians that 
received the letter, by contrast, prescrip¬ 
tions decreased significantly. And those 
clinicians were less likely to start new pa¬ 
tients on opioids at all. 

Why did that happen? The researchers 
speculate that like everyone else, clini¬ 
cians assess health and safety risks by 
asking whether bad outcomes come read¬ 
ily to mind. They use the “availability heu¬ 
ristic,” as Daniel Kahneman and Amos 
Tversky call it. The letter made a tragic 
outcome quite salient. That affected clini¬ 
cians’ behavior. 

People are also likely to act differently 
when they are being watched, especially 
by those in positions of authority. A let¬ 
ter from the San Diego medical examiner 
about a patient’s death is bound to get a 
doctor’s attention. 

The researchers emphasize that their 
approach could be used in many cities and 
states. In view of the magnitude of the opi¬ 
oid crisis, that’s an excellent idea. 

True, we don’t want to deter doctors 
from prescribing opioids when they’re 
needed. But feedback about risks is impor¬ 
tant — and if it’s vivid, it is likely to have 
an impact. 

The San Diego study follows on the heels 
of another successful effort to reduce opi¬ 
oid prescriptions, also informed by behav¬ 
ioral economics. 

At two emergency departments in Phila¬ 
delphia, the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Medicine Nudge Unit changed the default 
setting on electronic medical records dis¬ 
charge orders, from 30 or more tablets in 
the initial prescription of opioids to just 10. 

You might not think that this change 
would have much of an effect. After all, a 
default setting is just a starting point — a 
mere nudge. Clinicians can do what they 


want. 

But the change in the default had a real 
impact. It increased initial prescriptions 
of just 10 tablets by 22 percent (from 21 to 
43 percent) — and significantly decreased 
larger initial prescriptions. 

Here as well, there is a major opportu¬ 
nity. Electronic health records have many 
default settings, which influence clini¬ 
cians’ decisions. Some of those settings 
haven’t been adequately thought through. 
A lower default for opioid prescriptions 
could reduce the level of addiction. 

The two experiments turn out to be 
closely linked. Opioid prescriptions are 
sometimes a product of habitual behavior 
rather than careful consideration. Even 
though the opioid crisis is highly publi¬ 
cized, many doctors just keep doing what 
they have done before. Unless they receive 
feedback when tragedy strikes, or unless 
they are given a new default, they have no 
reason to change. 

That’s a problem, but it’s also an oppor¬ 
tunity. Especially when it is both concrete 
and personal, a little information can go a 
long way. 

Many officials have been discouraged to 
learn that apparently promising efforts to 
limit opioid prescribing, including aggres¬ 
sive regulatory restrictions, do not appear 
to have accomplished much. The good news 
is that more modest approaches, informed 
by behavioral economics, are having a real 
impact. 

There’s much more to learn. But we al¬ 
ready know something important: In view 
of their life-saving potential, those ap¬ 
proaches should be adopted more widely 
— and soon. 

Cass Sunstein is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 
He is the author of “The Cost-Benefit Revolution” 
and co-author of “Nudge: Improving Decisions 
About Health, Wealth and Happiness.” 
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OPINION_ 

Digital identity should be a separate entity 


By Elaine Ou 

Bloomberg Opinion 

I n the 1981 sci-fi novel “TrueNames,” 
Vernor Vinge describes a dystopian 
future in which hackers go to great 
lengths to keep their real-world iden¬ 
tities secret for fear that the U.S. govern¬ 
ment might enslave or assassinate them. 
Almost four decades years later, it’s not 
lives that are at risk, but reputations and 
careers. 

In recent months, we’ve seen multiple 
media personalities lose their jobs over 
controversial statements, along with one 
near miss. Elon Musk is facing U.S. Secu¬ 
rities and Exchange Commission inquiries 
for his unchecked Twitter ramblings, and 
plenty of not-even-famous people have 
been fired for theirs. Given how efficiently 
the internet amplifies every indiscretion, 
it’s a bit reckless to anchor our accounts to 
a real-name identity. 

Former Google CEO Eric Schmidt has 
lamented, “One of the errors that the In¬ 
ternet made a long time ago is that there 
was not an accurate and non-revocable 
identity-management service.” (Google 
Plus was originally intended to provide 


just that service!) Aside from increased 
convenience for ad trackers, there’s a rea¬ 
sonable case to be made for real names on 
internet platforms. The possibility of tank¬ 
ing your career serves as pretty good col¬ 
lateral against bad behavior. 

It’s also convenient for the user. When 
I first signed up for Airbnb and Uber, I 
linked the apps to my Facebook account 
to prove that I was a real human with real 
friends. Allowing people to port reputation 
from one platform to another lets someone 
else do the hard work of filtering out the 
derelicts. 

This ability for strangers to use our rep¬ 
utations for or against us is still new. For 
most of human history, identity has been 
local and labor-intensive. When we give 
the Starbucks barista our names to write 
on our to-go cups, we can be relatively sure 
that the information left behind is isolated 
by the amount of work it would take to link 
it to the rest of our lives. A particularly 
abhorrent person may be banished from 
a community, but could theoretically relo¬ 
cate without her reputation preceding her. 

Then came the internet and ubiquitous 
social media, and now a simple Google 
search will reveal much about anyone’s 


life. As more activity is linked to our real 
names, the stakes seem excessively high. 
There has to be a better way. 

Before we invented corporations, busi¬ 
ness owners were personally liable for any 
losses the business incurred. This meant 
that if your company sold a bum product, 
you could be sued and enslaved by credi¬ 
tors. In the 1800s, we created the idea of 
limited liability companies that were le¬ 
gally independent of their founders. By 
separating the corporation from its own¬ 
ers, entrepreneurs could take on new 
business ventures, or multiple ventures, 
without liability from one company affect¬ 
ing another. 

Digital identity could be approached the 
same way: as a standalone entity with lim¬ 
ited impact on the rest of our lives. 

We have credentials that unlock cer¬ 
tain privileges, profiles with ratings and 
relationships, but there is no requirement 
that a digital identity be associated with an 
individual, or even an individual human. 
Mark Zuckerberg, champion of online au¬ 
thenticity, employs an entire team of staff¬ 
ers to maintain his personal Facebook 
page. Given that Facebook’s Name Policy 
requires people to use their real names, 


Zuckerberg’s profile page really ought to 
be named after his employees. 

The ability to adopt multiple pseud¬ 
onyms doesn’t mean we instantly open the 
floodgates to bots and trolls any more than 
bankruptcy laws allow all creditors to in¬ 
stantly escape all debts. Each new pseud¬ 
onymous account must start from scratch. 
As an account ages and develops a reputa¬ 
tion and following, it accrues quantifiable 
collateral much like corporate goodwill. 

Reputation can be a valuable asset. 
Traders on account marketplaces buy and 
sell established social media accounts, 
with older users commanding a premium. 
A verified account created in 2009 (like 
mine) currently goes for about $900. I’m 
effectively putting up a $900 deposit every 
time I tweet. 

True names are a barbarous relic. The 
government needs some distinct identifier 
for each individual, to allow for civic func¬ 
tions like voting and taxation. But the in¬ 
ternet doesn’t need to know your name. 

Elaine Ou is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 

She is a blockchain engineer at Global Financial 
Access in San Francisco. Previously she was a 
lecturer in the electrical and information engi¬ 
neering department at the University of Sydney. 


Principi: Trio’s alleged influence on VA ‘astounding’ 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

F ormer VA Secretary Anthony 
Principi says he “found it astound¬ 
ing” that three wealthy friends of 
President Donald Trump, mem¬ 
bers of his Mar-a-Lago country club in 
Palm Beach, Fla., were able to affect exec¬ 
utive hiring at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and might have influenced VA 
policy. 

The nonprofit newsroom ProPublica 
reported this month that Trump and his 
White House staff allowed billionaire Ike 
Perlmutter, physician Bruce Moskowitz 
and lawyer Marc Sherman, none of whom 
ever served in the military, to screen can¬ 
didates for senior VA executive positions, 
helping to determine who got hired, pro¬ 
moted and fired — including nominees re¬ 
quiring Senate confirmation. 

In an attempt also to influence VA policy, 
the trio reportedly had daily communica¬ 
tion with then-VA Secretary David Shulkin 
or senior staff, suggesting programs, par¬ 
ticularly on veterans’ health care, to carry 
out a White House agenda aimed at priva¬ 
tizing more of the medical care that veter¬ 
ans receive. 

It was an agenda that Shulkin and senior 
aides had resisted, or moved too slowly on, 
resulting in firings, force retirements and 
denied promotions. 

ProPublica said it relied on interviews 
with former VA officials and on hun¬ 
dreds of emails between VA staff and the 
so-called “Mar-a-Lago Group.” Journal¬ 
ist Isaac Arnsdorf obtained the emails 
through the Freedom of Information Act. 
He reported that the trio was led by Perl¬ 
mutter, 75, chairman and CEO of Marvel 
Entertainment. 

What alarmed Principi, and why as a 
lifelong Republican he is comfortable com¬ 
menting on the report, is that the outsiders’ 
influence, if reported accurately, contrasts 
so sharply with marching orders Principi 
got from President-elect George W. Bush 
before he was nominated for VA secretary 
in January 2001. 

Interviewed by Bush and then-Vice 
President-elect Dick Cheney at the Madi¬ 
son Hotel in Washington, Principi recalled 
that the focus was on veterans. 


Military Update 


“He said, ‘Tony, you select your team. I 
am holding you accountable. You surround 
yourself with dedicated, knowledgeable, 
experienced people who really care about 
the mission. The only thing I ask of you 
is to please coordinate with White House 
Office of Personnel. Let them know what 
you’re doing.’ 

“And I surrounded myself with Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats,” Principi said. His 
staff included Democrats who were Clin¬ 
ton administration holdovers including a 
senior adviser who became acting under¬ 
secretary for benefits, his deputy chief in¬ 
formation officer and his chief of staff, who 
was a career VA employee. 

“That was good governance,” said Prin¬ 
cipi. “If these [Mar-a-Lago] assertions are 
true, I don’t think that’s good governance. 
It’s not the way the nomination and ap¬ 
pointment process should work. And with 
regard to policy, I directed the policy at 
VA, for better or worse.” 

He had frequent discussions with the 
White House Domestic Policy Council and 
worked VA budgets with its Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget, Principi said. “We 
had back and forth. But it all emanated 
from the 10th floor — my floor — at the 
VA.” 

That’s not the authority Trump, his 
friends and White House team allowed 
Shulkin, according to ProPublica. Perl¬ 
mutter, Moskowitz and Sherman reviewed 
“all manner of policy and personnel deci¬ 
sions,” it reported. They “prodded the VA 
to start new programs.” VA leaders trav¬ 
eled to Mar-a-Lago to “kiss the ring” of 
Trump’s friends at taxpayer expense, one 
former VA official told ProPublica. 

Principi said he lacks firsthand infor¬ 
mation to be able to comment on many 
disturbing details in the report. But he 
believes the Mar-a-Lago arrangement in¬ 
creased turmoil in a department that has 
been relentlessly battered by scandal and 
criticism, some of it overblown by partisan 
politics, for several years. 

“They have hurt the VA in that there 
has been a lack of leadership,” Principi 


said. “There has been so much uncer¬ 
tainty, so much inner turmoil and so 
much loss of time. And the career force is 
demoralized.” 

One email exchange from last April in¬ 
volved then-acting VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie following his visit to Mar-a-Lago, 
which the VA said coincided with an offi¬ 
cial visit to a local VA hospital. Moskowitz 
wrote to thank Wilkie for “a very produc¬ 
tive meeting,” explaining, “I speak for the 
group that both you and Peter,” presum¬ 
ably then-VA chief of staff Peter O’Rourke, 
“astounded all of us on how quickly and 
accurately you assessed the key problems 
and more importantly the solutions that 
will be needed to finally move the VA in 
the right direction.” 

“Sir it was my honor,” Wilkie responded. 
“Thank you for taking time and I look for¬ 
ward to seeing you soon.” 

Curt Cashour, VA press secretary, said 
the Mar-a-Lago trio only shared ideas. 

“These individuals are not administra¬ 
tion officials, and have no direct influence 
over VA,” said Cashour. “That said, we 
appreciate hearing from anyone who has 
good ideas about improving care and ben¬ 
efits for veterans, and talk to a broad range 
of people, including academics, doctors, 
veterans groups and many others.” 

He added, “Almost everything in the 
[ProPublica] story was before Secretary 
Wilkie came to VA. [He] has been clear 
how he does business — no one from out¬ 
side the administration dictates VA poli¬ 
cies or decisions. That’s up to him and 
President Trump. Period.” 

Rep. Tim Walz, of Minnesota, ranking 
Democrat on the House Veteran Affairs 
Committee, said the “actions taken by 
these individuals and VA leaders appear to 
contradict” such claims and the arrange¬ 
ment “reeks of corruption and cronyism.” 

Walz wrote to Wilkie, who became VA 
secretary in late July, asking that the de¬ 
partment “hand over all correspondences 
between VA officials and the three men 
identified in the article, without delay.” If 
the revelations “prove true and VA is being 
secretly run from the shadows of Mar-a- 
Lago by individuals with no accountability 
to taxpayers and who have never served” 
in government, Walz wrote, “that would 
amount to an unprecedented, disturbing 


and profoundly unacceptable betrayal of 
our nation’s veterans.” 

In another email, from last September, 
Perlmutter told some government officials 
whose names are redacted, that he and as¬ 
sociates “have been talking to Dr. Shulkin 
for many months about identifying the ex¬ 
istence of healthcare delivery issues at VA 
medical centers” including that some VA 
hospitals “are delivering some specialty 
healthcare when they shouldn’t, and when 
referrals to private facilities or other VA 
centers would be a better option.” 

Perlmutter wrote that “our solution is to 
make use of the academic medical centers 
and medical trade groups, both of whom 
have offered to send review teams to the 
VA hospitals to help in this effort. The pur¬ 
pose of this email is to see if you know of 
any impediments to taking them up on this 
offer and to get your thoughts in general 
about this approach.” 

Several Democratic senators and repre¬ 
sentatives have called for the VA inspector 
general and the Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office to investigate the legality of any 
influence the Mar-a-Lago group had on VA 
appointments and policy and whether laws 
were violated or personal business inter¬ 
ests advanced. 

The VA, said Walz, “is the physical em¬ 
bodiment of the promise we made to veter¬ 
ans. It is not and never will be a vehicle for 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago cronies to drive poli¬ 
cy that benefits their private interests.” 

Perlmutter, Moskowitz and Sherman, 
in a statement to ProPublica, downplayed 
their influence, said no one was obligated 
to act on their counsel and they sought 
“nothing at all in return” for their advice. 

Principi said he is “hopeful that this 
chapter has been closed and the President 
will allow Secretary Wilkie, in coordina¬ 
tion with the White House and Congress, 
to do what’s necessary to serve the needs 
of our nation’s veterans. I am confident that 
the secretary is going to move forward and 
identify the right team and the right poli¬ 
cies that are needed at the VA.” The VA, 
he said, “is yearning for strong leadership. 
[Wilkie] brings that. He’s dedicated and he 
cares about the mission.” 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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Woman helps to 
reduce feral feline 
population in Idaho 


By Darin Oswald 
Idaho Statesman 

BOISE, Idaho 

M illie Reddig, 71, will tell you 
she’s not your average crazy 
cat lady. 

And she isn’t. 

The Boise woman has learned how to 
trap feral cats to ensure they’re spayed or 
neutered. She paints portraits of cats — her 
cats, other people’s cats, cats for local pet 
adoption fundraisers — and, yes, even dogs. 
Then there’s her car: a 1993 Toyota Camry 
she’s painted and dubbed the Catmobile. 

At one point this summer, she had 21 cats 
— and a dog named Rusty — living in vari¬ 
ous spaces around the house and in a con¬ 
verted kennel in the backyard. 

That space was intended to be her art 
studio, but she saw a greater need: to give 
rescued cats a better life. 

With help from her husband, Duane, Red¬ 
dig converted a series of sheds and shelters 
into Sally’s Sanctuary, named in honor of a 
close friend, Sally Jones, who also shared 
a love for cats and animals. She pursued a 
kennel license that she renews annually. 

Some of the cats at the sanctuary were left 
behind by owners who passed away, others 
were rescued from bad environments and 
destined for euthanasia. 

“I’m proud to be involved with (animal) 
rescue,” she said. “Yes, I have too many 
cats. But somebody has to do it.” 

Reddig has what she calls the “unadopt- 
ables” — feral or abandoned domestic cats, 
many with health problems, that nobody 
else would shelter. 

Nina, a Russian Blue who now prances 
carefree through Reddig’s home, was one 
of those feral cats. 

“We thought she might have neurologi¬ 
cal damage when we first got her,” she said. 
Today, Nina is one of Reddig’s most curious 
and active cats. When she’s not jumping 
among the many cat runways and platforms 
created by Duane, Nina settles for a comfy 
spot next to her favorite human. 

Nina’s right ear is clipped at the tip. 
“They do that so we know a feral cat has 
been spayed or neutered,” she said. 

And aside from her own cats like Nina, 
Reddig manages a feral cat colony where 
she provides a bit of shelter and visits every 
day or two with food and water. 

Reddig discovered the colony near her 
daughter’s new home in West Boise, which 
was part of a redevelopment project. 

Originally from Georgia, Reddig moved 
to Idaho from Alabama 10 years ago to be 
near her daughter. She discovered cats 
were being displaced and living under a 
construction shed near the home. “I had 
never heard of a feral cat,” she said. 

One day she saw that a kitten had been 
run over and decided something had to be 
done. She got in touch with local organiza¬ 



Millie Reddig holds Phoebe, a cat that was rescued as a kitten infected with ringworm in 2013, in Boise, Idaho. 


tions Spay Neuter Idaho Pets, or SNIP, and 
Stop Pet Overpopulation Today, or SPOT, at 
the Idaho Humane Society. 

Then Reddig learned how to trap — man¬ 
aging to trap and fix 15 feral cats at her 
colony to help control its population. 

And she’s not alone. In the 
last year, the Idaho Hu¬ 
mane Society said it has 
spayed or neutered 
2,133 feral cats, and 
many like-minded 
cat lovers manage 
similar adopted , 
colonies around 
the Treasure I 
Valley. 

“I have a lot of 
friends that I work 
with, and a lot of dif¬ 
ferent rescues,” she ^ 
said. “We all work to¬ 
gether to try and help solve 
the cat problem — which is really 
a people problem.” 

Lianne Yamamoto, of Nampa, a trapping 
and rescue comrade, said she prefers to use 
the term community cats for cats that don’t 
really belong to anyone. 

Many of the cats likely belonged to some¬ 
one once, but now they’re out on their own 
trying to survive in local neighborhoods, at 
dairies or at Lake Lowell. 
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Yes, I have too 
many cats. But 
somebody has to 
do it.' 

Millie Reddig 

cat rescuer in Boise, Idaho 


“People just feel like, ‘I can dump any 
animal there and they’ll be fine,’ which is 
not true,” she said. 

To control a colony’s population, volun¬ 
teers trap feral cats and take them to local 
clinics to get spayed or neutered — often 
with discounts or vouchers provid¬ 
ed through SNIP or SPOT and 
supporting veterinarians. 
“The best thing to do 
is trap them, get them 
fixed and just let them 
be. Turn them back 
l to where they were,” 
Reddig said. 

[ “There’s a reason 
why they are there. 
They have a food 
source and they have 
shelter. If you get rid of 
W the fixed ones, then more 
are going to move in. And 
they’re not going to be fixed.” 

The cycle will only continue with 
more feral kittens. 

Some rescues create a conundrum for 
animal advocates, especially when prop¬ 
erty owners just want to be rid of the nui¬ 
sance. After trapping them, Reddig and 
friends know the reality of what happens to 
unwanted cats — especially ferals. 

You can usually tame kittens, Reddig 
said. But it’s much harder to domesticate 


adults, which is another reason to fix them 
and return them back to their habitat. 

“A lot of my friends will try and tame 
feral adults because it’s such a better fife for 
them if they can have a home and all that,” 
Reddig said, but she’s not quite convinced 
that’s always possible. “I think ferals are 
happy being ferals,” she said. 

When still living in Alabama, Reddig ad¬ 
opted Frasier, her first rescue cat. 

“He was my soul mate,” she said. 

She learned years later that among other 
health problems, his jaw had been broken 
in two places. It required a feeding tube to 
mend, and after two days of Frasier being 
miserable, Reddig made a tough decision. 

“I said, ‘That’s enough,”’ she said, hold¬ 
ing back tears, “So we let him go.” 

An artist in college, Reddig picked up her 
brush and started painting again. 

“[Frasier] was the first painting I did,” 
she said. “He was just special.” 

Frasier’s colorful portrait is printed on 
one of the countless cat-themed T-shirts 
Reddig wears. 

“Maybe that’s why I got so involved in try¬ 
ing to help cats that need to be rescued. And 
that’s why I did this,” Reddig said pointing 
to her ’93 Toyota Camry. 

“People think I’m crazy. But it makes 
some people laugh and smile.” 















Monday, August 20,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


WORLD _ 

Over 2 million Muslims begin annual hajj 



By Omar Akour 

Associated. Press 

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — More 
than 2 million Muslims began the 
annual hajj pilgrimage at first 
light on Sunday in Saudi Arabia, 
circling the cube-shaped Kaaba 
in Mecca that Islam’s faithful face 
five times each day during their 
prayers. 

The five-day hajj pilgrimage 
represents one of the world’s big¬ 
gest gatherings every year and is 
required of all able-bodied Mus¬ 
lims once in their lifetime. 

The hajj offers pilgrims an op¬ 
portunity to feel closer to God 
amid the Muslim world’s many 
challenges, including the threat 
of violence and extremists in the 
Mideast and the plight of Myan¬ 
mar’s Muslim Rohingya minority. 

“We are very blessed by Allah 
to be in this place, and we pray to 
Allah to make the Islamic nations 
from the West to the East in a bet¬ 
ter situation,” said Essam-Eddin 
Afifi, a pilgrim from Egypt. “We 
pray for the Islamic nations to 
overcome their enemies.” 

Muslims believe the hajj re¬ 
traces the footsteps of the Prophet 
Muhammad, as well as those of 
the prophets Ibrahim and Ismail 
— Abraham and Ishmael in the 
Bible. Muslims believe God stayed 
the hand of Ibrahim after com¬ 
manding him to sacrifice his son, 
Ismail. In the Christian and Jew¬ 
ish version of the story, Abraham 
is ordered to kill his other son, 
Isaac. 

The Kaaba represents the meta¬ 
phorical house of God and the one¬ 
ness of God. 

Muslims circle the Kaaba coun¬ 
terclockwise seven times while 
reciting supplications to God, 
then walk between the two hills 
traveled by Hagar, Ibrahim’s 
wife. Mecca’s Grand Mosque, the 
world’s largest, encompasses the 
Kaaba and the two hills. 

Before heading to Mecca, many 
pilgrims visit the city of Medina, 
where the Prophet Muhammad is 
buried and where he built his first 
mosque. 

After prayers in Mecca, pil¬ 
grims will head to an area called 
Mount Arafat on Monday, where 
the Prophet Muhammad delivered 
his final sermon. From there, pil¬ 
grims will head to an area called 
Muzdalifa, picking up pebbles 
along the way for a symbolic ston¬ 
ing of the devil and a casting away 
of sins that takes place in the Mina 
valley for three days. 

At the hqjj’s end, male pilgrims 


will shave their hair and women 
will cut a lock of hair in a sign of 
renewal for completing the pil¬ 
grimage. Around the world, Mus¬ 
lims will mark the end of hqjj with 
a celebration called Eid al-Adha. 
The holiday, remembering Ibra¬ 
him’s willingness to sacrifice his 
son, sees Muslims slaughter sheep 
and cattle, distributing the meat to 
the poor. 

Mqj. Gen. Mansour al-Turki, 
the spokesman of the Saudi In¬ 
terior Ministry, told journalists 
Saturday that more than 2 million 
Muslims from abroad and inside 
the kingdom would be taking part 
in this year’s hqjj. 

Saudi Arabia’s ruling A1 Saud 
family stakes its legitimacy in 
part on its management of the ho¬ 
liest sites in Islam. King Salman’s 
official title is the “Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques,” at Mecca 
and Medina. Other Saudi kings, 
and the Ottoman rulers of the 
Hijaz region before them, all have 
adopted the honorary title 

The kingdom has spent billions 
of dollars of its vast oil revenues 
on security and safety measures, 
particularly in Mina, where some 
of the hajj’s deadliest incidents 
have occurred. 

The worst in recorded history 


took place only three years ago. 
On Sept. 24, 2015, a stampede and 
crush of pilgrims in Mina killed at 
least 2,426 people, according to an 
Associated Press count. 

The official Saudi toll of 769 
people killed and 934 injured has 
not changed since only two days 
afterward. The kingdom has 
never addressed the discrepancy, 
nor has it released any results of 


an investigation authorities prom¬ 
ised to conduct over the disaster. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia also 
faces threats from al-Qaida mili¬ 
tants and a local faction of Islamic 
State. Days earlier, the Interior 
Ministry acknowledged arresting 
a Saudi wearing an explosive vest 
in the kingdom’s central al-Qas- 
sim region who shot at security 
forces. 


Indonesian island hit by multiple quakes, causing landslides 


By Rosidin Sembahulun 

Associated Press 

SEMBALUN, Indonesia — 
Strong earthquakes jolted the 
Indonesian tourist island of Lom¬ 
bok on Sunday, causing power 
blackouts, landslides and damage 
to buildings, as the island tries to 
recover from a temblor earlier 
this month that killed hundreds 
of people. 

A shallow quake late Sunday 
evening was measured at mag¬ 
nitude 6.9 by the U.S. Geologi¬ 


cal Survey and followed quakes 
during the day recorded at mag¬ 
nitudes 6.3 and 5.4. All were 
centered in the northeast of the 
island. 

The evening quake was fol¬ 
lowed by strong aftershocks. 

An Associated Press reporter 
on Lombok said the latest in the 
flurry of quakes caused panic 
and power blackouts in parts of 
the island. 

There were was no immedi¬ 
ate information about damage or 


casualties. 

The daytime quakes caused 
landslides on the slopes of Mount 
Rinjani, an active volcano, and 
panic in villages. Video shot by 
the Indonesian Red Cross showed 
huge clouds of dust billowing 
from the mountain’s slopes. 

The National Disaster Mitiga¬ 
tion Agency said one person died 
from a heart attack during the 
biggest of the daytime quakes and 
nearly 100 houses near the epi¬ 
center were severely damaged. 


The shaking from the daytime 
quakes toppled motorcycles and 
damaged buildings in Lombok’s 
Sembalun subdistrict, including 
a community hall that collapsed. 
The hall had sustained damage 
in earlier quakes, said disaster 
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo 
Nugroho. 

A magnitude 7.0 quake that 
struck Lombok on Aug. 5 killed 
460 people, damaged tens of thou¬ 
sands of homes and displaced sev¬ 
eral hundred thousand people. 


Cyprus extradites 
Egyptian hijacker 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — An Egyp¬ 
tian man who hijacked a domes¬ 
tic EgyptAir flight in 2016 and 
ordered it to land in Cyprus has 
been extradited to his homeland 
after giving up a drawn-out legal 
fight, authorities said Sunday. 

Seif Eddin Mustafa was trans¬ 
ferred to Egyptian custody and 
flown back late Saturday to Egypt, 
where prosecutors are investigat¬ 
ing the incident. Cyprus Justice 
Minister Ionas Nicolaou told The 
Associated Press that Mustafa’s 
extradition went ahead after he 
dropped a three-year court battle 
to avoid extradition. 

Mustafa had challenged ex¬ 
tradition on the grounds that he 
could face torture or an unfair 
trial in Egypt. 

Businessman funds 
anti-Brexit campaign 

LONDON — The co-founder 
of the fashion brand Superdry 
said Sunday he has donated $1.28 
million to a group seeking a new 
referendum on Britain’s depar¬ 
ture from the European Union as 
the U.K. government prepares to 
publish its assessment of the im¬ 
pact of leaving the bloc without an 
agreement on future relations. 

Julian Dunkerton, whose 
streetwear brand has outlets in 
46 countries, wrote in the Sun¬ 
day Times that he is backing the 
People’s Vote campaign because 
he predicts Brexit will be a “di¬ 
saster” and “we have a genuine 
chance to turn this around.” 

With only seven months until 
Britain is due to leave the EU, exit 
talks have stalled and both sides 
say the chances of the U.K. crash¬ 
ing out without a deal are rising. 

113 dead turtles wash 
ashore in Mexico 

MEXICO CITY — Mexican 
environmental authorities are 
investigating the deaths of more 
than 100 endangered sea turtles 
whose carcasses have turned up 
at a wildlife sanctuary on the Pa¬ 
cific coast of Chiapas state. 

The environmental protec¬ 
tion agency on Saturday said 102 
olive ridley, six hawksbill and five 
Galapagos green bill turtles were 
found dead at the Playas de Puer¬ 
to Arista Sanctuary between July 
24 and Aug. 13. Authorities are 
testing the water and conducting 
autopsies to determine possible 
causes of death. 

Police say suspect in 
UK crash charged 

LONDON — A driver whose 
car collided with several people 
before crashing outside Britain’s 
Parliament has been charged 
with attempted murder, police in 
London said Saturday 

The Metropolitan Police force 
said Salih Khater, 29, faces two 
charges — trying to kill police of¬ 
ficers and trying to kill members 
of the public. 

Three people were injured 
when Khater, a British citizen 
originally from Sudan, hit a 
group of cyclists before colliding 
with security outside Parliament 
last Tuesday. 

From The Associated Press 
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Putin dances at 
wedding ahead of 
talks with Merkel 



Roland Schlager/AP 


Russian President Vladimir Putin dances with Austrian Foreign 
Minister Karin Kneissl at her wedding in Gamlitz, southern Austria, 
on Saturday. 


By Frank Jordans 

Associated. Press 

BERLIN — Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin made a fly¬ 
ing visit to Austria to attend the 
wedding of the country’s foreign 
minister Saturday before heading 
to Berlin for talks with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

Austrian authorities imposed 
tight security measures around 
the site of the ceremony near the 
southern border with Slovenia, 
where Foreign Minister Karin 
Kneissl married her partner 
Wolfgang Meilinger, a business¬ 
man. Kneissl, an independent, 
was nominated by the pro-Rus¬ 
sia Austrian Freedom Party, 
whose leaders also attended the 
wedding. 

Photos showed Putin dancing 
with the bride, who was dressed in 
a traditional Austrian costume. 

According to Austrian pub¬ 
lic broadcaster ORF, Putin also 
brought a small Cossack men’s 
choir along to entertain about 100 
guests at the wedding. 

Austrian lawmaker Joerg 
Leichtfried, of the opposition So¬ 
cial Democratic Party, criticized 
Kneissl’s decision to invite Putin 
to the wedding, saying it called 


into question Austria’s role as a 
neutral intermediary in the con¬ 
flict in eastern Ukraine, where 
Russia-backed rebels are battling 
government forces. Austria cur¬ 
rently holds the European Union’s 
rotating presidency. 

Putin spokesman Dmitry Pes¬ 
kov told Russian news agencies 
that the Russian president spent 
about an hour at the wedding. 
Putin gave the newlyweds a cold 
press oil machine, a traditional 
Russian samovar and a landscape 
painting that “depicts the place 
where the groom hails from,” ac¬ 
cording to Peskov. 

Peskov said Putin offered 
“quite a long toast in German in 
which he said he was thankful 
and happy that he got a chance to 
visit the hospitable Austria.” 

Speaking hours later alongside 
Merkel before the two leaders 
held bilateral talks at the Ger¬ 
man government’s guesthouse in 
Meseberg, north of Berlin, Putin 
said they would discuss bilateral 
ties, economic cooperation and 
Russia’s Nord Stream 2 gas pipe¬ 
line beneath the Baltic Sea. 

The United States and some 
European countries have criti¬ 
cized the pipeline, saying it could 


increase Europe’s energy depen¬ 
dence on Russia, harm Ukraine 
— currently a major gas transit 
country — and pose an environ¬ 
mental risk. 

Germany imported 53 billion 
cubic meters of Russian gas last 
year. 

“Nord Steam 2 is purely an eco¬ 
nomic project and it doesn’t close 
the door to shipping gas through 
Ukraine,” Putin said. Transit fees 
for Russian gas are an important 
item contributing to the Ukrai¬ 
nian budget. 

With protesters audible Sat¬ 
urday outside the guesthouse in 
Meseberg, Putin also raised the 
issue of humanitarian aid and 


funding for international recon¬ 
struction in Syria. 

“It’s important to help those 
areas that the refugees can re¬ 
turn to,” he said. “I think it’s in 
everyone’s interests, including 
Europe’s.” 

Germany, which has taken in 
hundreds of thousands of Syrian 
refugees fleeing the war, has in 
the past insisted it wouldn’t con¬ 
tribute to the reconstruction of 
Syria before a political settlement 
to end the war has been reached. 

Merkel said the talks would 
also touch on the possibility of es¬ 
tablishing a United Nations mis¬ 
sion to help bring about peace in 
Ukraine. 


Questioning of US Jews at Israeli border exposes rift 


A poll published by the American Jewish Committee in 
June showed deep differences between U.S. and Israeli 
Jews on issues such as Israeli settlements, religious 
pluralism and President Donald Trump’s policies. 


By Josef Federman 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — When Simone Zimmerman 
arrived at the check-in window at the Israeli 
border with Egypt, it didn’t take long for the 
young activist to run into trouble. 

Zimmerman, a Jewish American living in Is¬ 
rael, quickly became a person of interest after 
telling the border agent that she worked for an 
Israeli advocacy group that assists Palestinians. 
She said that led to a series of “super-charged” 
questions about her professional activities and 
political views. 

The agent wanted to know why she worked 
with Palestinians, not Jews, and asked for 
the names of Palestinian contacts in the West 
Bank. Agents unlocked her phone, asked her 
opinion of Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu and threatened to deport her if she lied. 
After four hours, Zimmerman, who had taken a 
brief vacation in Egypt, was allowed to return 
to Israel. 

A series of similar incidents at Israeli border 
crossings has highlighted a growing gulf be¬ 
tween the country’s hard-line government and 
liberal Jewish Americans who say they support 
Israel but oppose its policies on issues includ¬ 
ing religion, President Donald Trump and es¬ 
pecially the continued occupation of the West 
Bank. 

This shift already appears to be having im¬ 
portant implications for what historically has 
been a close relationship built on almost un¬ 
questioning bipartisan support. Some Jewish 
leaders have begun to criticize Israeli policies 
publicly, and some predict that the Democratic 


Party — home to an estimated 70 percent of 
American Jews — could soon turn away from 
its support for Israel. 

A poll published by the American Jewish 
Committee in June showed deep differences 
between U.S. and Israeli Jews on issues such 
as Israeli settlements, religious pluralism and 
Trump’s policies. Only 34 percent of American 
Jews, for instance, supported Trump’s han¬ 
dling of relations with Israel, compared with 77 
percent of Israeli Jews. 

A separate poll conducted by the Pew Re¬ 
search Center early this year found deep parti¬ 
san differences in attitudes toward Israel, with 
Republicans more sympathetic to Israel than 
Democrats by a nearly 3-to-l margin. 

Non-Orthodox American Jews have long 
identified with liberal causes, such as civil 
rights and social justice, and have become well- 
integrated into mainstream American society. 

In contrast, many Israelis have more con¬ 
servative world views. They generally oppose 
mixed marriage, have a more collective identity 
and take a harder line toward the Palestinians, 
said Steven Cohen, a prominent sociologist who 
studies the American Jewish community. 

“Essentially, you have a liberal American 
Jewry confronting an increasingly conserva¬ 
tive Israeli electorate, specifically an Israeli 


Jewish electorate,” Cohen said. 

Despite these differences, the Jewish Ameri¬ 
can establishment — led by the influential 
pro-Israel lobbying group AIPAC — has firmly 
backed the Israeli government and its policies 
over the years. But a series of decisions by Ne¬ 
tanyahu’s government has begun to soften that 
support. 

The relationship hit a major turning point 
last year when Netanyahu, under pressure 
from religious political partners, called off an 
agreement to create an egalitarian space where 
men and women could worship together at the 
Western Wall, Judaism’s most holy prayer site. 
The Reform and Conservative movements, 
which represent most affiliated American 
Jews, slammed his decision. 

Last month, Israel approved a “nation state” 
law enshrining the country’s Jewish character, 
angering many in Israel’s Arab minority, who 
said it rendered them second-class citizens. 

Jewish American groups have strongly con¬ 
demned the law, as have Israeli liberals who 
saw it as undermining democracy and need¬ 
lessly provoking the country’s Arab minority. 
Last week, a coalition of anti-occupation Jew¬ 
ish groups in the U.S. pledged to demand ex¬ 
planations from any visiting Israeli lawmaker 
who supported the law. 


Belarusian Cabinet 
fired as economy tanks 

MINSK, Belarus — Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko 
fired his Cabinet, accusing it of 
failing to fulfill his orders. 

Lukashenko emphasized that 
a strong economy is essential 
for Belarus to maintain and 
strengthen its independence. He 
also warned Saturday that Be¬ 
larus will not turn into a “vassal” 
of its giant neighbor, Russia, even 
though he underlined the impor¬ 
tance of close ties with Moscow. 

Lukashenko said he fired Prime 
Minister Andrei Kobyakov’s 
Cabinet for failing to execute his 
orders and for paying too little 
attention to the country’s social 
needs. He appointed banker Ser¬ 
gei Rumas to succeed Kobyakov. 

Egypt reveals details of 
sarcophagus skeletons 

CAIRO — Egypt says research¬ 
ers have determined the gender 
and age of the three skeletons 
found inside a black granite sar¬ 
cophagus uncovered in the Medi¬ 
terranean city of Alexandria in 
July. 

Nadia Kheider, of the Antiqui¬ 
ties Ministry, said Sunday the 
skeletons belong to a woman in 
her early 20s, a man in his late 
30s and a man in his early 40s. 

Chief researcher Zeinab Ha¬ 
sheesh said one of the skulls has 
a cavity indicating a “surgical 
intervention.” 

The 2,000-year-old sarcopha¬ 
gus, which was filled with red 
fluid, created a stir on social 
media. The ministry said the red 
fluid was sewage water. 

Restaurant busted over 
tarantula tacos 

MEXICO CITY — Fancy a ta¬ 
rantula taco for a cool $27? Not so 
fast, Mexican authorities say. 

A Mexico City market restau¬ 
rant recently put the arachnids 
on its menu and posted a video on 
Facebook showing a chef torch¬ 
ing one until blackened. 

The only problem: The Mexi¬ 
can red rump tarantula is a pro¬ 
tected species. 

The federal environmental pro¬ 
tection agency said it was alerted 
to the situation via social media 
and seized four tarantula corpses 
that were ready to be served up 
on tortillas. 

London museum 
livestreams fatberg 

LONDON — London’s famous, 
festering fatberg lives on — and is 
getting its own livestream. 

The Museum of London said a 
chunk of oil, fat, diapers and baby 
wipes blasted out of a sewer last 
year is now part of its permanent 
collection. 

The museum said that the 
“highly toxic” lump will be stored 
in a secure case and displayed on¬ 
line via a “fatcam” so that view¬ 
ers can watch its changes. 

The fatberg was on display at 
the museum for several months 
this year. 

The museum said that “since 
coming off display the fatberg has 
started to grow an unusual and 
toxic mold in the form of visible 
yellow pustules, which has been 
identified as aspergillus.” 

From The Associated Press 
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The number of barrels of bait fish that spilled onto the road when a truck tipped over Thursday in Newcastle, 
Maine. The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office said the 41-year-old truck driver told police he went into the break¬ 
down lane to avoid hitting a vehicle stopped in traffic and lost control of the truck. Police said it took crews more 
than three hours to clean up the fish. Police said speed and driver inattention contributed to the crash. 


A ride with a view 



Julio Cortez/AP 


People ride a gondola overlooking the beach and boardwalk in Seaside Heights, N.J., on Friday. 


Grandmother covered in 
bruises after elk attack 

^ PHOENIX — An 83- 
year-old northern Ari¬ 
zona woman said a mother elk left 
her with deep bruises and lacera¬ 
tions after she tried to guide the 
mother’s calf out of her yard. 

Jeri Longenbaugh said she’s 
used to seeing elk around her 
Payson home and didn’t think she 
had anything to fear Friday when 
she opened the front gate of her 
yard to let the elk calf out. 

Longenbaugh told KNXV-TV 
that the mother elk trampled her 
head and stomped all over her 
body. 

One wound on the former Ma¬ 
rine and grandmother’s leg re¬ 
quired 17 stitches. Doctors told 
her that it was a miracle that the 
elk didn’t break any bones. 

French fries change 
sparks global frenzy 

||i|P WATERVILLE — A 
IVI i=j Maine restaurant said 
news about the anger surround¬ 
ing a change in its french fries 
has reached people all over the 
world. 

Bolley’s Famous Franks co¬ 
owner Leslie Parsons told the 
Kennebec Journal a newspaper 
in China wanted to try its fries 
and it received a call from people 
representing TV chef Rachael 
Ray. 

The Journal had reported 
the Waterville restaurant faced 
threats of violence when it 
changed from crinkle-cut to 
straight-cut fries in June. 

Parsons said the change was 
a financial decision because 
crinkle-cut fries required special 
blades that needed to be bought 
monthly. She said many people 
felt the new owners were chang¬ 
ing tradition at Bolley’s, which 
had served crinkle-cut fries since 
it opened in 1962. 

Exams found; students 
won't have to redo tests 

P| WEST PALM BEACH 
I L — About 200 Florida 
high school students briefly 
thought they may have to retake 
tests after learning that the Unit¬ 
ed Parcel Service lost a box con¬ 
taining college credit exams they 
took last spring. 

But the Palm Beach Post re¬ 
ported UPS alerted officials on 
Thursday that the missing box 
was found and is being sent to the 
University of Cambridge in Eng¬ 
land to be scored. 

Chicken fat spill 
greases road 

P DOVER — A slam on 

E. the brakes sent chicken 
fat spilling onto a Delaware road, 
shutting down the slickened lanes 
for nearly two hours. 

Delaware State Police Sgt. 
Richard Bratz told the News Jour¬ 
nal that the tractor-trailer that 
hit the brakes at a light Wednes¬ 
day had a tarp covering the fowl 
fat. With the sudden motion, the 
cargo overflowed, pouring over 
the sides of the truck and onto the 
asphalt. 

No one was injured. 


Man steals seafood, 
beer from restaurant 

m NORTH KINGSTOWN 
— Police said a hungry 
burglar broke into a Rhode Island 
restaurant and made off with sea¬ 
food and beer. 

Authorities said the theft hap¬ 
pened at Oak Hill Tavern in North 
Kingstown. 

Surveillance photos captured 
the man stealing two cases of 
frozen shrimp, one case of frozen 
scallops and the beer. 

Plane narrowly misses 
van crossing runway 

||i| SPRINGFIELD — A 

It I jetliner taking off 

narrowly missed hitting an air¬ 
port van that crossed a runway to 
go to an employee barbecue. 

The Envoy Air jet, with 50 pas¬ 
sengers and three crewmembers 
aboard, was taking off June 27 
from Missouri’s Springfield- 
Branson National Airport. Video 
shows the van cleared the jet’s 
path with seconds to spare. 

A report obtained by the 
Springfield News-Leader shows 


the van’s driver said he decided 
to cross the runway to make 
the barbecue in time. He said a 
ground controller had cleared 
him to cross Runway 14, but half¬ 
way across he saw the plane com¬ 
ing down the runway. 

Police: Man stole iPhone 
from 8-year-old boy 

NY NEW YORK — New 
It I York City police are 
searching for a man who they 
said stole an iPhone from an 8- 
year-old boy. 

WABC-TV reported the boy was 
walking back from camp recently 
when the suspect followed him. 
Police said the suspect walked 
into the boy’s apartment complex, 
threatened the child and took his 
phone. 

Authorities have released sur¬ 
veillance images of the suspect. 

Thief stole woman's car 
as she stopped for gas 

T WOLCOTT — Police in 
I Connecticut said a thief 
stole a woman’s car as she pre¬ 
pared to pump gas. 


The theft happened at a Cum¬ 
berland Farms in Wolcott last 
week. Surveillance video shows 
the suspect leaving another ve¬ 
hicle as the victim gets out of her 
car to pump gas. The suspect got 
into the car and drove away. 

The victim grabbed onto the 
passenger door and was dragged 
before she fell to the ground. 

Authorities said the woman 
suffered minor injuries. 

Famous pool at Hearst 
Castle being filled again 

k SAN SIMEON — Visi- 
tors to Hearst Castle on 
the central California coast will 
soon be able to see its extravagant 
Neptune Pool full of water again. 

State parks officials said they 
refilled the 345,000-gallon pool, 
which was drained in 2014 after 
cracks caused it to leak up to 
5,000 gallons a day. 

Repairs included replacing 
thousands of white marble and 
green serpentine tiles. 

The Neptune Pool is one of the 
signature elements of the palatial 
home that media mogul William 
Randolph Hearst built on ranch 
land overlooking the Pacific and 


now draws up to a million visitors 
annually. 

80,000 gallons of 
sewage flows into inlet 

IAJ A BREMERTON 
WW — Health officials 
warned the public to avoid contact 
with the water of Sinclair Inlet 
near Bremerton after 80,000 gal¬ 
lons of sewage spilled from Naval 
Base Kitsap. 

The Kitsap Public Health Dis¬ 
trict said the advisory will remain 
in effect until Aug. 21. 

An initial notice from the dis¬ 
trict attributed the spill to the 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, 
but shipyard spokesman J.C. 
Mathews said that was incorrect, 
and that the spill originated at the 
Navy base. The Washington De¬ 
partment of Ecology confirmed 
that. 

No information about the cause 
of the spill was immediately re¬ 
leased. A spokesman for Naval 
Base Kitsap did not immedi¬ 
ately return a message seeking 
comment. 

From wire reports 
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Artist's estate releases 
songs, curated album 

Sony’s Legacy Recordings and Prince’s 
estate released more than 300 songs from 
23 catalog titles on streaming services 
and digital service providers Aug. 17. 

The launch includes rare and out-of- 
print recordings. The music hails from 
the artist’s albums including “The Gold 
Experience,” “3121,” “Rave Un2 the Joy 
Fantastic.” 

Legacy and the soul-funk musician’s 
estate struck an exclusive agreement 
in June to allow the launch, as well as 
the release of “Prince Anthology: 1995- 
2010,” a newly curated, 37-track album 
also available for streaming and through 
digital services. 

“For Prince, 1995-2010 was an unprec¬ 
edented period of sustained and prolific 
creativity. Releasing fresh recordings 
at a rapid-fire pace through a variety of 
distribution strategies including his own 
online NPG Music Club, Prince was mak¬ 
ing some of the most provocative, experi¬ 
mental and soulful music of his career,” 
Legacy Recordings said in a statement. 
“Freed from major label demands and 
expectations, Prince was able to write, 
record and release his own music on his 
own terms.” 

The launch also marks a new direction 
for his catalog; Prince fiercely protected 
and prevented his music from streaming 
online. 

Other news 

■ Rapper Juelz Santana admitted in 
court Aug. 16 that he tried to get a gun 
onto a plane at a New York-area airport 
earlier this year. Santana, whose real 
name is LaRon James, pleaded guilty to 
possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon and carrying a weapon on an air¬ 
craft. He faces up to 20 years in prison 
when he is sentenced Dec. 12. 

■ Police say rapper Young Thug was 
arrested in Los Angeles after officers 
found a concealed firearm inside his car. 

■ On Wednesday, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals called for a boycott 
of the movie “Alpha,” alleging in a press 
release that “multiple bison were report¬ 
edly slaughtered and partially skinned 
to be used for a hunting scene.” A source 
close to the situation countered that no 
bison were killed for the sole purpose of 
the film. The production team contracted 
with a reputable meat-processing compa¬ 
ny to purchase previously harvested bison 
carcasses, according to the source, and 
the studio followed best practices. 

From wire reports 


Kristen Bell narrates cuddly 
IMAX documentary ‘Pandas’ 


By Lindsey Bahr 


Associated Press 

A nyone who has seen Kristen Bell break 
down in (happy) hysterics over a sloth 
knows the actress’ affinity for ani¬ 
mals, especially those of the cute and 
cuddly variety. So when the people behind the 
new IMAX original film “Pandas” asked “The 
Good Place” star if she would consider narrat¬ 
ing the documentary, it was a no-brainer. 

“I’m not un-secretive about the fact that I’m 
an animal lover, or an IMAX lover, to be to¬ 
tally honest with you,” Bell said. “I think they 
produce some of the best content out 
there, and I take my kids to the sci¬ 
ence center every time there’s a 
new IMAX movie. I just think the 
patience with which they produce 
particularly their animal documen¬ 
taries is kind of astounding.” 

“Pandas,” from David Doug¬ 
las and Drew Fellman (“Bom to 
Be Wild” and “Island of Lemurs: 
Madagascar”), takes audiences to 
the Chengdu Research Base of Giant 
Panda Breeding in China, where sci¬ 
entists are working toward a goal of 
releasing captive-born pandas into the 
wild, where only about 2,000 remaining 
pandas live. 

The film focuses in on one, Qian Qian 
(pronounced Chen Chen), from cub stage 
to her supervised release in the wild and the 
humans trying to make that happen. Hou Rong, 
the director of research at Panda Base since 
1994, has raised more than 200 baby pandas 
during her tenure and hopes that their work 
will help pandas thrive outside of captivity. 

In an inspiring display of cross-cultural 
solidarity, she travels to New Hampshire to ob¬ 
serve how a man named Ben Kilham has for 20 
years been successfully raising orphaned black 
bear cubs for eventual release in the wild. At 
Kilham’s suggestion, Panda Base hires Ameri¬ 
can conservation biologist Jake Owens, whom 
Douglas calls “the Indiana Jones of biologists,” 
to help supervise Qian Qian’s transition from 
city panda to country panda. 


A giant panda cub appears in the IMAX documentary “Pandas.” The film 
features the Chengdu Research Base For Giant Panda Breeding in China 
where scientists are working toward a goal of releasing captive-born pan¬ 
das into the wild. Kristen Bell, inset, narrates the documentary. 


Bell, who got involved later in the 
process, didn’t get to meet the pan¬ 
das but hopes that one day she will. 
But that didn’t stop her from pepper¬ 
ing the scientists like Owens with 
questions, like how much do they 
weigh (“150 pounds”), how much do 
they feel like they weigh (“about 300 
pounds”) and what do they smell 
like (“sweet grass and milk”)? 

An avid watcher of nature docu¬ 
mentaries, Bell said that she and her 


daughters Lincoln and Delta saw an 
early cut of “Pandas” and “loved it,” 
which makes Bell all the more excit¬ 
ed for additional kids and families to 
experience “Pandas,” too. 

She thinks the film will connect 
beyond animal die-hards, too. “It 
makes you feel good,” Bell said. “It’s 
inspiring, it’s beautiful, it’s adorable, 
it’s educational and personally I think 
currently the world could use more 
things that feel good, you know?” 


In a comeback season for Hollywood, this is the summer without box office bombs 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

H ave you noticed something oddly 
tranquil about this summer 
movie season? For the first time 
in recent memory, there hasn’t 
been one major bomb. 

Usually by now, there would be block- 
buster-sized craters left on the charred 
summer-movie battlefield, the inevitable 
toll of Hollywood’s most high-stakes sea¬ 
son. But this year, summer-movie bomb¬ 
watching, long one of the most dependable 
spectator sports of the season, has gone 
entirely without the sight of a “Lone Rang- 
er”-sized mushroom cloud. 

After the cataclysmic, the-sky-is-falling 
summer of 2017, when overall grosses slid 
14.6 percent from the year before, Holly¬ 
wood has rebounded. Ticket sales in North 
America this summer are up 11.3 percent, 
according to comScore. The comeback is 
even more pronounced when you factor 
in that the annual Marvel movie kickoff to 


Get news and reviews 
of this season’s flicks 
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summer slid just ahead of the official first 
weekend of May start, shifting the $678.5 
million domestic for Disney’s “Avengers: 
Infinity War” to the spring. 

Amid a remarkably turbulent time for 
the movie business, this summer has been 
surprisingly, almost weirdly, steady. 

“The studios did what they were sup¬ 
posed to,” said Kyle Davies, domestic dis¬ 
tribution chief for Paramount Pictures. 
“This notion that people are tired of going 
to the theaters, I don’t believe it for a sec¬ 
ond. I think people are ready every week¬ 
end: ‘Give me a reason to come.’” 

Paramount didn’t have a lot of releases 
over the summer, but coming off the spring 
success of “A Quiet Place,” Davies said, 


“Things have turned around.” “Mission: 
Impossible — Fallout,” the sixth install¬ 
ment in the Tom Cruise franchise, is ap¬ 
proaching $500 million worldwide, and the 
Diane Keaton/Jane Fonda-starring “Book 
Club” has, with $68.6 million, fared better 
than most comedies this year. 

But even Tom Cruise can do only so 
much to tip the overall box office. So what’s 
behind the bounce back? 

MoviePass, the flailing subscription ser¬ 
vice, has claimed responsibility. Subscrip¬ 
tion moviegoing has surely had an additive 
effect, bringing more regular visitors to 
theaters. But how much? There’s no statisti¬ 
cal evidence of MoviePass boosting bottom 
lines, and studio executives downplay its in¬ 
fluence as minimal. Jeff Bock, senior box- 
office analyst for Exhibitor Relations, said 
it’s difficult to extrapolate how big a driver 
subscription services have been, though he 
credited the copious attention and drama 
around MoviePass with fueling moviego¬ 
ing awareness. He’s more inclined to point 
to the improved studio project, specifically 


sequels like “Incredibles 2,” “Ant-Man and 
the Wasp” and “Deadpool 2.” 

“The one thing that was very different 
from last year’s sequels is that people want¬ 
ed to see these. That’s what it comes down 
to,” said Bock. “You can say Hollywood’s 
running on good credit and that’s probably 
one of the reasons people are coming out 
weekend after weekend.” 

The difference in Pixar releases alone 
accounts for a yawning $440 million gap. 
Last summer, “Cars 3” grossed $152.9 
million domestically; this year, “Incredi- 
bles 2,” the summer’s biggest smash, has 
earned $590.3 million in North America. 

But the final two weeks of August should 
only pad the season’s lead. After scoring $5 
million in its opening day Aug. 15, Warner 
Bros.’ “Crazy Rich Asians” appears poised 
to ride glowing reviews to approximately 
a five-day $25 million debut. Following 
last weekend’s chart-topping “The Meg,” a 
shark thriller, Warner Bros, will likely ac¬ 
count for the summer’s only two original, 
non-sequel No. 1 releases. 
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Greek island to run on wind, solar power 



Iliana Mier/AP 


A solar park on the Aegean island of Tilos, Greece, is seen 
Thursday. Tilos is set to become the first island in the Mediterranean 
to run exclusively on wind and solar power. 


By Iliana Mier 

Associated. Press 

TILOS, Greece — When the 
blades of its 800-kilowatt wind 
turbine start turning, the small 
Greek island of Tilos will become 
the first in the Mediterranean to 
run exclusively on wind and solar 
power. 

The sea horse-shaped Greek 
island between Rhodes and Kos 
has a winter population of 400. 
But that swells to as many as 
3,000 people in the summer, put¬ 
ting an impossible strain on its 
dilapidated power supply. 

This summer, technicians are 
conducting the final tests on a 
renewable replacement system 
that will be fully rolled out later 
this year. It will allow Tilos to run 
exclusively on high-tech batteries 
recharged by a wind turbine and 
a solar park. 

The European Commission 
said Tilos will be the first autono¬ 
mous renewable green island in 
the Mediterranean. It plans to 
use the project as a blueprint for 
other small islands across the Eu¬ 
ropean Union that have limited 
grid connection to the mainland. 
The EU has largely funded the 
project, providing $12.5 million 
of the total $15.7 million cost. 

“The innovation of this pro¬ 
gram and its funding lies in the 
batteries — the energy storage 
— that’s what’s innovative,” proj¬ 
ect manager Spyros Aliferis said. 
“The energy produced by the 
wind turbines and the photovolta- 
ics will be stored in batteries so 
that this energy can be used for 
the grid when there is demand.” 

The batteries store power dur¬ 
ing sunny and windy conditions, 
releasing it during periods of 
heavy demand and lower produc¬ 
tion — such as at nighttime and 
the peak tourist season — to keep 


the grid powered up. 

Named TILOS — Technology 
Innovation for the Local Scale 
Optimum Integration of Battery 
Energy Storage — the project 
uses a prototype battery system 
that improves storage of the ex¬ 
cess energy generated until it’s 
needed. 

To work, it required an over¬ 
hauled grid with smart meters in¬ 
stalled in homes and businesses to 
calculate times of peak demand. 


Currently, Tilos gets its energy 
from an underwater cable that 
runs from Kos to the island of Ni- 
siros and on to Tilos. That creates 
an erratic, outage-prone service 
that routinely breaks appliances 
and has forced many businesses 
to rely on diesel generators. 

While lacking the dazzle of 
other Greek islands such as 
Mykonos and Santorini, Tilos — a 
14-hour ferry ride from the main¬ 
land — is a quiet vacation spot 


that sees an average of 13,000 vis¬ 
itors a year. It’s known as a green 
island, popular with hikers and 
bird watchers, and most of it is 
now a protected nature reserve. 

Mayor Maria Kammas saw a 
green energy system as the is¬ 
land’s natural next step. 

“For many years now, Tilos has 
plotted a course that is dedicated 
to protecting the environment,” 
she said. “We are seeking visitors 
— tourists actually — people who 
will visit our island who love the 
environment and want to protect 
it and nature as it was given to 
us.” 

Tourism is the main source of 
revenue for the island. But busi¬ 
nesses have been plagued by 
lengthy blackouts, leaving hotels 
without air conditioning and res¬ 
taurants without light or power, 
forcing them to discard food from 
warm refrigerators. 

Hotel owner Sevasti Delaporta 
has closely followed the project 
since its inception over two years 
ago. There were initial doubts 
about the idea among Tilos resi¬ 
dents, but tests have run smooth¬ 
ly, even during peak times this 
summer. The grid is expected 
to be fully operational in a few 
months. 

“I’m very optimistic about this 
project because there are few 
negative consequences as a busi¬ 
ness, and for the guests of the 
hotel that I run,” said Delaporta. 
“People are pleased with the ser¬ 
vice because they have no prob¬ 
lem with their fridges and they 
have no problem with their air 
conditioning. They are happy.” 

With long sunny days and aver¬ 
age temperatures of 91 degrees 
Fahrenheit during the summer, 
tourists spend their mornings at 
the beach and afternoons nap¬ 
ping. The island comes alive in 
the evening, when businesses 


open and residents and tourists 
alike flock to bars and cafes. 

Eva Lemaire has visited the 
island every year for more than 
two decades. Coming from the 
Netherlands, which has one of the 
world’s highest environmental 
standards, she said Tilos’ green 
policies stand out in Greece. 

“I’m also a little bit proud of 
Tilos about what they are doing 
now, with the renewable energy,” 
she said. “I think it’s good for the 
island not to be dependent on 
other islands.” 


■MHH 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 20).$1.1705 

Dollar buys (Aug. 20).€0.8543 

British pound (Aug. 20).$1.31 

Japanese yen (Aug. 20).108.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 20).1,097.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.2727 

Canada (Dollar).1.3076 

China (Yuan).6.8778 

Denmark (Krone).6.5358 

Egypt (Pound).17.9005 

Euro.$1.1411/0.8763 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8496 

Hungary (Forint).283.21 

Israel (Shekel).3.6689 

Japan (Yen).110.51 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3035 

Norway (Krone).8.4745 

Philippines (Peso).53.42 

Poland (Zloty).3.77 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7507 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3729 

South Korea (Won).1,123.05 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9952 

Thailand (Baht).33.22 

Turkey (Lira).6.1395 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.91 

3-month bill.2.02 

30-year bond.3.03 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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StripellftPAN 


You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

SftipesQ VflM sjtgS OKINAWA 


GUAM.STRIPES.COM ■OKINAWA.STBIPES.COMl 


Stripes KOREA Sfr/ges JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 










Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 
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Fermi&fiion to dome 
aVoar'd. We’re tadk 
from our Walk. 


g-lO-IS 
F^aetoolc.aoYn/ EiEarroComi<£ 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Get up 
5 Frenzied 
8 Earth orbiter 
12 Cabbage variety 

14 Woody 
Guthrie’s son 

15 Taking a break 

16 Prego rival 

17 Prompt 

18 Type of sleeve 
20 Rainy month 

23 Car 

24 Tempo 

25 Moving force 

28 Tree fluid 

29 100 bucks 

30 Wee bite 
32 Low cloud 

34 Employ 

35 Done with 

36 Smooth fabric 

37 Oakland athlete 

40 Spa sounds 

41 Skin soother 

42 First Roman 
emperor 

47 Cut, as a lawn 

48 Pastries with 
a twist 

49 Sports figure? 

50 Spanish aunt 

51 Fashion 
magazine 


DOWN 

1 “Top Hat” studio 

2 Charged bit 

3 “Quiet!” 

4 Draw forth 

5 Partner 

6 — Dhabi 

7 Throws into 
turmoil 

8 Fonteyn or 
Kidder 

9 Verbal 

10 Gymnast 
Korbut 

11 Subject, usually 
13 Actor Julia 

19 Suit to — 

20 Tummy muscles 

21 Carrots’ mates 

22 Engrossed 


23 Love affair 

25 Mix with 
each other 

26 Squad 

27 iPhone voice 
29 Bear lair 

31 Corral 

33 Gnawing 
critter 

34 Pester 

36 Synagogue 

37 Runs (into) 

38 Oodles 

39 Corn Belt state 

40 Water, 
to Juan 

43 Mentalist Geller 

44 Business 
card no. 

45 Web address 

46 Away from NNW 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-20 


CRYPTOQUIP 


COXWD TG ELD XNEDVOTND 

VDIDYUDF NKV CDKCOD 

BLK’UD WKGIAJDF 

BXQ EKK JXGQ PTY JXWI: 

PAVYDV-EKVQ. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU HAVE 
CREATED A WEIRD ENIGMATIC QUALITY ABOUT 
SOMETHING, YOU’VE MADE A BIG MYSTIQUE. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals P 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARStQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


buyers with classifieds 





buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Photography 830 


Your Family Portrait 
in the Alps in Garmisch! 


Only 189 eur includes: 

-Photo session on the mountain 
-Cable car for a family of 4 
-Two wardrobe changes 
-50 Images delivered digitally 


Contact: 

Drew@DrewJamesBenson.com 
www.DrewJamesBenson.com 
+49 170 806 2453 



Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 


Want a better picture? 





You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSK^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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You’ve never felt more like a local. 


STARS® STRIPES 


I 


Look inside tv the BEST o t the 


fi! 






¥ 


Whether you are searching for the best Sunday brunch in Okinawa or a family 
friendly get away in Germany, one of our FREE publications will help you embrace 
your new home so you can live your new adventure to the fullest. 


Available online at 

stripes.com/special-publications 
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Vol. 1—No. 241 



STRIPES 


Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Force: 


1 Fr. 


in the European Theater of Operations 

1 Fr.Sunday, March 25,1945 



For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Bass Pro Shops 
NRA Night Race 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 
Saturday 

At Bristol Motor Speedway 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Lap length: 0.533 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (9) Kurt Busch, Ford, 500 laps, 46 
points. 

2. (1) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 5048. 

3. (2) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 500, 50. 

4. (19) Joey Logano, Ford, 500,45. 

5. (14) Erik Jones, Toyota, 500, 39. 

6. (16) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 500, 44. 

7. (10) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 500, 46. 

" "”) Al¬ ---- 


1 Golf 

1 Pro football 

1 Pro soccer 


Wyndham Championship 

NFL preseason 

MLS 

Union 2, New York City FC 0 


30. 


AP sportlight 


Round suspended by weather with 30 


gol 


still oi 


Saturday 
At Sedgwfield Country Club 
Greensboro, N.C. 
Purse: $6 million 
Yardage: 7,127; Par 70 
Partial Third Round 


Michael Thompson 
Jamie Lovemark 
Rory Sabbatini 
Martin Laird 


8. (22) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 500 

9. (13) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 500 

iZ. 

10. (6) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 500, 36. 

11. (23) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 500, 26. 

12. (24) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 500 
!5. 

13. (18) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 500 


b! (21) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 499,19. 
9. (28) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 499 


23. (5) William Byron, Chevrolet, 496, 

24. (12) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 495, 
13. 

25. (39) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 493, 

12 . 

26. (35) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 492, 

0. 

27. (40) Blake Jones, Toyota, 485,10. 

28. (37) Timmy Hill, Ford, 481, 0. 

29. (20) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
435, 8. 

30. (17) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 431, 7. 

31. (8) Aric Almirola, Ford, 428, 19. 

32. (34) JJ Yeley, Toyota, accident, 423, 

0. 

33. (36) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 338, 4. 

34. (30) Corey Lajoie, Chevrolet, elec¬ 
trical, 234, 3. 

35. (33) Jesse Little, Toyota, accident, 
59, 0. 

36. (4) Paul Menard, Ford, accident, 
28, 1. 

37. (31) Michael McDowell, Ford, ac¬ 
cident, 10,1. 

38. (27) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 3,1. 

39. (25) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
accident, 1,1. 

40. (38) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, ac- 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Winner: 89.543 mph. 
Time of Race: 2 hours, 58 minutes, 35 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.367 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 9 for 70 laps. 

Lead Changes: 19 among 9 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: K.Larson 1-13; K.Harvick 
14-15; K.Larson 16; R.BIaney 17-62; 
K.Larson 63; R.BIaney 64-130; A.AImirola 
131; K.Harvick 132-137; C.EIIiott 138- 
191; R.BIaney 192-199; A.AImirola 200; 

J. Logano 201-254; K.Larson 255; J.Logano 
256-296; C.EIIiott 297-354; K.Larson 
355; C.Bowyer 356-441; R.Newman 442; 
C.Bowyer 443-476; Ku.Busch 477-500 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): R.BIaney, 3 times for 118 laps; 
C.Bowyer, 2 times for 118 laps; C.EIIiott, 
2 times for 110 laps; J.Logano, 2 times 
for 93 laps; Ku.Busch, 1 time for 23 laps; 

K. Larson, 5 times for 12 laps; K.Harvick, 2 
times for 6 laps; A.AImirola, 2 times for 0 
laps; R.Newman, 1 time for 0 laps. 


Sangn_ 

Webb Simpson 
Hideki Matsuyama 
Kevin Tway 
Tom Hoge 
Matthew Fitzpatrick 
Rafa Cabrera Bello 
Shawn Stefani 
Patrick Rodgers 
Chris Kirk 
Hudson Swafford 
Joaquin Niemann 
Scott Piercy 
Sam Saunders 
Johnson Wagner 
Mackenzie Hughes 
William McGirt 

Roberto Diaz 
Jonas Blixt 
Dylan Meyer 
Harold Varner III 
Lanto Griffin 
Billy Hurley III 
Bill Haas 
Sam Ryder 
Chesson Hadley 
Martin Flores 


66-70-63-199 -11 
66-70-64-200 -10 
69-67-64-200 -10 
69-66-65-200 -10 


Name 

1. Brandt Snedeker 

2. Brian Gay 

3. Trey Mullinax 
3. Keith Mitchell 
3. C.T. Pan 

3. D.A. Points 
7. Michael Thompson 
7. Ryan Armour 
7. Ryan Moore 
7. Sergio Garcia 
11. Jamie Lovemark 
11. Rory Sabbatini 
11. Martin Laird 
11. Sangmoon Bae 
11. Webb Simpson 
11. Denny McCarthy 
11. Jim Furyk 
11. Nick Taylor 
11. Brett Stegmaier 
11. Harris English 
11. David Hearn 


67-67-66-200 -10 
66-68-66-200 -10 
69-68-64-201 -9 

67- 69-65-201 -9 

69- 66-66-201 ‘ 

70- 67-65-202 

68- 69-65-202 
68-68-66-202 

68- 67-67-202 

69- 65-68-202 

67- 70-66-203 

68- 69-66-203 

70- 67-66-203 

66- 70-67-203 
70-66-67-203 

68- 68-67-203 

69- 68-67-204 
68-69-67-204 

68- 69-67-204 

69- 68-67-204 

67- 68-69-204 

66-69-69-204 _ 

69-68-68-205 -5 

68- 69-68-205 -5 

69- 68-68-205 -5 
72-64-69-205 -5 
68-68-69-205 -5 
64-73-69-206 -4 
68-69-69-206 -4 

66- 70-70-206 -4 

67- 68-71-206 -4 
Leaderboard 

Par Thru 


12 


10 


Indy Women in Tech 

LPGA Tour 
Saturday 

At Brickyard Crossing Golf Club 
Indianapolis 
Purse: $2 million 
Yardage: 6,456; Par 72 
Third Round 
(a-amateur) 

Lizette Salas 62-69-64-195 

Amy Yang 68-64-65-197 

Sung Hyun Park 68-63-66-197 

Lexi Thompson 68-68-64-200 

Mina Harigae 69-67-65-201 

Nasa Hataoka 64-69-68-201 

Jin Young Ko 65-66-70-201 

Angel Yin 64-69-69-202 

Brianna Do 66-70-67-203 

Danielle Kang 65-68-70-203 

Marina Alex 68-70-66-204 

Hannah Green 69-67-68-204 

Ariya Jutanugarn 70-65-69-204 

Jennifer Song 68-67-69-204 

Mi Hyang Lee 66-69-69-204 

Thidapa Suwannapura 67-67-70-204 
Bronte Law 69-69-67-205 

Chella Choi 68-70-67-205 

Lydia Ko 66-71-68-205 

Cristie Kerr 69-67-69-205 

Eun-Hee Ji 71-69-66-206 

So Yeon Ryu 68-71-67-206 

Wichanee Meechai 70-68-68-206 

Wei-Ling Hsu 67-71-68-206 

Emma Talley 70-67-69-206 

Madeleine Sheils 67-70-69-206 

Caroline Hedwall 65-68-73-206 


1995 — Monica Seles completes a 
remarkable first week back in tourna¬ 
ment tennis play, demolishing Amanda 
Coetzer 6-0, 6-1 to capture the Canadian 
Open. She wins in 74 games, setting a 
tournament record for fewest number 
played by a champion. 

2000 - Tiger Woods wins the PGA 
Championship in a playoff over Bob May, 
becoming the first player since Ben Ho¬ 
gan in 1953 to win three majors in one 
year. He’s the first player to repeat as PGA 
champion since Denny Shute in 1937. 

2003 — The United States wins the 
women’s overall team gold medal at the 
World Gymnastics Championships, the 
first gold in history for the Americans 
— men or women — at the biggest inter¬ 
national event this side of the Olympics. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

New England 2 0 0 1.000 63 37 

Buffalo 1 1 0 .500 42 45 

N.Y. Jets 1 1 0 .500 30 15 

Miami 0 2 0 .000 44 53 

South 

Houston 2 0 0 1.000 33 23 

Indianapolis 1 0 0 1.000 19 17 

Jacksonville 1 1 0 .500 34 34 

Tennessee 0 2 0 .000 31 61 

North 

Baltimore 2 0 0 1.000 50 23 

Cincinnati 2 0 0 1.000 51 40 

Cleveland 1 1 0 .500 37 29 

Pittsburgh 1 1 0 .500 65 65 

West 

L.A. Chargers 1 1 0 .500 41 38 

Oakland 1 1 0 .500 31 29 

Kansas City 1 1 0 .500 38 31 

Denver 0 2 0 .000 51 66 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

N.Y. Giants 1 1 0 .500 40 37 

Washington 1 1 0 .500 32 39 

Dallas 0 2 0 .000 34 45 

Philadelphia 0 2 0 .000 34 68 

South 

Carolina 2 0 0 1.000 55 43 

Tampa Bay 2 0 0 1.000 56 38 

New Orleans 1 1 0 .500 39 40 

Atlanta 0 2 0 .000 14 45 

North 

Green Bay 2 0 0 1.000 82 51 

Minnesota 1 1 0 .500 52 42 

Chicago 1 2 0 .333 67 70 

Detroit 0 2 0 .000 27 46 

West 

Arizona 2 0 0 1.000 44 32 

San Francisco 1 1 0 .500 37 37 

L.A. Rams 1 1 0 .500 26 48 

Seattle 0 2 0 .000 31 43 

Thursday’s games 
New England 37, Philadelphia 20 
Washington 15, N.Y. Jets 13 
Green Bay 51, Pittsburgh 34 
Friday’s games 
N.Y. Giants 30, Detroit 17 
Kansas City 28, Atlanta 14 
Buffalo 19, Cleveland 17 
Carolina 27, Miami 20 
Arizona 20, New Orleans 15 
Saturday’s games 
Jacksonville 14, Minnesota 10 
L.A. Rams 19, Oakland 15 
Cincinnati 21, Dallas 13 
Tampa Bay 30, Tennessee 14 
Houston 16, San Francisco 13 
Chicago 24, Denver 23 
L.A. Chargers 24, Seattle 14 
Monday's game 
Baltimore at Indianapolis 
Thursday, Aug. 23 
Philadelphia at Cleveland 


Western & Southern Open 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Saturday 

At The Lindner Family Tennis Center 
Mason, Ohio 

Purse: Men, $5.67 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $2.87 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Semifinals 

Novak Djokovic (10), Serbia, def. Marin 
Cilic (7), Croatia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
David Goffin (11), Belgium, 7-6 (3), 1-1, 
retired. 

Women 

Semifinals 

Kiki Bertens, Netherlands, def. Petra 
Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, 3-6, 4-6, 6-2. 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Aryna 
Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-3, 6-4. 


-10 


Dick’s Sporting Goods Open 

Champions Tour 
Saturday 

At En-Joie Golf Club 
Endicott, N.Y. 

Purse: $2.05 million 
Yardage: 6,994; Par: 72 
Second Round 

Michael Bradley 65-68-133 -11 

Bart Bryant 68-67-135 -9 

Marco Dawson 65-70-135 -9 

Wes Short, Jr. 71-65-136 -8 

Clark Dennis 66-70-136 -8 

Tom Gillis 67-69-136 -8 

Jerry Haas 69-68-137 -7 

Scott Parel 69-68-137 -7 

Mark Calcavecchia 68-69-137 -7 

Kenny Perry 68-69-137 -7 

Woody Austin 66-71-137 -7 

Doug Garwood 64-73-137 -7 

KenTanigawa 71-67-138 -6 

Gene Sauers 70-68-138 -6 

Bob Estes 67-71-138 -6 

Fran Quinn 68-70-138 -6 

Willie Wood 71-68-139 -5 

Bernhard Langer 70-69-139 -5 

LeeJanzen 70-69-139 -5 

Rod Spittle 70-69-139 -5 

Paul Goydos 69-70-139 -5 

Glen Day 69-70-139 -5 

JeffSIuman 69-70-139 -5 

Paul Broadhurst 68-71-139 -5 

Jay Haas 68-71-139 -5 


Pro basketball 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


x-Atlanta 
x-Washington 
x-Connecticut 
Chicago 
New York 
Indiana 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 


22 11 
20 13 

13 20 


L Pet 


8 .758 - 

19 14 .576 6 

19 14 .576 6 

17 16 .515 8 

15 18 .455 10 

' 19 .424 11 


x-Phoenix 
x-Minnesota 

x-chnched playoff spot 

Friday’s games 
Connecticut 96, Minnesota 79 
Washington 69, Los Angeles 67 
Dallas 107, Las Vegas 102 
Seattle 85, New York 77 
Phoenix 104, Atlanta 95 

Saturday’s game 
Chicago 115, Indiana 106,20T 
Sunday’s games 
Los Angeles at Connecticut 
Atlanta at Las Vegas 
New York at Phoenix 
Indiana at Chicago 
Dallas at Seattle 
Washington at Minnesota 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

New York 15 6 3 48 47 25 

Atlanta United FC 14 4 6 48 50 28 

New York City FC 14 6 5 47 48 33 

Columbus 11 7 6 39 31 29 

Philadelphia 10 11 3 33 34 39 

Montreal 10 13 3 33 33 42 

New England 7 8 8 29 38 38 

D.C. United 6 9 6 24 37 39 

Toronto FC 6 12 6 24 40 45 

Orlando City 7 15 2 23 37 57 

Chicago 6 15 5 23 36 51 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
FC Dallas 13 5 6 45 39 30 

Sporting KC 12 6 6 42 45 30 

Los Angeles FC 11 7 6 39 47 39 

Real Salt Lake 11 10 5 38 36 44 

LA Galaxy 10 9 7 37 48 47 

Portland 10 6 7 37 35 34 

Seattle 10 9 5 35 31 26 

Vancouver 997 34 40 49 

Minnesota United 9 14 2 29 38 50 

Houston 7 11 6 27 40 36 

Colorado 6 12 6 24 31 40 

San Jose 3 13 8 17 34 44 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Seattle 5, LA Galaxy 0 
New York 2, Vancouver 2, tie 
Philadelphia 2, New York City FC 0 
Montreal 2, Chicago 1 
FC Dallas 2, Minnesota United 0 
Sporting Kansas City 3, Portland 0 
Real Salt Lake 2, Houston 1 
Toronto FC 1, San Jose 1, tie 
Sunday’s games 
Columbus at Atlanta United FC 
New England at D.C. United 
Colorado at Los Angeles FC 
Wednesday’s game 
New York at New York City FC 
Thursday, August 23 
Columbus at Chicago 
FC Dallas at Houston 

Friday, August 24 
Atlanta United FC at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 
Saturday, August 25 
New England at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Toronto FC 
Minnesota United at Sporting Kansas 
City 

Real Salt Lake at Colorado 
Vancouver at San Jose 

Sunday, August 26 
D.C. United at New York 
Seattle at Portland 

Saturday 

Sounders 5, Galaxy 0 

Los Angeles 0 0—0 

Seattle 2 3-5 

First half-1, Seattle, Marshall, 2 (Lo- 
deiro), 3rd minute. 2, Seattle, Shipp, 2 
(Svensson), 18th. 

Second half— 3, Seattle, Carrasco, 1, 
(own goal), 50th. 4, Seattle, Roldan, 3 
(Shipp), 59th. 5, Seattle, Ruidiaz, 2, 67th. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, David Bingham; 
Seattle, Stefan Frei. 

A— 44,213 (44,213) 

Toronto FC 1, Earthquakes 1 

Toronto 0 1—1 

San Jose 0 1—1 

Second half— 1, Toronto, Janson, 1 
(van der Wiel.l Giovinco), 59th minute. 2, 
San Jose, Wondolowski, 7, 77th. 

Goalies— Toronto, Alex Bono; San Jose, 
Andrew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards— Kashia, San Jose, 52nd. 
A- 17,456 (18,000) 

Red Bulls 2, Whitecaps 2 

New York 1 1-2 

Vancouver 1 1—2 

First half— 1, New York, Royer, 9 
(Wright-Phillips), 5th minute. 2, Vancou¬ 
ver, Waston, 2 (Reyna), 42nd. 

Second half— 3, Vancouver, Waston, 
3 (Martins), 60th. 4, New York, Royer, 10 
(Adams), 90th. 

Goalies— New York, Luis Robles; Van¬ 
couver, Stefan Marinovic. 

Yellow Cards— Shea, Vancouver, 51st; 
Kaku, New York, 61st; Murillo, New York, 
69th; Reyna, Vancouver, 71st; Ivan, New 
York, 79th. 

Red Cards— Murillo, New York, 84th. 
A— 22,120 (22,120) 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Placed LHP Chris 
Sale on the 10-day DL, retroactive to 
Wednesday, Aug. 15. Recalled RHP Bran¬ 
don Workman from Pawtucket (IL). 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Reinstated 
RHP Antonio Senzateia from the 10-day 
DL. Optioned INF Pat Valaika to Albu¬ 
querque (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Activated 
RHP Hunter Strickland from the 60-day 
DL. Transferred INF Pablo Sandoval to 
the 60-day DL. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Placed 
RHP Jeremy Hellickson on the 10-day DL, 
retroactive to Aug. 16. Recalled RHPs Je- 
fry Rodriguez and Jimmy Cordero from 
Syracuse (IL). Optioned RHP Trevor Gott 
to Syracuse. 


w York City 


0 0-0 
0 2-2 

Second half— 1, Philadelphia, Burke, 
6 (Dockal), 56th minute. 2, Philadelphia, 
llsinho, 5 (Dockal), 76th. 

Goalies— New York City, Sean John¬ 
son; Philadelphia, Andre Blake. 

Yellow Cards— Tinnerholm, New York 
City, 32nd; Creavalle, Philadelphia, 90th. 

Red Cards— Matarrita, New York City, 
96th. 

A- 17,594 (18,500) 

FC Dallas 2, Minn. United 0 

Minnesota 0 0—0 

Dallas 1 1-2 

First half— 1, Dallas, Figueroa, 4, 47th 
minute. 

Second half— 2, Dallas, Barrios, 0 
(Gruezo), 57th. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Bobby Shuttle- 
worth; Dallas, Jimmy Maurer. 

Yellow Cards— Martin, Minnesota, 
27th; Ibson, Minnesota, 29th; Gruezo, 
Dallas, 50th; Hedges, Dallas, 51st. 

Sporting KC 3, Timbers 0 

Portland 0 0—0 

Kansas City 2 1—3 

First half— 1, Kansas City, Rubio, 5 (Es¬ 

pinoza), 28th minute. 2, Kansas City, Ru¬ 
bio, 6 (Sal loi, Besler), 37th. 

Second half— 3, Kansas City, Russell, 8 
(Nemeth), 89th. 

Goalies— Portland, Jeff Attinella; Kan¬ 
sas City, Tim Melia. 

Yellow Cards— Cascante, Portland, 
51st; Valentin, Portland, 60th. 

A- 19,737 (19,737) 

Real Salt Lake 2, Dynamo 1 

Real Salt Lake 0 2-2 

Houston 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Houston, Besler, 1, (own 
goal), 36th minute. 

Second half— 2, Real Salt Lake, Rus- 
nak, 5 (Savarino), 93rd. 3, Real Salt Lake, 
Rusnak, 6 (penalty kick), 100th. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Andrew Put- 
na; Houston, Joe Willis. 

Yellow Cards— Ruiz, Real Salt Lake, 
33rd; Herrera, Real Salt Lake, 58th; Krei- 
lach, Real Salt Lake, 82nd; Sunny, Real 
Salt Lake, 87th; Savarino, Real Salt Lake, 
90th. 

A- 15,072 (22,039) 

Impact 2, Fire 1 

Chicago 0 1 — 1 

Montreal 1 1-2 

First half— 1, Montreal, Piatti, 12 (pen¬ 
alty kick), 6th minute. 

Second half— 2, Chicago, Nikolic, 11, 
70th. 3, Montreal, Lovitz, 1, 91st. 

Goalies— Chicago, Richard Sanchez; 
Montreal, Evan Bush. 

Yellow Cards— Camacho, Montreal, 
24th; Corrales, Chicago, 41st; Sagna, 
Montreal, 68th; McCarty, Chicago, 80th. 

A— 18,831 (20,801) 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 15 1 5 50 44 16 

Seattle 10 4 7 37 23 15 

Portland 9 6 6 33 34 26 

Chicago 7 4 10 31 29 25 

Orlando 8 7 6 30 29 30 

Houston 8 8 5 29 29 31 

Utah 7 7 8 29 19 22 

Washington 2 15 4 10 11 32 

Sky Blue FC 0 14 5 5 17 38 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday’s game 

Houston 4, Washington 0 

Saturday’s games 
Utah 2, Sky Blue FC 2, tie 
Orlando 0, North Carolina 0, 1st half, 
abandoned weather 
Chicago 2, Portland 2 

Sunday’s game 

Orlando 0, North Carolina 0, comple¬ 
tion of abandoned game 

Tuesday’s game 
Houston at Seattle 

Wednesday, Aug. 22 
Utah at Washington 
Sky Blue FC at Portland 
Sky Blue FC at Houston 


FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Placed WR 
Josh Gordon on the active/non-football 
injured list. Signed TE Stephen Baggett. 
Waived-injured TE Julian Allen. Waived 
DB Micah Hannemann. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed RB Le- 
Shun Daniels. Placed RB Akeem Judd on 
the reserve/retired list. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed OT 
Kendall Calhoun, DB Darius Hillary and 
WR Allenzae Staggers. Waived-injured 
RB Martez Carter. Waived LB Jeff Knox 
and DE Jalen Wilkerson. 

COLLEGE 

LSU — Suspended junior WR Drake 
Davis indefinitely following his arrest 
for allegedly hitting and threatening a 
woman he was dating. 
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AUTO RACING 


Kurt Busch snaps 58-race winless streak 




Younger brother Kyle frustrates 
Truex with late spin, finishes 20th 


By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Kurt 
Busch stole the spotlight from his 
younger brother Saturday night at 
Bristol Motor Speedway to snap a 
58-race winless streak and grab 
an overdue short track victory. 

Busch won for the first time 
this season — first since the 2017 
season-opening Daytona 500 
— but it was his sixth victory on 
the 0.533-mile bullring he once 
dominated. Busch once won three 
consecutive times on the Tennes¬ 
see track and was considered the 
best in the business on the con¬ 
crete oval. 

Then his younger brother 
learned his way around the place, 
and Kyle Busch became the mas¬ 
ter of the track. 

Kyle Busch has seven Cup wins 
at Bristol, 21 combined across 
NASCAR’s national series. He’s 
so good that he chose the song 
“All I Do Is Win” by D.J. Khaled 
to play as he was introduced be¬ 
fore the race. The crowd respond¬ 
ed with a thunderous jeering, and 
Kyle Busch’s eventful evening 
was off to a roaring start. 

He triggered a 15-car accident 
just two laps into the race, fell two 
laps off the pace, came back to 
race Martin Truex Jr. for second, 
and moved Truex out the way late 
in the race. His late spin set up 
the final restart that helped Kurt 
Busch seal the victory. 

A frustrated Truex kicked his 
car in anger after the incident, 
and as Kyle Busch was tending 
to his wounded race car, older 
brother Kurt battled Stewart- 
Haas Racing teammate Clint 
Bowyer for the lead. Kurt Busch 
was relentless on the restart and 
got his Ford to the front, then 
came Kyle Busch’s spin for the 
ninth caution. 

Kurt Busch had a good restart 
and Kyle Larson, on fresher tires, 
desperately tried to catch him. 
Kurt Busch held him off and Lar¬ 
son, winner of the Xfinity Series 
race Friday night, finished second 
in his bid for the Bristol sweep. 


for the contact with Truex. “I feel 
terrible about that. Obviously I 
just misjudged it by a little bit 
— four inches, six inches, what¬ 
ever — I didn’t think I was next 
to him yet and I clipped him and 
sent him for a whale of a ride.” 

Other events from an action- 
packed Bristol race: 


The victory was the 30th of Kurt 
Busch’s career and he and Kyle 
Busch became the only brothers 
in Cup history with 30 wins each. 
It was Kurt Busch’s first Bristol 
victory since 2006. Kyle Busch 
ranks fifth on Bristol’s career list, 
while Kurt Busch broke a tie with 
Jeff Gordon for sixth. 

“I love this place,” Kurt Busch 
said. “I always wanted to get to 30 
[wins]. This is a big win for me. 
Early on before I even won my 
first race I said, ‘Man, if I could 
win 30 races.’” 

The ninth driver to win this 
season, Kurt Busch earned a spot 
in the 16-driver playoff field. 

“It’s all about winning,” he said. 
“I wasn’t worried about not mak¬ 
ing the playoffs, so we could kind 
of treat these races coming up as 
free-for-alls, and we’re just going 
to keep going after it.” 

The victory was the 13th for 
Stewart-Haas Racing since it 
joined Ford last season, and the 
100th Cup victory for the Fusion. 

Kyle Busch wound up 20th. He 
led the first 70 laps of the Xfin¬ 
ity Series race but wrecked with 
a flat tire, so his Bristol weekend 
was a bust. 

“We probably finished where 
we should have anyways, as torn 
up as our race car is,” said Kyle 
Busch, who also accepted fault 


Wade Payne/AP 

Kyle Busch make his way around the track after being involved in a 
crash during the NASCAR Cup Series race on Saturday. 


Kurt Busch drives below Clint Bowyer Jr. during the NASCAR Cup Series race on Saturday in Bristol, 
Tenn. Busch beat Bowyer on a late restart to win the race. 


Locked in: Although they have 
yet to win a Cup race this season, 
Larson, Ryan Blaney and Brad 
Keselowski scored enough points 
to clinch berths in the playoffs. 
There are two races remaining 
before the playoffs begin. 

Larson thought he’d get in via a 
victory at Bristol, where he’s fin¬ 
ished second five times between 
Cup and Xfinity. He lost four 
races to Kyle Busch, now one to 
Kurt Busch. 

“Probably the most frustrating 
Bristol race I’ve had just because 
I never really felt like I had a shot 
to win,” Larson said. 

Still seeking a Bristol win: 
Truex Jr. has never won on a short 
track and felt he had a chance to 
snap that streak at Bristol. 

He was running second behind 
Bowyer when Kyle Busch tapped 
Truex’s rear bumper to cause 
Truex to wreck. Truex was so 
angry, he threw pieces of equip¬ 
ment to the ground and gave the 
side of his Toyota a hard kick. 

“I just got hit in the left rear, 
pretty simple,” Truex said. “This 
place has been so hard on us. I 


can’t even explain to you how 
good we’ve run here in the past 
three or four years and crap 
like this happens every single 
time. It’s like just one thing after 
another.” 

Truex was also frustrated with 
himself for not moving Bowyer 
out of his way and taking the lead. 
Had he done that, he wouldn’t 
have been in position for Busch to 
make contact with him. 

“I should’ve knocked [Bow- 
yer’s] butt out of the way because 
he held me up for 15-20 laps and 
burnt my front tires off screwing 
with him,” Truex said. “Played 
too nice and got the crappy end of 
the stick.” 

They said it: “If we could race 
here every Saturday and Sunday, 
our grandstands would be packed, 
our TV ratings would be very 
high. Let’s build more Bristols,” 
said runner-up Kyle Larson. 

Up next: The Cup Series is off 
next weekend and races again 
Sept. 2 in the Southern 500 at 
Darlington Raceway in South 
Carolina. Denny Hamlin won last 
year’s race. 



Visit militaryautosource.com/ford to learn more 
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The Deals Are Heating Up 

Order now and save up to $6,62£ 
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MLB ROUNDUP _ 

As beat Astros, move into tie atop AL West 



Ben Margot/AP 


Oakland’s Jed Lowrie, right, and Marcus Semien celebrate after scoring against the Astros in the first 
inning on Saturday. Both scored on a double by A’s Khris Davis. 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oak¬ 
land Athletics were an average 
team two months ago, a dozen 
games behind the Houston Astros 
and closer to the bottom of the AL 
West than the top. 

Well, look at the A’s now. 

Trevor Cahill pitched one-hit 
ball for seven shutout innings and 
the Athletics kept up their unlike¬ 
ly turnaround, tying Houston for 
the division lead by beating the 
Astros 7-1 Saturday. 

“It’s been a nice run for sure,” 
A’s manager Bob Melvin said. 

Khris Davis, Matt Olson, Josh 
Phegley and Stephen Piscotty 
each hit two of Oakland’s team 
record-tying eight doubles as the 
A’s won for the sixth time in seven 
games. 

The Athletics trailed the de¬ 
fending World Series champion 
Astros by 12 games following play 
on June 18, having just reached 
the .500 mark, and were still 10 
behind on July 10. 

Houston has lost seven of eight 
and dropped 12 of 19 since own¬ 
ing a six-game lead on July 24. 
The next day, reigning AL MVP 
Jose Altuve went on the disabled 
list with knee trouble, and the star 
second baseman is still out. 

Cahill (5-2) allowed only an in¬ 
field single by Yuli Gurriel in the 
second inning. The right-hander 
struck out seven, walked one and 
retired 14 straight batters during 
one stretch. 

“I was able to attack the zone 
a little more and got some quick 
outs,” Cahill said. “The offense 
came through and made it a lot 
easier.” 

Cahill, who was on the disabled 
list in June because of an Achilles 
injury, improved to 4-0 over his 
past six starts, his longest win¬ 
ning streak in five years. He also 
has won 10 decisions in a row at 
the Coliseum. 

“He dominated us,” Astros 
manager A.J. Hinch said. “He 
was clearly doing whatever he 
wanted with the ball. When they 
got the lead he pitched pretty 
aggressively and we chased. He 
controlled the game.” 

Tony Kemp homered in the 
ninth for Houston’s only other 
hit. 

Rockies 5, Braves 3 (10): Col¬ 
orado struck for three runs with 
two outs in the ninth inning, and 
then D J LeMahieu homered over 


to center field in the 10th to help 
beat host Atlanta. 

Fill-in closer A.J. Minter came 
in with a 3-0 lead to begin the 
ninth and retired the first two 
Colorado batters. But the Rockies 
followed with four straight hits 
off him, including a two-run dou¬ 
ble by Ian Desmond and a tying 
single by pinch-hitter Gerardo 
Parra. 

LeMahieu hit his 10th homer 
with one out in the 10th off Luke 
Jackson (1-1). Carlos Gonzalez 
followed with a double and scored 
on Nolan Arenado’s single. 

The Rockies have won the 
first three games of the four- 
game series to stay close to NL 
West-leading Arizona. The NL 
East-leading Braves remained 
one-half game ahead of second- 
place Philadelphia. 

Yankees 11, Blue Jays 6: 
Giancarlo Stanton hit one of host 
New York’s four homers, and Luis 
Severino struck out eight while 
pitching into the sixth inning. 

Didi Gregorius, Miguel Andu- 
jar and Greg Bird also connected 
as New York moved 31 games 
over .500, matching a season 
high. Andujar had three hits and 
three RBIs, and Gregorius also 
drove in three runs. 

Cardinals 7, Brewers 2: Mar¬ 
cell Ozuna homered, Miles Miko¬ 
las tossed six effective innings 
and host St. Louis beat Milwau¬ 
kee to slide into position for the 
second NL wild card. 

The Cardinals have won 10 of 


their last 11 and moved a half¬ 
game ahead of the Brewers, who 
have lost six of eight, and within 
four of the first-place Chicago 
Cubs in the NL Central. 

Mets 3, Phillies 1: At Philadel¬ 
phia, New York ace Jacob deGrom 
pitched his first complete game of 
the season and lowered his major 
league-leading ERA to 1.71. 

DeGrom (8-7) allowed only an 
unearned run, the result of his 
own error. He struck out nine and 
walked none. 

Philadelphia’s Jake Arrieta (9- 
8) allowed one run and four hits 
in six strong innings. 

Red Sox 5, Rays 2: David 
Price pitched seven solid in¬ 
nings, J.D. Martinez hit his major 
league-leading 38th homer, and 
host Boston jumped to a quick 
lead to beat Tampa Bay for its 
17th victory in 20 games. 

Mitch Moreland added an RBI 
double during Boston’s four-run 
first inning. The Red Sox im¬ 
proved to a season-high 52 games 
over .500 and maintained their 
KPA-game lead over second-place 
New York in the AL East. 

Mariners 5, Dodgers 4 (10): 
Cameron Maybin scored in the 
10th inning when Los Angeles’ 
Dylan Floro was called for a balk, 
giving host Seattle the win. 

The Mariners loaded the bases 
with one out, and with a one- 
strike count on Kyle Seager, Floro 
initiated his delivery before step¬ 
ping off the mound. First base 
umpire Andy Fletcher called him 
for the game-ending balk. There 
was little argument from Floro, 
although Los Angeles manager 
Dave Roberts sought an explana¬ 
tion as Seattle celebrated the odd 
victory. 

Angels 11, Rangers 7: Albert 
Pujols drove in a season-high four 
runs, Shohei Ohtani hit a three- 
run homer and visiting Los Ange¬ 
les beat Texas on a rainy night. 

Pujols hit a solo home run in the 
second inning and a two-run sin¬ 
gle in the third against Rangers 
starter Martin Perez. He singled 
home another run in the seventh 
against losing pitcher Eddie But¬ 
ler (2-3) for a 7-6 lead. 

Ohtani then came on as a pinch 
hitter and homered to center 
field. 


Marlins 7, Nationals 5 (10): 

Isaac Galloway hit a two-run 
single in the 10th inning, JT Rid¬ 
dle homered and drove in four 
runs and visiting Miami beat 
Washington. 

The Nationals intentionally 
walked Riddle to load the bases 
with two outs in the 10th. Gallo¬ 
way delivered with a hit to center 
off Koda Glover (0-2). 

Both teams scored in the ninth. 
Riddle’s drive into the right-field 
stands off Nationals reliever 
Justin Miller put Miami up 5-4. 
Washington’s Adam Eaton tied it 
with a homer off Drew Stecken- 
rider leading off the bottom of the 
inning. 

Orioles 4, Indians 2: Alex Cobb 
pitched a five-hitter for his first 
complete game in five years, and 
Baltimore snapped host Cleve¬ 
land’s six-game winning streak. 

Cobb (4-15), the major league 
leader in losses, struck out three 


and walked one in his fourth ca¬ 
reer complete game. The right¬ 
hander threw 100 pitches, 69 for 
strikes, while going the distance 
for the first time since Aug. 31, 
2013, for Tampa Bay against 
Oakland. 

Pirates 3, Cubs 1: Joe Mus- 
grove cruised through seven in¬ 
nings, and host Pittsburgh beat 
Chicago to snap a five-game skid. 

Musgrove (5-7) allowed one run 
on five hits with seven strikeouts. 
He has gone seven innings and 
surrendered two runs or fewer in 
four of his past five starts. 

Pittsburgh won for the second 
time in eight games. The first- 
place Cubs had their three-game 
winning streak snapped. 

Padres 7, Diamondbacks 6: 
Christian Villanueva had a walk- 
off pinch-hit single in the ninth 
inning, and host San Diego beat 
Arizona to end a five-game skid. 

The Diamondbacks’ three- 
game winning streak ended, and 
their NL West lead over the Rock¬ 
ies fell to one-half game. 

Reds 7, Giants 1: Matt Har¬ 
vey took a no-hit try into the sixth 
inning, Jose Peraza and Dilson 
Herrera backed him with home 
runs and host Cincinnati domi¬ 
nated Madison Bumgarner and 
San Francisco. 

Harvey (6-7) didn’t give up a hit 
until there were two outs in the 
sixth, when Joe Panik beat out a 
grounder that shortstop Peraza 
backhanded deep in the hole. 

Royals 3, White Sox 1: Alex 
Gordon homered, Jorge Bonifacio 
had a go-ahead RBI single in the 
decisive sixth inning, and visiting 
Kansas City rallied past Chicago. 

Tigers 7, Twins 5: Mikie Mah- 
took hit a tiebreaking three-run 
homer in the fifth inning, rookie 
Ryan Carpenter earned his first 
big league win and visiting De¬ 
troit beat Minnesota. 



John Amis/AP 


The Rockies’ DJ LeMahieu celebrates in the dugout after hitting a 
home run during the 10th inning on Saturday against the Braves. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

I 

Houston 
Oakland 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Texas 


Central Division 


55 70 


lO'/z 

25V4 

321/2 

50'/2 


440 20 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 68 54 .557 - 

Philadelphia 68 55 .553 '/z 

Washington 62 62 .500 7 

New York 53 69 .434 15 

Miami 49 76 .392 20'/ 2 

Central Division 

Chicago 71 51 .582 - 

St. Louis 68 56 .548 4 

Milwaukee 68 57 .544 4'/z 

Pittsburgh 62 62 .500 10 

Cincinnati 54 69 .439 17'/z 

West Division 

Arizona 68 56 .548 — 

Colorado 67 56 .545 Vz 

Los Angeles 66 58 .532 2 

San Francisco 61 63 .492 7 

San Diego 49 77 .389 20 

Saturday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 11, Toronto 6 
Baltimore 4, Cleveland 2 
Oakland 7, Houston 1 
Boston 5, Tampa Bay 2 
Detroit 7, Minnesota 5 
Kansas City 3, Chicago White Sox 1 
L.A. Angels 11, Texas 7 
Seattle 5, L.A. Dodgers 4,10 innings 
N.Y. Mets 3, Philadelphia 1 
Miami 7, Washington 5,10 innings 
Pittsburgh 3, Chicago Cubs 1 
Cincinnati 7, San Francisco 1 
Colorado 5, Atlanta 3,10 innings 
St. Louis 7, Milwaukee 2 
San Diego 7, Arizona 6 

Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Toronto at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox 
L.A. Angels at Texas 
Houston at Oakland 
L.A. Dodgers at Seattle 
San Francisco at Cincinnati 
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh 
Colorado at Atlanta 
Miami at Washington 
Milwaukee at St. Louis 
Arizona at San Diego 
N.Y. Mets vs. Philadelphia at William¬ 
sport, Pa. 

Monday’s games 

Baltimore (Bundy 7-11) at Toronto (Es¬ 
trada 6-9) 

Chicago White Sox (Giolito 8-9) at Min¬ 
nesota (Berrios 11-8) 

Cleveland (Kluber 15-6) at Boston 
(Porcello 15-5) 

Kansas City (Lopez 0-2) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Texas (Gallardo 7-2) at Oakland (Fiers 
8-6) 

Houston (Cole 11-5) at Seattle (Her¬ 
nandez 8-11) 

Atlanta (Gausman 7-9) at Pittsburgh 
(Archer 4-5) 

San Francisco (Holland 6-8) at N.Y. 
Mets (Wheeler 8-6) 

Cincinnati (Bailey 1-10) at Milwaukee 
(Anderson 7-7) 

St. Louis (Gomber 3-0) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Wood 7-6) 

Saturday 

Yankees 11, Blue Jays 6 

Toronto New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McKnney If 4 0 2 2 Gardner If 4 2 0 0 

D.Trvis2b 5 10 0 Stanton dh 4 2 2 1 

Grndrsndh 2 12 0 A.Hickscf 3 10 1 

K.Mrlsph-dh2 0 10 Grgriusss 4 113 
Smoaklb 5 12 1 Andujar3b 5 2 3 3 

Pillar cf 5 0 11 G.Trres 2b 4 12 0 

T.Hrnnd rf 4 110 Bird lb 4 112 

D.Jnsen c 4 12 1 N.WIkerrf 3 0 10 

A.Diaz3b 4 0 10 S.Rbnsnpr-rfO 10 0 

R.Urenass 3 110 Au.Rmnec 10 0 1 
Hgshokac 2 0 10 
Totals 38 613 5 Totals 34111111 
Toronto 000 005 001-6 

New York 213 110 03x-ll 

E-Gardner (2), N.Walker (3), D.Travis 

(7) , D.Jansen (1). LOB—Toronto 9, New 
York 6. 2B—Granderson (20), Pillar (31), 
D.Jansen (1), Andujar (36). HR—Stanton 
(32), Gregorius (22), Andujar (20), Bird 
(10). SB-Gardner (11). SF-Gregorius 

(8) , Au.Romine (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Reid-Foley L.0-2 4 Vz 7 8 6 

Petricka 1% 0 0 0 

Garcia Vz 1 0 0 

Santos Vz 3 3 3 

Tepera Vz 0 0 0 

New York 

Severino W.16-6 5 6 2 2: 

Kahnle % 2 3 2 

Holder VS 1 0 0 1 

Britton H,4 110 0 1 

Betances H,19 1 0 0 0 

Cole 1 3 1li 

L.Severino pitched to 2 batters ir 
6th HBP—by Santos (Stanton). V 
Reid-Foley 2, Petricka. T-3:29. A-4< 
(47,309). 


3 6 


Mariners 5, Dodgers 4 (10) 

Los Angeles Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pderson If 4 10 0 Hanigerrf 2 110 

Ju.Trnr3b 3 111 Maybin If 5 10 0 

M.Mchdoss 5 0 0 0 Cano 2b 5 12 0 

Bllngercf 4 12 2 Cruzdh 4 111 

B. Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 Seager3b 2 113 

Grandal c 4 0 0 0 Healy lb 4 0 10 

M.Kempdh 4 0 10 A.Rmnepr-lbO 0 0 0 

Muncy lb 3 111 Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 

Puig rf 4 0 10 Span ph 10 10 

Hrrmann c 0 0 0 0 

D.Grdonss 4 0 0 0 

Heredia cf 4 0 10 

Totals 35 4 6 4 Totals 34 5 8 4 

Los Angeles 100 000 021 0-4 

Seattle 400 000 000 1-5 

E—M.Machado (10). DP-Seattle 1. LOB- 
Los Angeles 7, Seattle 7. HR-Ju.Turner (8), 
Bellinger (20), Muncy (28), Seager (20). 
SB—Ju.Turner (2). CS-Seager (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Hill 6 4 4 4 5 8 

Baez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Alexander 1VS 0 0 0 0 0 

Chargois 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Ferguson L,3-2 1 3 110 0 

Flora 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Seattle 

Ramirez 5 3 114 3 

Vincent H,13 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Duke H,14 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Colome H,23 1 2 2 2 0 3 

Diaz BS,4 1 1110 2 

Warren W,2-l 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Chargois pitched to 1 batter in the 
9th HBP—by Ramirez (Turner). T-3:36. 
A—43,264 (47,943). 

Rockies 5, Braves 3 (10) 

Colorado Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmoncf 5 0 10 Acuna If 4 2 3 0 

LMahieu 2b 5 111 Albies2b 5 0 10 

C. Gnzal rf 5 110 F.Frman lb 3 0 1 1 

Arenado3b 5 0 2 1 Mrkakisrf 4 0 12 

Story ss 5 12 0 Camargo3b3 0 0 0 

Dahl If 4 12 0 Incarte cf 3 0 10 

Desmond lb 5 1 1 2 Suzuki c 4 0 10 

Wolters c 2 0 10 Swanson ss 4 0 10 

Hampson ph 0 0 0 0 Fltynwc p 2 10 0 

B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 R.FIhrtph 10 0 0 

Parra ph 10 11 Venters p 0 0 0 0 
Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 Winkler p 0 0 0 0 

W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 Minterp 0 0 0 0 

Snztela p 2 0 0 0 L.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 Clbrsonph 10 0 0 

Oberg p 0 0 0 0 

Innettaph-c 2 0 0 0 

Totals 41 512 5 Totals 34 3 9 3 

Colorado 000 000 003 2-5 

Atlanta 002 000 010 0-3 

DP—Colorado 3, Atlanta 1. LOB—Colo¬ 
rado 8, Atlanta 5. 2B—C.Gonzalez (23), 
Story (34), Dahl (5), Desmond (14), Acuna 
(18). HR-LeMahieu (10). SB-Parra (8), 
Acuna (10). CS—F.Freeman (3), Inciarte 

(9). S—Inciarte (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Senzatela 5 5 2 2 2 1 

McGee 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Oberg 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Shaw 1 21102 

Ottavino W,5-2 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Davis S,34-40 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Atlanta 

Foltynewicz 7 4 0 0 0 9 

Venters H,7 Vz 1 0 0 1 0 

Winkler H,19 Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Minter BS,2 Vz 4 3 3 0 0 

Jackson L,l-1 l'/z 3 2 2 1 0 

WP—Foltynewicz, Jackson. T—3:31. 
A—42,143 (41,149). 

Marlins 7, Nationals 5 (10) 

Miami Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Ortega rf 4 0 10 T.Trnerss 5 12 3 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 J.Sotolf 5 0 10 

Y.Rvra lb-3b 1 0 0 0 Rendon 3b 5 0 0 0 

Ralmutoc-lb5 110 Harper rf-cf 5 0 10 
Bri.And3b-rf 5 12 0 Zmmrmnlb4 0 0 0 
Detrich lb 4 111 D.Mrphy2b 4 110 
Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 M.Tylorcf 2 0 0 0 

Holaday ph-c 1110 Eaton ph-rf 2 2 2 1 

S.Cstro 2b 4 0 10 Kieboom c 2 0 10 

Dean If 4 2 0 0 Wieters ph-c 10 10 

Riddle SS 4 13 4 J.Rdrgz p 2 110 

Gllwy cf-rf-cf 3 0 1 2 Collins p 0 0 0 0 

Chen p 1 0 0 0 Cordero p 0 0 0 0 

Rcinski p 0 0 0 0 M.Adamsphl 0 0 0 

Rojas ph 1 0 0 0 Grace p 0 0 0 0 

Gerrerop 0 0 0 0 Ju.Milrp 0 0 0 0 

Sierra cf 2 0 0 0 Mar.Rynph 10 0 0 
Graves p 0 0 0 0 Glover p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 39 711 7 Totals 39 5 10 4 

Miami 010 012 001 2-7 

Washington 002 000 201 0-5 

E—D.Murphy (4). DP-Miami 1. LOB- 
Miami 8, Washington 6. 2B-Riddle (6), 
Kieboom (4). HR-Dietrich (15), Riddle 
(6), T.Turner (15), Eaton (4). CS-S.Castro 
(2). S-Chen (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

Chen 5% 5 2 2 0 3 

Rucinski H,1 Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Guerrero BS,2 Vz 3 2 2 0 0 

Conley 1% 0 0 0 1 1 

Stckenrdr W,4-2 BS,4 1 2 110 2 

Graves S,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Washington 

Rodriguez 5 5 4 2 3 3 

Collins Vz 0 0 0 0 1 

Cordero Vh 2 0 0 0 2 

Grace Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Miller V/z 1 1110 

Glover L,0-2 1 3 2 2 1 1 

J.Rodriguez pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th HBP—by Guerrero (Wieters). WP- 
Guerrero. T-3:37. A-30,900 (41,313). 


Red Sox 5, Rays 2 

Tampa Bay Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Gomez rf 3 0 0 0 Betts rf 4 0 0 0 

M.Duffy 3b 4 0 10 Bnntndi If 4 12 0 

Bauers lb 3 10 0 Mreland lb 4 1 11 

Pham If 3 0 0 0 J.Mrtindh 2 2 11 

Cron dh 4 12 2 Bgaerts ss 2 1 0 0 

Wendle2b 4 0 0 0 Kinsler2b 2 0 0 1 

Adamesss 4 0 0 0 Holt3b 3 0 0 1 

Krmaiercf 4 0 10 Leone 3 0 0 0 
M.Perez c 3 0 10 BrdlyJcf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 5 2 Totals 27 5 4 4 

Tampa Bay 000 002 000—2 

Boston 401 000 00x-5 

E-Bogaerts (8), Bauers (4). DP- 
Tampa Bay 1, Boston 1. LOB—Tampa 
Bay 6, Boston 1. 2B—Kiermaier (7), Be- 
nintendi (33), Moreland (20). HR—Cron 
(23), J.Martinez (38). SB-Moreland (2), 
J.Martinez (5). CS—Kinsler (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Glasnow L,l-3 
Kolarek 


6% 


5 


3 


0 0 

Boston 

Price W,13-6 7 5 2 2 2 8 

BrasierH,5 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kimbrel S,37-41 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Price (Gomez). T-2:28. A- 
36,654 (37,731). 

Athletics 7, Astros 1 

Houston Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf 3 0 0 0 Semienss 5 110 

K.Tcker ph 1 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3b4 0 0 0 
Bregman3b 3 0 0 0 Lowrie2b 4 110 

Correa ss 3 0 0 0 K.Davisdh 4 12 2 

M.Gnzal 2b 3 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 4 2 2 1 

Gurriel lb 3 0 10 Pscotty rf 4 12 1 

Gattisdh 3 0 0 0 Pinderlf 2 10 0 

Reddick rf 3 0 0 0 Lureanocf 4 0 10 

Stassi c 3 0 0 0 Phegley c 4 0 2 3 

T.Kemp If 3 111 

Totals 28 1 2 1 Totals 35 711 7 

Houston 000 000 001-1 

Oakland 200 003 02x-7 

DP—Oakland 1. LOB—Houston 1, Oak¬ 
land 6. 2B—K.Davis 2 (24), M.OIson 2 (26), 
Piscotty 2 (33), Phegley 2 (6). HR—T.Kemp 
(5). SB—Gurriel (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Keuchel L.9-10 5% 9 5 5 1 4 

Harris V/z 0 0 0 0 1 

Peacock 1 22212 

Oakland 

Cahill W,5-2 7 1 0 0 1 7 

Familia 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Petit 1 1110 0 

WP-Harris, Peacock. T-2:33. A- 
32,204 (46,765). 

Tigers 7 , Twins 5 

Detroit Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cndlrio 3b 5 0 10 Mauerlb 5 13 1 

Adduci lb 5 12 0 E.Rsrio If 5 0 10 

Cstllnsrf 4 10 0 J.PIncoss 5 0 10 

Goodrum2b 2 2 0 0 Sano3b 4 12 1 

V.Mrtin dh 5 10 0 Frsythe2b 5 0 0 0 

Mahtooklf 3 114 Kepler cf 3 10 0 

Ro.Rdrgss 4 0 12 Garverc 4 112 

Greiner c 2 10 0 Austin dh 4 13 1 

V.Reyes cf 4 0 10 Field rf 2 0 0 0 

Cave ph-rf 10 0 0 
Totals 34 7 6 6 Totals 38 5 11 5 

Detroit 003 030 010-7 

Minnesota 111 000 020-5 

E—J.Polanco (6). LOB—Detroit 8, Min¬ 
nesota 9.2B—Candelario (21), Adduci (3), 
Ro.Rodriguez (3), Mauer (19), J.Polanco 

(10) . HR-Mahtook (2), Mauer (5), Sano 

(11) , Garver (7), Austin (11). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


0 0 0 1 


5’/3 8 3 3 0 3 


Carpenter W,l-1 

VerHagen H,2 vz z. u u u i 

Alcantara H,1 1 10 0 12 

Jimenez Vz 1 2 2 2 1 

Greene S,26-29 V/z 0 0 0 0 1 

Minnesota 

Stewart Vh 3 3 3 4 2 

Duffey L,l-2 T/z 2 3 3 0 2 

May 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Moya 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Reed 1 11011 

Drake 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Stewart (Mahtook), by Duffey 
(Goodrum). T-3:29. A-31,904 (38,649). 

Angels 11, Rangers 7 

Los Angeles Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K.CIhun rf 5 110 Odor 2b 5 2 3 1 

Fltcher 2b 4 12 3 Andrus ss 5 13 1 

Upton If 5 12 0 Beltredh 4 0 12 

Pujols dh 4 2 3 4 D.Rbnsn ph 10 0 0 

Simmons ss 5 0 0 0 Mazararf 4 0 10 

R.Rverac 3 0 0 0 Profar3b 5 0 10 

Ohtaniph 1113 Gallo If 5 3 3 0 
F.Arcia c 0 0 0 0 R.Chrnsc 4 0 11 

J.Marte lb 4 12 0 Guzman lb 4 0 0 0 

Ward 3b 5 2 2 1 Tocci Cf 3 111 

YngJr.cf 5 2 3 0 

Totals 411116 11 Totals 40 714 6 
Los Angeles 012 300 500-11 

Texas 110 400 100-7 

DP—Los Angeles 1, Texas 1. LOB—Los 
Angeles 7, Texas 9. 2B—Fletcher (12), 
Odor (21), Gallo 2 (20). 3B-Young Jr. (2). 
HR—Pujols (19), Ohtani (13), Ward (1). 
CS-Odor (9), Andrus (3). S-Fletcher (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Heaney 5Vz 10 6 6 2 5 

Bedrosian W,5-2 Vz 1 0 0 0 0 

Alvarez 1 2 110 0 

Jerez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Parker 1 10010 

Texas 

Perez 6 9 6 6 2 3 

Butler L,2-3 2 6 5 5 0 1 

Claudio 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Claudio (Arcia). WP—Heaney. 
T—3:28. A—24,768 (49,115). 


Pirates 3, Cubs 1 

Chicago Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Zobrist rf-2b 4 12 1 Dckrson If 3 0 3 0 

Heywrd cf-rf 4 0 10 S.Marte cf 4 0 0 0 

Bote 3b 4 0 0 0 G.PInco rf 4 0 0 0 

Rizzo lb 4 0 0 0 J.Belllb 3 110 

J. Baez2b-ss 4 0 0 0 Crvellic 2 110 

Schwrbr If 4 0 10 A.Frzer2b 4 12 1 

Cntrrasc 4 0 10 F.Vazqzp 0 0 0 0 

Chtwood p 1 0 0 0 Moran 3b 4 0 0 1 

R.Rsrio p 0 0 0 0 Hchvrrass 2 0 0 1 

LStllaph 10 10 Msgrove p 2 0 10 
Chavez p 0 0 0 0 Luplowph 10 0 0 

I. Happph-cf 1 0 0 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

Russell SS 3 0 0 0 Hrrison 2b 0 0 0 0 

Kntzler p 0 0 0 0 

DLRsap 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 1 6 1 Totals 29 3 8 3 

Chicago 001 000 000-1 

Pittsburgh 030 000 00x-3 

E—A.Frazier (6), Musgrove (1). DP— 
Chicago 2, Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Chicago 
6, Pittsburgh 7. 2B-Dickerson (26), 

A.Frazier (13). HR-Zobrist (9). SF- 
Hechavarria (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Chatwood L,4-6 2 2 3 3 3 0 

Rosario 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Chavez 7 3 0 0 0 3 

Kintzler 
De La Rosa 
Pittsburgh 

Musgrove W,5-7 7 5 1 1 0 7 

Crick H,12 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Vazquez S,27-31 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Chatwood pitched to 1 batter in the 
3rd T—2:40. A-35,100 (38,362). 

Padres 7, Diamondbacks 6 

Arizona San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jay If 5 2 2 0 Jnkwski rf 4 2 10 

E.Escbr3b 5 2 3 0 Myers 3b 5 110 

Pollock cf 3 2 2 2 Hosmerlb 3 2 11 

Gldschm lb 4 0 4 4 Renfroe If 4 110 

SzaJr. rf 4 0 0 0 Spngnbr2b 3 111 

Ahmed ss 4 0 10 Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

K. Marte2b 4 0 0 0 Vllnevaph 10 11 

J. Mrphyc 4 0 0 0 Hedges c 4 0 11 

Godleyp 2 0 0 0 Galvisss 3 0 2 2 

D.Prltaph 1 0 0 0 Margot cf 3 0 0 1 

McFrlnd p 0 0 0 0 Richard p 2 0 0 0 

Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 F.Reyesph 10 0 0 

Bradley p 0 0 0 0 Matonp 0 0 0 0 

Dscalsoph 1 0 0 0 Pirela 2b 10 0 0 

Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 612 6 Totals 34 7 9 7 
Arizona 201 020 100-6 

San Diego 000 330 001-7 

E-Richard (3), J.Murphy (6). DP-San 
Diego 1. LOB—Arizona 5, San Diego 8. 
2B—E.Escobar (43), Pollock 2 (18), Gold¬ 
schmidt (26), Hosmer (27). SF—Pollock 
(3), Margot (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Godley 5 8 6 6 4 7 

McFarland V/z 0 0 0 0 2 

Ziegler Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradley 1 00002 

Chafin L,l-4 Vz 0 1110 

Hirano 0 10 0 10 

San Diego 

Richard 5 9 5 5 0 3 

Maton BS,1 2 3 110 2 

Stammen W,6-2 2 0 0 0 0 3 

WP-Richard, Godley. T-2:54. A- 

24,440 (42,445). 

Mets 3, Phillies 1 

New York Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Rsrioss 4 110 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 10 
McNeil 2b 4 12 1 Hoskins If 4 0 2 0 

Flores lb 4 0 11 C.Sntna lb 4 0 1 0 

Cnforto If 4 0 0 0 W.Ramos c 4 0 0 0 

T.Frzer3b 3 0 2 0 N.Wilms rf 4 110 

A.Jcksncf 4 0 0 0 Franco 3b 3 0 2 0 

J.Btsta rf 4 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 3 0 0 0 

Msoracoc 4 111 Kingeryss 2 0 0 0 

deGromp 4 0 0 0 A.Cbraph-ssl 0 0 0 

Arrietap 10 0 0 

Quinn ph 10 0 0 

L.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

E.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

Bourph 10 0 0 

Neris p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 7 3 Totals 32 1 7 0 

New York 000 100 200-3 

Philadelphia 000 000 100-1 

E—C.Santana (9), Arrieta (4), deGrom 
(1). DP-New York 2. LOB-New York 6, 
Philadelphia 4.2B—T.Frazier (12), Hoskins 
(29), Franco (16). 3B—McNeil (1). HR-Me- 
soraco (10). SB—McNeil (1), Hoskins (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Arrieta L,9-8 6 4 1 1 0 6 

Garcia 1 3 2 2 0 2 

Ramos 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Neris 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Arrieta (Frazier). T-2:31. 
A—35,158 (43,647). 


Royals 3, 

Kansas City 

ab r h t 

Mrrfeld 2b 5 0 11 

A. Grdon If 2 11: 

S.Perezc 4 0 11 
Dudalb 4 111 
Bnfacio rf 3 11: 
O’Hearn dh 3 0 0 1 
R.Hrrraph-dhl 0 0 I 
Mondesi ss 3 0 0 1 

B. Phllp cf 3 0 0 1 

A.Escbr3b 4 0 1: 

Totals 32 3 6 : 

Kansas City 
Chicago 


White Sox 1 

bi Ch ' Ca9 ° ab r hbi 

Moncda2b 4 0 10 
Y.Sanch 3b 4 0 10 

J. Abreu lb 4 0 2 0 
Palkadh 4 0 10 
A.Grciarf 4 0 0 0 
Dlmnicolf 3 111 
Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 

K. Smith c 3 0 10 

L. Grciaph 10 0 0 
Engel cf 3 0 2 0 
Narvaez ph 10 0 0 
Totals 35 1 9 1 

000 002 001-3 

010 000 000-1 


LOB—Kansas City 7, Chicago 8. 2B— 
Duda (10), Y.Sanchez (25), J.Abreu (35). 
HR—A.Gordon (8), Delmonico (5). SB- 
Mondesi (16), A.Escobar (7), Engel (13). 
CS—Engel (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Keller W,6-5 5 7 1 1 0 5 

Flynn H,3 % 0 0 0 1 1 

McCarthy H,12 Vz 1 0 0 0 1 


Chicago 

Covey L,4-10 5Vz 4 2 2 3 6 

Cedeno V/z 0 0 0 0 1 

Gomez Vz 1 0 0 0 1 

Avilan 1 0 112 0 

Minaya Vz 1 0 0 0 0 

WP-Covey. T—3:06. A-19,018 

(40,615). 

Cardinals 7, Brewers 2 

Milwaukee St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Yelich If 4 111 M.Crpnt lb 4 10 0 
Caincf 3 0 10 Molina c 4 10 0 

Mstakas3b 4 0 0 0 O’Neill rf 4 111 

Aguilar lb 4 0 10 Ozuna If 2 2 11 

T.Shaw 2b 4 111 DeJong ss 4 12 3 

Braxton rf 2 0 0 0 Gyorko3b 3 10 0 

Thames ph-rf 2 0 0 0 Bader cf 4 0 12 

Kratzc 4 0 0 0 Wong 2b 10 10 
0.Arcia SS 3 0 10 G.Grcia2b 2 0 0 0 

Mileyp 2 0 10 Mikolas p 2 0 0 0 

Knebel p 0 0 0 0 Mrtinez ph 10 0 0 

Schoop ph 1 0 0 0 Mayers p 0 0 0 0 

Jnningsp 0 0 0 0 Shrevep 0 0 0 0 

Burnes p 0 0 0 0 Wisdom ph 1 0 0 0 

Pncdlon p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 6 2 Totals 32 7 6 7 

Milwaukee 010 000 010-2 

St. Louis 013 002 01x-7 

E-O’Neill (2), O.Arcia (10). LOB—Mil¬ 
waukee 5, St. Louis 5. 2B—Cain (20), 
O.Arcia (8), DeJong (17). 3B-Bader (2). 
HR—Yelich (19), T.Shaw (24), Ozuna (15). 
SB-DeJong (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Miley L,2-2 5 4 4 1 1 7 

Knebel 1 12 111 

Jennings 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Miko1as S W,13-3 6 5 1 1 0 7 

Mayers 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Shreve 1 1110 1 

Poncedeleon 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP— by Mikolas (Cain), by Burnes 
(Garcia). T-2:54. A-46,040 (45,538). 

Reds 7, Giants 1 

San Francisco Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McCtchn rf 4 110 Hmilton cf 4 0 0 0 

Panik2b 4 0 2 0 Perazass 4 2 2 1 

Posey c 2 0 10 Gennett2b 4 3 3 0 

Blachp 0 0 0 0 Suarez 3b 3 0 11 

Belt lb 3 0 0 0 Ervin rf-lf 3 0 11 

Slater ph-lb 1 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 110 

Lngoria3b 4 0 11 D.Hrrralf 2 111 

B. Crwfrss 4 0 0 0 M.WIImsrf 10 10 

Hanson If 4 0 2 0 Dixon lb 4 0 12 

Duggarcf 2 0 0 0 M.Hrveyp 3 0 0 0 

G.Hrnn ph-cf 2 0 0 0 C.Reed p 0 0 0 0 

Bmgrnerp 2 0 0 0 Lrenzen p 10 0 0 

Pence ph 10 0 0 

Strckln p 0 0 0 0 

Hundley c 10 0 0 

Totals 34 1 7 1 Totals 33 7 11 6 

San Francisco 000 000 010—1 

Cincinnati 000 321 10x-7 

E-Suarez (15), Duggar (2). DP—San 
Francisco 1, Cincinnati 1. LOB—San Fran¬ 
cisco 8, Cincinnati 5. 2B—Peraza (26), 
Gennett (26), Barnhart (19), Dixon (3). 
HR—Peraza (7), D.Herrera (3). SB—Ervin 
(3). SF-Ervin (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner L,4-5 6 8 6 5 2 6 

Strickland 1 2 110 0 

Blach 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Cincinnati 

Harvey W,6-7 &h 4 0 0 1 5 

Reed % 2 1110 

Lorenzen 2 10002 

C.Reed pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
T—2:35. A—23,878 (42,319). 

Orioles 4, Indians 2 

Baltimore Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mullins Cf 4 2 2 1 Lindorss 4 0 2 1 

Villar 2b 3 113 Brntley If 3 0 0 1 
Mancinilf 4 0 0 0 J.Rmirz3b 3 0 0 0 

Rickard If 0 0 0 0 Y.Diazdh 3 0 0 0 

Trumbodh 4 0 0 0 Alonso lb 3 0 10 

C. Davis lb 4 0 0 0 R.Dvis pr-cf 0 0 0 0 

R.Nunez 3b 4 0 2 0 M.Cbrrarf 3 0 0 0 

J.Ptrsn pr-3b 0 0 0 0 E.Gnzal lb 0 0 0 0 

T.Bckhm ss 4 0 0 0 Kipnis 2b 3 0 0 0 

Gentry rf 3 0 0 0 Gomes c 3 110 

Wynns c 2 10 0 G.AIIn cf-rf 3 110 

Totals 32 4 5 4 Totals 28 2 5 2 

Baltimore 003 000 010-4 

Cleveland 000 002 000-2 

DP—Baltimore 2. LOB—Baltimore 3, 
Cleveland 1. 2B-R.Nunez (10). HR-Mull- 
ins (1), Villar (9). SB-Villar (16). CS-Lin- 
dor (8). SF-Brantley (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Cobb W.4-15 9 5 2 2 1 3 

Cleveland 

Plutko L,4-3 7 3 3 3 1 6 

Ramirez 1 11112 

Otero 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T—2:17. A—35,007 (35,225). 
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Ohio State tight end Brock Davin, left, works against teammate tight end Luke Ferrell during practice in 
Columbus, Ohio, on Saturday. Few detailes about the Buckeyes have come out. 


Details finally trickle out on 
Ohio State position battles 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Preseason camp for Ohio 
State has been anything but normal. Superstar 
coach Urban Meyer has been absent, and reporters 
have been kept away from acting coach Ryan Day 
and players. Happenings from inside the shrouded 
fence at the Woody Hayes Athletic Center have 
come out only via Ohio State’s own social media 
channels. 

More details about position battles trickled out on 
Friday in the form of an emailed news release from 
Day, the co-offensive coordinator/quarterbacks 
coach who has been running the show since Meyer 
was put on paid leave 
just before camp 
opened two weeks 
ago. Meyer is on the 
shelf while Ohio State 
investigates his han¬ 
dling of a former as¬ 
sistant coach who was 
accused of domestic 
violence. 

Besides inform¬ 
ing the media that 
the team was treated 

Rvan Dav t0 the Be y° nce - Ja y- 
. ,, Z concert at Ohio 

Acting coach for Ohio State Stadium Qn Thurs _ 

day night, Day said 

— without making reference to Meyer’s absence 

— that the team is working hard in preparation for 
the opener on Sept. 1 against Oregon State. 

“The energy level the entire group has brought to 
each day is a testament to the work ethic and perse¬ 
verance of our program,” Day said. 

Training camp ends with a scrimmage on Satur¬ 
day. A regular practice schedule will commence as 
school starts at Ohio State next week. The univer¬ 
sity says there should be some word on the Meyer 
investigation then, too. 

Here’s some of what we learned from Day’s state¬ 
ment : 


The energy level 
the entire group 
has brought to 
each day is a 
testament to the 
work ethic and 
perseverance of 
our program . f 


O-line shaping up: Brady Taylor seems to be the 
next man up at center after the departure of All- 
American Billy Price. But Day said Michael Jordan, 
a fixture at left guard the past two seasons, also has 
been practicing snaps, as has redshirt freshman 
Josh Myers. 

Veterans Isaiah Prince and Demetrius Knox 
are the presumed starters at right tackle and right 
guard, respectively. Day said Thayer Munford and 
Josh Alabi are battling for the starting left-tackle 
job. 

Linebacker jobs open: “There are fierce compe¬ 
titions at all three positions,” Day said. 

Tuf Borland continues to heal from a leg injury, 
so Baron Browning, who saw playing time as a true 
freshman last season, and a finally healthy Justin 
Hilliard are competing for the starting nod at mid¬ 
dle linebacker. At one outside linebacker spot, Dante 
Booker — who had six starts last year and then 
missed the rest of the season with an unspecified 
injury — is battling sophomore Pete Werner. On the 
other side, it’ll be either Malik Harrison or Keandre 
Jones. Both juniors have solid game experience. 

Day said those jobs will be won in scrimmages in 
the next two weeks. 

Experienced defensive backs: Jordan Fuller is 
the starter at one of the safety positions, with Isaiah 
Pryor and Jahsen Wint in the lead for the other spot. 
They’re being pushed by Brendon White and Amir 
Riep, Day said. 

Veterans Damon Arnette and Kendall Sheffield 
are the solid starters at cornerback. 

“Jeffrey Okudah is coming along well and, after 
missing the spring due to injury, has come back 
strong and is using each snap to improve,” Day said, 
adding that redshirt freshman Shaun Wade also is 
in the mix there. 

Lots of talent on D-line: Day says depth on the de¬ 
fensive line “might be the strongest on the team.” 

That, of course, starts with star Nick Bosa at one 
defensive end spot, and the freakishly athletic Chase 
Young at the other one. Veterans Dre’mont Jones, 
Robert Landers, Jashon Cornell, Davon Hamilton 
and Jonathan Cooper round out the group. 


Gordon ‘humbly’ 
returns to Browns 
with no guarantee 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Josh Gordon 
kept his word and “humbly” re¬ 
turned to the Cleveland Browns. 

All they can do is hope he stays 
clean. 

The former Pro Bowl wide re¬ 
ceiver, who has battled drug and 
alcohol dependence for much of 
his life, Saturday ended an ex¬ 
tended absence from training 
camp to deal with his health and 
returned to the team. 

Gordon has missed most of the 
past four seasons because of nu¬ 
merous violations of the NFL’s 
substance-abuse policy, derailing 
a promising career. 

He’s back, but the Browns can’t 
guarantee it will last. 

“I’m confident that he’s here 
and I think that’s the most im¬ 
portant part,” coach Hue Jack- 
son said Saturday. “How long he 
stays, only Josh knows that, but I 
think he’s in a much better place. 
... I never lost trust in him.” 

Gordon stepped away to focus 
on his health just before camp 
opened last month. He remained 
in contact with Jackson and a few 
teammates and promised to come 
back when he felt ready. 

The 27-year-old posted a state¬ 
ment on Twitter addressed to 
“Cleveland Browns and NFL 
family,” saying it was time. 

“I took the time needed to en¬ 
sure my overall mental and phys¬ 
ical health,” Gordon said. “This 
has by no means been an easy 
road and I’m extremely grateful 
to have all of you in my life. As I 
humbly return to being a member 
of this team with an opportunity 
to get back to playing this game 
I love, I realize in order for me to 
reach my full potential my pri¬ 
mary focus must remain on my 
sobriety and mental well-being. 

“Let’s get to work! Much love, 
JG.” 

Gordon, who has missed 54 of 
Cleveland’s past 64 games, is not 
facing another suspension but 
he’s limited during the initial 
stages of his return. 

NFL spokesman Brian McCar¬ 
thy said Gordon can participate 
in meetings and conditioning. 

“He cannot practice but may 
watch,” he said in an email to The 
Associated Press. “No timetable 
on next steps.” 

Upon his return, Gordon had a 
lengthy meeting with Jackson at 
the team’s facility in Berea, Ohio, 
and he took part in meetings and 
worked out. Jackson doesn’t know 
when Gordon will be allowed 
to practice and said “there’s a 
chance” he will be able to play in 
the Sept. 9 season opener against 
Pittsburgh. 

For now, the Browns are taking 
things slowly with Gordon, who 
has to earn back trust — and his 
starting job. 

“He understands that he has 
to earn the right to be back out 
there, nothing is going to be 


given,” Jackson said. 

“He doesn’t walk right back out 
there and become the starting ‘X’ 
(receiver) on our team. He’s going 
to have to earn that. But at some 
point in time when we think it’s 
right, when I think it’s right for 
him to be back in that mode, then 
we’ll stick him back out there. But 
not before then.” 

The Browns have remained 
supportive of Gordon, who in his 
second season led the NFL with 
1,646 yards receiving and scored 
nine touchdowns in 2013. Howev¬ 
er, he was suspended for the first 
10 games in 2014 and missed all 
of 2015 and 2016. 

Gordon was conditionally re¬ 
instated by Commissioner Roger 
Goodell after sitting out 11 games 
last season. He played in Cleve¬ 
land’s final five games, catching 
18 passes for 335 yards. 

Gordon has insisted he’s ma¬ 
tured since becoming a father 
and with counseling can remain 
drug-free and active. He has been 
subjected to random testing since 
being reinstated. 

Despite being let down by him 
numerous times, the Browns 
have continued to give Gordon 
chances. Jackson was asked if 
that sends a mixed message to 
players who are implored to be 
accountable to each other and the 
organization. 

“I don’t think this is behavioral, 
though,” Jackson said. “I think 
this is a little different. I think 
our players know that there is a 
line here and we try to make sure 
that we are very accountable to 
that line. I think Josh wanted to 
put himself into a better position 
so that he didn’t cross that line. 

“I don’t think the players or 
myself see it that way. I think 
they see a guy who was dealing 
with something that’s been some¬ 
thing that’s been in his life that he 
wanted to make sure when he was 
back that it would not re-occur.” 

With Gordon, the Browns could 
have one of the league’s most tal¬ 
ented receiving groups. They 
signed three-time Pro Bowler 
Jarvis Landry, drafted Florida 
speedster Antonio Callaway and 
are excited about the progress 
Rashard Higgins has made this 
season. 

Cleveland also has interest in 
receiver Dez Bryant. The for¬ 
mer Dallas star visited the team 
this week, and the sides remain 
in discussions about a possible 
contract. 

Jackson has allowed himself 
to consider the team’s offensive 
firepower. 

However, because of Gordon’s 
history he’s not counting on him 
yet. 

“I’ll be even more excited once 
that really happens, once he’s out 
there playing and he’s earned the 
trust of his teammates, coaches, 
and he’s out there contributing 
to our football team, then I’ll feel 
really good about it,” he said. 
“There’s still some steps to go.” 
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Baltimore Ravens quarterbacks Robert Griffin III, left and Joe Flacco warm up during a joint practice 
with the Indianapolis Colts in Westfield, Ind., on Friday. Griffin, who sat out last season after being 
released by the Browns in March 2017, is trying to restart his career by winning a job behind Super 
Bowl-winning quarterback Joe Flacco and first-round draft pick and Heisman winner Lamar Jackson. 


Paths: Nothing guaranteed in NFL 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Instead of becoming fierce foes, Griffin and Luck 
developed a mutual admiration for each another’s 
work. They respect one another so much that Luck 
even took a moment during a brief stoppage at prac¬ 
tice to jog over and give Griffin a hug. 

“He’s a really good guy. He’s a Texas guy, so we 
have some links there,” Luck said earlier this week. 
“I got to know him at the Heisman and then the 
combine and draft. I’ve always been a big fan. Our 
families got to know each other a fair bit. I’m excited 
to see him.” 

Much has changed since these two last threw 
passes on the same field, six years ago in one of the 
few highly anticipated preseason games, pitting the 
seemingly can’t-miss prospects. 

Luck was considered the polished, establishment 
guy, who learned the game from his NFL-play- 
ing father, who was groomed in Stanford’s pro¬ 
style offense had a resume that resembled Peyton 
Manning’s. 

Griffin was the flashy new guy with plenty of up¬ 
side, legs that were supposed to be as difficult to stop 
as his arm, who could make any offense high octane 
and who took home four of college football’s most 
prized trophies in 2011. 

Both began with a bang. 

Luck led the Colts to the playoffs each of his first 
three seasons, made the Pro Bowl each year and 
helped lead the Colts one step deeper in the play¬ 
offs each successive year, culminating with an AFC 
championship game appearance following the 2014 
season. 

Griffin countered by leading the Redskins to 
their first playoff appearance in five years, drawing 
praise from President Barack Obama and making 
the Pro Bowl as a rookie. 

Then things suddenly went awry. 

Griffin sprained a ligament in his right knee in 
December 2012, but was cleared by doctors in time 
to return for the final two regular-season games and 
the playoff game against Seattle. During the fourth 
quarter of the loss to the Seahawks, Griffin’s knee 
gave out and he wound up needing surgery for two 
torn ligaments and a torn meniscus. 

“I don’t think about the past because otherwise I 
can’t stay in the present,” Griffin said. “I’m a foot¬ 
ball player. If they tell me I can go, I’m going to go.” 

He was never the same. Since starting 9-7, he is 
just 6-19 as a starter. 

Griffin lost the starting spot in Washington three 
times over the next three seasons and finally signed 


I don’t think about the past 
because otherwise I can’t stay 
in the present. 9 

Robert Griffin III 

Ravens quarterback, on the knee injuries which derailed the 
2011 Heisman Trophy winner’s once-promising NFL career 


with Cleveland in 2016, where he spent most of the 
season on injured reserve with a fractured bone in 
his left shoulder. He still holds the distinction as the 
most recent starting quarterback to lead the Browns 
to a victory on Dec. 24, 2016. 

The Browns released Griffin in March 2017 — be¬ 
fore he collected a $750,000 roster bonus — and he 
was out of football all of last season. 

“It was hard, very hard,” Griffin said. “But the 
Ravens gave me an opportunity and I’m here to 
make the most of this opportunity.” 

Luck, meanwhile, dealt with other obstacles. 

He injured his right shoulder in the third game 
of the 2015 season, ending a starting streak of 57 
consecutive games. 

Luck finished his fourth pro season on injured 
reserve with a lacerated kidney, played through the 
continual pain in his right shoulder in 2016 then 
opted for surgery on a partially torn labrum in Jan¬ 
uary 2017. The recovery cost him all of last season. 

The Colts missed the playoffs all three of those 
years and now he’s finally back, looking to find his 
pre-surgery form. 

“I know he was just hurting,” Ravens coach John 
Harbaugh said. “When you miss that much football, 
you start questioning everything. For him to be back 
out here has to be a joy for him.” 

Luck will continue lining up behind center for the 
second joint practice Saturday and likely for more 
than a quarter in Monday night’s game. 

Griffin, meanwhile, is trying to restart his ca¬ 
reer by winning a job behind Super Bowl-winning 
quarterback Joe Flacco and first-round draft pick 
and Heisman winner Lamar Jackson, meaning 
Griffin and Luck could be watching each other’s 
comebacks. 

“I’m always root for quarterbacks,” Griffin said. 
“I really hope he (Luck) comes back and not just 
to the level he was before but to the level the Colts 
expect.” 


McCown: Jets' rookie 
Darnold one of most 
impressive he’s seen 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

FLORH AM PARK, N. J.—Josh 
McCown has seen many rookies 
step into the white-hot spotlight 
of the NFL and struggle. 

The veteran New York Jets 
quarterback has also watched 
some youngsters thrive in the 
pressure, so he could be con¬ 
sidered a bit of an expert on the 
topic. 

That’s why it says a lot when 
McCown raves about Sam Dar¬ 
nold, the No. 3 overall pick who’s 
considered the future of the 
franchise. 

“I don’t want to put any undue 
expectations on him, but I’ve 
been very impressed with him, 
I’ll be honest with you,” the 39- 
year-old McCown said after prac¬ 
tice Saturday. 

“Of any kind of rookie player 
I’ve been around, he’s been im¬ 
pressive how he’s handled infor¬ 
mation from the classroom and 
then to take it to the (practice) 
field and then take it to the game, 
he’s done just an excellent job of 
that.” 

Darnold is competing with 
McCown and Bridgewater for 
the starting job, and the Jets are 
giving their prized rookie every 
opportunity to be under center 
when New York opens the regular 
season at Detroit on Sept. 10. 

Darnold got the bulk of the 
snaps during practice Saturday, 
but split time with the first-team 
offense, mostly with McCown. 
Coach Todd Bowles hasn’t an¬ 
nounced who’ll start against the 
Giants on Friday night, when the 
starters are expected to play into 
the second half. 

The 21-year-old former USC 
star had a terrific debut in the 
preseason opener against Atlanta 
and had an up-and-down perfor¬ 
mance in his first NFL start last 
Thursday at Washington. Dar¬ 
nold went 8 of 11 for 62 yards with 
an interception and was sacked 
twice against the Redskins. 

“After watching the tape, I 
thought I managed the game re¬ 
ally well,” Darnold said. “I feel 
like there was one play down in 
the red zone where I could’ve 
maybe squeezed it into Jermaine 
(Kearse). It was the third down 
when I got sacked down there. So, 
just that play really sticks out to 
me.” 

Darnold isn’t afraid to point 
out his miscues, which says a lot 
about his overall confidence in 
himself. 

“He’s been impressive,” Mc¬ 
Cown said. “It’s a credit to his 
character that he has put the time 
in and we’ve just got to keep going 
and keep growing, but so far (he’s) 
one of the most impressive guys 
as a rookie that I’ve been around. 
... Like when Anquan Boldin 
came on the scene, he just kind of 
exploded years ago. He’s got kind 
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Jets rookie quarterback Sam 
Darnold warms up before 
Thursday’s preseason game 
against the Redskins in 
Landover, Md. Darnold had an 
uneven performance, going 
8 of 11 for 62 yards with an 
interception and two sacks. 

of that same ability to operate like 
he’s been here before. 

“It’s not too big for him. I think 
that’s the biggest thing.” 

McCown witnessed the hype 
surrounding JaMarcus Russell 
when he came to the Raiders as 
the No. 1 overall pick in 2007. The 
former LSU star was out of the 
league just three years later. 

McCown was with Cleveland in 
2015, when Johnny Manziel was 
in his second NFL season. Man¬ 
ziel struggled so much on and off 
the field that he was out of the 
NFL after that year and is now 
playing in the CFL trying to res¬ 
urrect his football career. 

“Some of the other rookies 
I’ve been around probably didn’t 
come in as prepared or as ready 
for this league, I think, as Sam,” 
McCown said. “When you talk 
about whether it’s JaMarcus Rus¬ 
sell or Johnny Manziel or some 
of those guys, they came in and 
(with) Sam, he’s ready to go as far 
as it doesn’t seem too big for him 
right now. 

“He’s a mature kid. I think 
that’s the main thing, and I think 
that gives him a chance.” 

Others have noticed, too. Dur¬ 
ing joint practices with the Red¬ 
skins during the week, cornerback 
Josh Norman spoke glowingly of 
Darnold’s abilities. 

“It’s awesome,” Darnold said. 
“It’s cool to be able to, I guess, 
have his respect, but I think it’s 
just cool to have a guy like that to 
notice me doing well in practice.” 

But, in Darnold’s typical calm 
and cool approach, he didn’t make 
too much of the kudos. 

“He was really just saying that 
some rookies can’t throw the ball 
and I can throw it,” he said with 
a laugh. 
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Different paths 


Things haven’t gone exactly 


as planned for Luck, RG3 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 


WESTFIELD, Ind. 
ndrew Luck and Robert Griffin III 
spent most of their football careers 
going head to head. 

The two high-profile Texas prep 
stars were both recruited by Stan¬ 
ford, finished one-two in the 2011 
Heisman Trophy race, went 
first and second in the 2012 
NFL Draft and were the top 
two vote-getters in the NFL’s 
Offensive Rookie of the Year 
balloting. 

Now, the 28-year-old 
quarterbacks find them¬ 
selves in an odd place — 
rooting for one another’s 
comebacks. 

“You know it seems like the 
combine was just yesterday,” 
Griffin said after the first of 
two joint practices on the final 
weekend of training camp. 

“He’s always going to be 
the geeky guy and I’m always 
going to be the guy who wears 
the goofy socks.” 

Maybe those sentiments 
sound strange coming from 
two guys who were sup¬ 
posed to join the long list of 
memorable rivals. 

But fate, as it sometimes 
does, changed everything. 

SEE PATHS ON PAGE 31 


Indianapolis Colts 
quarterback Andrew 
Luck, left, and Baltimore 
Ravens quarterback Robert Griffin III. 

Michael Conroy/AP 
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